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FOREWARD

This book is not a fictional account of someone’s opinion about Bible prophecy. This is a
book of scriptural facts regarding Bible prophecy; which God has given in his Holy Word. As
Jack Webb, star of the old television sitcom “Dragnet,” used to say, “We just want the facts,
Ma’am.” That is all any Christian wants; the truth of God’s Word and not some man’s opinion.

| have preached messages on the subject of Bible Prophecy for all the forty-two years of
my ministry; and many have requested that | put them in a book. This is that book.

1. The fulfilled prophecy of the past is proof that future prophecy will be fulfilled. That is
why we can “know who holds tomorrow.” God holds our future and the future of all mankind
in His Mighty Hand.

“And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he
doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the
inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him,
What doest thou?” (Daniel 4:35)

2. No “names have been changed to protect the innocent.” The true character of the Anti-
christ is revealed; but, not his identity, as that is unknown. Satan is also waiting for the “trump
of God” to announce the Rapture; as he knows at that time he can indwell the person who will
become the Antichrist; and that he only has approximately seven years. You think it is tough to
witness now? Think what it will cost Christians to witness during the Tribulation Period. Satan
will do everything to hinder their witness then; just as he does now. During the Tribulation Pe-
riod, if a Christian is caught, he will pay with his life!

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring
lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:” (1 Peter 5:8)

3. The Tribulation Period begins immediately following the Rapture. The Rapture is the
“Blessed Hope™ of the Christian, and a judgment on those who have rejected Christ. Every dis-
pensation begins with a covenant and ends with a judgment. Our responsibility during the
dispensation we live in, Grace, is to win the lost.

"But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to
give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that
is in you with meekness and fear:” (1 Peter 3:15)

4. There is no “Revival of the Roman Empire.” The Roman Empire was not a global em-
pire, as the Antichrist’s Empire will be. The Antichrist’s World Federation of Nations is not
the European Common Market, Catholicism, Islam, Buddhism, or any other “ism.” Many cities
in the world sit on “seven hills,” and this is not a reason to assume the Antichrist’s Empire will
be Rome, and the Pope will be the Antichrist. There is no evidence for this in God’s Word.

5. Two cities must be existing before the Tribulation Period begins. That is Jerusalem and
Babylon. Babylon has never been destroyed; but, deteriorated away. A city of approximately
540,000 people is located within her confines today. God will destroy Babylon at the Battle of
Armageddon.

6. God will restore Israel’s land—all of it! He will keep all the promises that He made to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Israel is Israel, and the Church is the Church. They are two differ-
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ent entities in God’s Program. Israel will have her promised 1,000 years of peace in the King-
dom with Her Savior, King Jesus, reigning on His Throne. Christians will be privileged to
share in the blessings of the Kingdom, and reign as “Kings, and Priests.”

7. Six nations must be existing at the time of the Rapture, as they become allies in a battle
against Israel, and swing into action immediately. They are: Russia, Iran (Persia) Ethiopia,
Turkey (Togarmah), Germany (Gomer), and Libya. Assyria, Egypt, and Israel will be united in
the Kingdom. The United States is not mentioned in Bible prophecy. Perhaps the Lord has de-
liberately refrained from mentioning the United States to allow us to exercise our free will to
choose to trust Him and live for Him; or, choose to reject Him.

8. However, as we observe the moral decline all around us, it doesn’t look as if the United
States of America even cares what the Lord thinks. Judges only “slap the hands” of criminals
and sex offenders, turning them back out on our unprotected citizens. The Supreme Court sits
and legalizes the murder of innocent children in the womb. They legitimize the rights of homo-
sexuals and lesbians as an alternate lifestyle, and allow this to be taught in our schools, and not
to be spoken against. Things are getting so bad, God may have to raise up Sodom and Gomor-
rah and apologize. No, God’s Holy Word says there is a punishment for Christ rejecters, and
they will be sentenced at the Great White Throne Judgment to the Lake of Fire.

“Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me,
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:”
(Matthew 25:41)

9. On the positive side. This does not have to be your future. | pray through the reading of
this book that you meet the Savior, who holds the future in His Mighty Hand. Remember, the
evidence shows that past biblical prophecy has been fulfilled to the letter, as you will see with-
in the pages of this book. That means that tomorrow’s prophecy is just as secure, and those
who trust in Jesus Christ as the complete payment for their sin, plus nothing, will receive eter-
nal life. Then, you will know who holds your tomorrow. Is the Lord Jesus Christ your Savior?

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” (John 3:16)

10. Am | predicting a date for the Rapture? Certainly not! No one can! How can a person
predict a date, when God has not given one? Men have succumbed to the Devil’s delusion by
predicting the date of the Rapture. After their books are sold, they apologize; but, keep the
money! Then, there is a movie about a man who visited Hell and came back to talk about it.
Also, there is another “fluke” who revealed his son’s experience of “going to Heaven,” while
undergoing surgery; and, of course, published a book about it. Money is the name of the game,
Folks!

I am not in the business of playing games for money; and my calling is to preach the Word
of God. My prayer is this,

"He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen.
Even so, come, Lord Jesus. (Revelation 22:20
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I KNOw WHO HOLDS TOMORROW: LYRICS BY IRA P. STANPHIL

| don't know about tomorrow;
| just live from day to day.
| don't borrow from the sunshine;
For the skies they turn to grey.
And | don't worry for the future;
For I know what Jesus said;
And today I'll walk beside him;
For he knows what lies ahead.

Many things about tomorrow
| don't seem to understand;
But I know who holds tomorrow,
And I know who holds my hand.

I don’t know about tomorrow,
It may bring me poverty;

But the One who feeds the sparrow,
Is the One who stands by me.
And the path that is my portion,
May be through the flame or flood;
But His Presence goes before me,
And I’'m covered with His blood.

Many things about tomorrow
| don't seem to understand;

But I know who holds tomorrow,
And I know who holds my hand.

By Ira P. Stanphil
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I KNow WHO HOLDS TOMORROW...DO YOU?

know who holds tomorrow, is a statement that only someone who believes that
Christ has made their payment for sin on the Cross, can make with confidence.

“For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin;
that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.” (2
Corinthians 5:21)

hey know there are no rituals, payments, or good works that will earn them en-
trance to Heaven.

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: /t is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man
should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9)

hey know there is only one price that will give someone the right to enter Heaven
when they leave this Earth; and, that is the price Our Precious Savior paid on
Calvary for the sin of the world.

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)

hey know that, even though they may live good lives, they are not perfect.

“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;"
(Romans 3:23)

hey know that Heaven is a perfect place, and no sin can enter in.

“And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that
defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh
a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life.”
(Revelation 21:27)

hey know that when they believed that Jesus died for them, He gave them the
righteousness; or perfection, they needed to have everlasting life, right now!

“For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin;
that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.” (2
Corinthians 5:21)

hey can know with absolute assurance they have eternal life...the Bible says so!

“"These things have I written unto you that believe on the
name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have
eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son
of God.” (1 John 5:13)

hey know they “shall never perish,” or, stand in danger of going to Hell. Our Lord
holds us in the palm of His Almighty Hand. We are not, by our own good works,
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struggling to hold on to one of His fingers. The promise is, We “shall never perish,”
and “neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand; not, even we, ourselves!

And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never
perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.
(V.28) My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all;
and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.
(John 10:28-29)

§7 ou may know the subject of Bible Prophecy backwards and forwards; but, unless
you know the Savior it reveals to us, it is all for nothing!

“...Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
saved,...” (Acts 16:31)

F Il ‘hen, you too will... Know Who Holds Tomorrow.

1. Above Is A Detail From the Cover Picture by Artist Duncan Long, Entitled **In His Hand."
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SECTION ONE
THE FOUNDATION STONES OF PROPHECY
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THE FOUNDATION STONES OF PROPHECY

I. DISPENSATIONS.

Before an architect begins to build, he must first have a strong foundation upon which to
build. In the same way, to understand Bible prophecy, you must first have the foundation. One
of the stones in the foundation of Bible prophecy is an understanding of the Eight Dispensa-
tions. What is a Dispensation, you ask? It is a particular period of time in which God deals with
man concerning his sin and responsibility to God. Below is a Diagram outlining the Dispensa-
tions.

RAPTURE REVELATION
A 1

|1]2[3]al5] 6 7 8
t 4,000 YEARS | 2,000+YEARS t7 years1 1,000 YEARS |

2. Chart of the Dispensations.
A. Brief Overview of the Dispensations.
First Dispensation: Innocence.

Genesis, Chapters 1-3: From the Creation to the Expulsion. Man’s responsibility: was not to
eat of the forbidden fruit (Genesis 2:8-9, 16-17). The fruit was all right, only it had God’s pro-
hibition against it. The test was to see if man would be obedient to the will of God.

Second Dispensation: Conscience.

Genesis, Chapters 3-8: From the Fall to the Flood. Since man now knew the difference be-
tween good and evil, man was to do things right (Genesis 4:7) and to avoid evil. Unfortunately,
your conscience will tell you to do right; but, only God’s Word can tell you what is right. God
made the way of approach to Him by way of the blood sacrifice.

Third Dispensation: Human Government.

Genesis, Chapters 8-11: From the Flood to the Dispersion at the Tower of Babel. Man’s re-
sponsibility is to govern the Earth (world) (Genesis 9:1-6). Capital punishment is introduced.
(Genesis 9:6). When a man slays another man, he kills one who is made in the image of God.
This is a direct attack against God.

Fourth Dispensation: Promise.

Genesis, Chapter 11, to Exodus 12:41. From the Call of Abraham to Bondage in Egypt. Man’s
responsibility was to abide in the land. Genesis 26:1-3: A famine came after obedience to God!
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Isaac didn’t have to go to Egypt. When God calls or leads, He will provide! It would have been
better if he hadn’t gone; but, he disobeyed God and went to Egypt. Like many today, he did
what his father, Abraham, had done; and looked to the flesh, rather than to God. Abraham
should have stayed in the land, too (Genesis 12:10). In going “down” to Egypt (always a type
of sin), he brought Hagar back with him, and through her has sprung up the greatest enemy of
Israel today—the Mohammedans. “Every time you go to Egypt you will have trouble.”

Fifth Dispensation: Law.

Exodus: From the Exodus to the Cross; or, from Sinai to Calvary. (Exodus 19:1-5; Romans
10:5) Man’s responsibility was “To render a perfect obedience unto the Law. ”

Sixth Dispensation: The Church Age of Grace.

Acts and The Epistles: This dispensation extends from the descent of the Holy Spirit on the
Day of Pentecost to the ascent of the Holy Spirit when the Church is raptured. “Ye must be
born again (i.e., “from above”). (John 1:11-12; John 3:36; Romans 4:5; Galatians 5:6; Ephe-
sians 2:8, 9; Titus 3:5) A sinner cannot come to God alone by depending on some work of
righteousness or ritual. He must come by the only WAY, the Lord Jesus Christ.

“Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6)

Seventh Dispensation: The Tribulation.

Revelation 6-19; Daniel 9:27; Jeremiah 30:7. Also called “Jacob’s Trouble.” From the Ascent
of the Church at the Rapture to the Descent of Christ at the Second Coming. People will be
saved after the Rapture of the Church. All are saved by the precious blood of Christ. (Revela-
tion 7:14; 14:6-7; Ephesians 1:7)
“In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness
of sins, according to the riches of his grace;” (Ephesians 1:7)

Eighth Dispensation: The Kingdom.

Isaiah 2:11. From the descent of Christ to the Great White Throne Judgment. Psalm 2:6-12—
means to submit to Him, in His reign (Psalm 86:9; Zechariah 14:16-19).
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B. What Future Events Did the Old Testament Prophets See?

Another stone in the Foundation of Prophecy is understanding that the Old Testament
prophets did not know about the Church Age, the Dispensation of Grace. They only knew
about these seven things:

1. Their Own Day; 5. World-wide Dispersion of the Jews;
2. The 70 Year Captivity; 6. The Tribulation;
3. The Restoration; 7. The Kingdom.

4. The Coming of Messiah for the First Time;

Many of the Prophets lived long after some of the prophecies had already been fulfilled, so
they did not foretell all seven. Taking the Prophets as a whole, their prophecies can be divided
into these seven divisions. Some prophecies were spoken and recorded by someone else. An-
other Foundation Stone is the fact that Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John are basically a part of
the Old Testament Scriptures. The New Covenant was not made until Christ’s Death on the
Cross.

C. Israel Is Not The Church, And The Church Is Not Israel.

This might be called a Chief Cornerstone. Israel is not the Church and the Church is not Is-
rael! All that God promised to Israel will come to pass. The confusion of Israel and the Church
has led to grievous error, such as Replacement Theology.

D. The Guarantee That Future Prophecy Will Be Fulfilled.

Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new things do I
declare: before they spring forth I tell you of them. Isaiah 42:9

The greatest guarantee that prophecy for the future will be fulfilled, is prophecy already
fulfilled in the past that we now regard as History. That is what God's prophecy is. History
written in advance. In Daniel, Chapter 2, from the time of King Nebuchadnezzar, there are six
world kingdoms predicted: Babylonian, Medo-Persian, Grecian, Roman, Antichrist's World
Rule during the Tribulation Period, and the Kingdom; or, the 1,000 Year Reign of our Lord Je-
sus Christ. Four have come to pass, and two are yet to be fulfilled. The interim between the
first four and the last two is the Church Age, which will be ended by the Rapture of the
Church.

Most Christians view the Rapture with great anticipation and do not think of it as a judg-
ment. It is a blessing upon the Christians; but, it is also a judgment upon the lost who are left
behind to immediately face the horrors of the 7-Year Tribulation Period. The Flood became a
blessing to Noah and his family, as they were in the Ark and borne above the waters of judg-
ment which drowned the lost.

The Ark is a picture of our Lord Jesus Christ. Are you in the "Ark of Salvation" this mo-
ment? Have you trusted Jesus Christ as your Savior? If so, you will be caught up in the Rapture
of the Church, and not left to experience the terrible time coming upon the Earth during the
Tribulation.
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CHART: FUTURE EVENTS SEEN BY
THE OLD TESTAMENT PROPHETS.

7. The Kingdom.

6. The Tribulation.

They Did Not See The Church Age.

5. World-wide Dispersion of the Jews.

4. The First Coming of the Messiah.

3. The Restoration.

2. The 70 Year Captivity.

1. Their own Day.

28



Marge2
CHART: FUTURE EVENTS SEEN BY

THE OLD TESTAMENT PROPHETS.



Marge2
28

Marge2



II. THE PROPHETIC SCRIPTURES ARE HISTORY WRITTEN IN ADVANCE.

“Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new things do I
declare: before they spring forth I tell you of them.” (Isaiah 42:9)

A. Nebuchadnezzar’s Troubling Dream (Daniel 2:1-13).

In Daniel 2:1, we find that even the most powerful ruler in the world can experience a
sleepless night. Nebuchadnezzar, a "King of Kings," one who had power of life and death in
his hands alone, was pacing the floor at midnight as any commoner would.

The worst thing about these dreams was that they were "troubling;" as, he could not re-
member them! This was in God's plan; for, if he remembered the dream and simply repeated it
to his ""magicians, astrologers, sorcerers, and Chaldeans," they could just make up an “in-
terpretation.” If he could not remember it; but, someone could tell the dream and give the
interpretation; that would be a sign the interpretation was true.

“When a prophet speaketh in the name of the Lord, if the thing
follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord hath not
spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not
be afraid of him.” Deuteronomy 18:22

Evidently, since he could not sleep, he decided that his wise men did not need to sleep, ei-
ther; and they were promptly called from their beds. (2:2) Worse yet than missing sleep, they
were informed by King Nebuchadnezzar that if they could not tell him the interpretation of a
dream which he could not remember,

"..ye shall be cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made a
dunghill.” (Daniel 2:5)

What a rude awakening! Failure to interpret would result in catastrophe! When the King
threatened that ** ye shall be cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made a dunghill,”* they
knew he had the power to do it. We certainly could not give this king the title of “Mr. Nice
Guy!”

The wise men tried to "buy a little time,”

"...Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will shew the
interpretation of it." (Daniel 2:7)

But, the wily Nebuchadnezzar had not only become Supreme Ruler because he was de-
scended from a king. He was also wise in the ways of men. (Nebuchadnezzar was the son of
Nabopolassar, who reigned from 626 to 605 B.C.) (Butler)

"I know of certainty that ye would gain the time, because ye see the
thing is gone from me. (V.8) But if ye will not make known unto me the
dream, there is but one decree for you: for ye have prepared lying and
corrupt words to speak before me, till the time be changed: therefore
tell me the dream, and I shall know that ye can shew me the
interpretation thereof.” (Daniel 2:8-9)
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The wise men, realizing they were in a predicament, made a fatal error and criticized the
King.
"There is not a man upon the earth that can shew the king's matter:

therefore there is no king, lord, nor ruler, that asked such things at any
magician, or astrologer, or Chaldean.” (Daniel 2:10)

This infuriated the king who then decided to kill all the wise men, including Daniel and his
friends. This was in God's plan all along. He could reveal the king’s magicians and astrologers
as liars, who only pretended to predict the future. God wanted mankind to know He was in
control and He was using a pagan, gentile king to teach His lesson.

God can use any individual to accomplish his means, even a lost person. In the Book of
Jeremiah, the Lord referred to Nebuchadnezzar as “my servant” three times (Jeremiah 25:9;
27:6; 43:10). Nebuchadnezzar was the one who had acted as the instrument of God's punish-
ment, in the carrying away of the Nation of Judah to serve their 70 year captivity (which they
were now serving).

In Daniel 2:13-15, we find that Arioch, the captain of the king’s guard had already arrived
to take Daniel. In other words, the executioner was at the door!

“And the decree went forth that the wise men should be slain; and
they sought Daniel and his fellows to be slain. (13) Then Daniel
answered with counsel and wisdom to Arioch the captain of the king's
guard, which was gone forth to slay the wise men of Babylon: (14) He
answered and said to Arioch the king's captain, Why is the decree so
hasty from the king? Then Arioch made the thing known to Daniel.”
(Daniel 2:13-15)

After Arioch explains the situation to Daniel, Daniel goes in to the king and...

"...desired of the king that he would give him time, and he would
shew the king the interpretation.” (Daniel 2:16)

Nebuchadnezzar gave him the time, as Daniel, and the other three captives, were known as
being ""ten times better' in such matters.

“And in all matters of wisdom and understanding, that the king
enquired of them (Daniel and his friends), he found them ten times
better than all the magicians and astrologers that were in all his realm.”
(Daniel 1:20)

Then, Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego did the only thing left to do. They con-
vened a prayer meeting, asking God to show mercy and to reveal the dream.

That is a lesson to us today. There is always time to pray, and seeking God’s wisdom in a
matter should be the first thing we do; and, not the last resort!

God revealed the dream to Daniel in a night vision. (Daniel 2:17-19) In Verses 20-23 we
have Daniel's prayer of thanksgiving, which shows his trust in God

"...Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever: for wisdom and
might are his: (V.20)
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And he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and
setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to
them that know understanding: (V.21)

He revealeth the deep and secret things: he knoweth what is in the
darkness, and the light dwelleth with him. (V.22)

I thank thee, and praise thee, O thou God of my fathers, who hast
given me wisdom and might, and hast made known unto me now what
we desired of thee: for thou hast now made known unto us the king's
matter.” (Daniel 2:20-23)

In all this, God would have the glory in Nebuchadnezzar's eyes; for, Daniel made it clear
to the king that men cannot explain such things; but,

"There is a God in Heaven that revealeth secrets and maketh known
to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days;"..."what
shall come to pass hereafter."(Daniel 2:28,29)

In Verse 30, when Daniel returns with the answer, he tells the king that the secret was not
revealed to him because he was wiser than anyone else; but, to spare the lives of those who
could not do what the king had asked, and that “...the king might know the thoughts of thy
heart.”

In Daniel 2:31-35, he describes the forgotten dream of a great image, or statue. The statue
had a head of gold, chest and arms of silver, belly and thighs of brass, legs of iron, and feet of
iron and clay. Please see Page 34 for “History Written In Advance,” Illustrated by a Large Im-
age: Daniel, Chapter 2.”

In this dream, Nebuchadnezzar had a "personal appearance™ from the Lord Jesus Christ as
the "'stone...cut out without hands." This showed that when our Savior returns to the Earth at
the Second Coming, he will come in His own power as the true ""King of Kings, and Lord of
Lords." As the stone smashed the feet of iron and clay, and caused the whole statue to fall to
the ground, and break into pieces, this will be the end of Gentile world power (“the times of the
Gentiles") on this Earth. Israel will now have a King! The "Stone," representative of Christ,
becomes a great mountain that fills the whole Earth, showing the Millennial Reign is a
WORLD KINGDOM.

Before Daniel begins the interpretation of the dream, he reminds Nebuchadnezzar who is
in charge! He would be nothing if God did not allow it. That is a lesson we all should remem-
ber. We are what we are by the Grace of God! (1 Corinthians 15:10)

“And he (God) changeth the times and the seasons: he (God)
removeth kings, and setteth up kings: he (God) giveth wisdom unto the
wise, and knowledge to them that know understanding:” (Daniel 2:21)

Even though Nebuchadnezzar was a “king of kings,” God has him learn that he only has
all this power and might because God has given it to him.

“Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given
thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory.”(Daniel 2:37)
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B. “History Written In Advance” (Daniel 2:31-45 7:4-8, 19-25).

This prediction was not only for Nebuchadnezzar; but, it is for us today. The reason God
gave Nebuchadnezzar a dream he could not remember was that He knew there would be scoff-
ers who would doubt His Word today. (2 Peter 3:3-7) What we read in the Second Chapter of
Daniel is “History written in advance.” Four of the world empires, pictured by the statue which
Nebuchadnezzar saw in his dream, have come and gone. We can read about them in our Histo-
ry books.

1. Cyrus, A Ruler Named By God 150 Years Before His Birth (Isaiah 44:28;45:3-6).

Further proof that the prophetic Scriptures are History written in advance. Some 2750
years ago, and about 150 years or more, before he was born; God inspired the prophet, Isaiah,
to name Cyrus, a ruler of the next world empire to come on the scene, Medo-Persia. Cyrus was
King of Persia, and Darius was the King of the Medes.

While Darius has been given many identities by secular “authorities,” God’s Word in Dan-
iel, Chapter 6, addresses him as “King” at least 19 times. Daniel 5:31 tells us that he was
“Darius the Median.” In Daniel 10:1, Cyrus is called the “king of Persia.” Therefore, you
have, according to Scripture, Cyrus, King of Persia; and, Darius, King of the Medes.

Returning to the biblical prophecy about Cyrus, given about 150 years, or more, before his
birth, God says,

“That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my
pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the
temple, Thy foundation shall be laid.” (Isaiah 44:28)

Isaiah was inspired to write this in approximately 712 B.C., when the temple was still
standing, and no one in Judah could even comprehend the death and destruction that would
begin the 70 years of captivity!

Why did God name Cyrus? Not because he was such a great person; he actually was a pa-
gan, gentile king. Nebuchadnezzar would be the “Punisher,” and Cyrus would be the
“Deliverer.” God’s ultimate purpose is so the world would know, even today, “there is no God
beside me,” as we find in Isaiah 45:3-6.

“"And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of
secret places, that thou mayest know that I, the Lord, WHICH CALL
THEE BY THY NAME, am the God of Israel. (V.3)

For Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even
CALLED THEE BY THY NAME: I have SURNAMED THEE, though thou
hast not known me. (V.4)

I am the Lord, and there is none else, THERE IS NO GOD BESIDE ME:
I girded thee, though thou hast not known me: (V.5)

That they may know from the rising of the sun, and from the west,
that there is none beside me. I AM THE LORD, AND THERE IS NONE
ELSE.” (Isaiah 45:3-6)
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2. The Greek Empire of Alexander, the Great; Named 220 Years Before It Existed.

"And the rough goat /s the king of Grecia: and the great horn that /s
between his eyes /s the first king.” (Daniel 8:21)

Approximately 2600 years ago, God, through His Holy Spirit, inspired Daniel to write
about Alexander, the Great, some 220 years before he came on the scene. (Daniel 2:32; 7:6;
8:21-22)

3. Roman Empire Predicted In Advance (Daniel 2:33;7:7).

He gave many details about the Roman Empire, which did not come on the world scene
until about 27-30 B.C. (2:33;7:7). And so, we see that Daniel was a true prophet by the test of
Deuteronomy 18:22,

“"When a prophet speaketh in the name of the Lord, if the thing
follow not, nor come to pass, that /s the thing which the Lord hath not
spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not
be afraid of him.” (Deuteronomy 18:22)

Many of the prophecies in the Book of Daniel have “come to pass,” already, and many are
for the future; or “the time of the end.” When the bewildered prophet did not understand them,
God told him,

"And T heard, but I understood not: then said I, O my Lord, what
shall be the end of these things? (V.8)

And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and
sealed till the time of the end.” (Daniel 12:8,9)

Daniel spent the entire 70-year captivity in Babylon. (Daniel 1:21; Ezra 1:1-2,11)

“And Daniel continued even unto THE FIRST YEAR OF KING CYRUS.”
(Daniel 1:21)

“NOW IN THE FIRST YEAR OF CYRUS KING OF PERSIA, that the
word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the
LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a
proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing,

saying, (1)
Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The LORD God of heaven hath given

me all the kingdoms of the earth; and he hath charged me to build him
an house at Jerusalem, which /sin Judah. (V.2)

All the vessels of gold and of silver were five thousand and four
hundred. All these did Sheshbazzar bring up with them of the captivity
that were brought up from Babylon unto Jerusalem.” (Ezra 1:1-2, 11)

He was a faithful prophet and twice in the Tenth Chapter of Daniel, the angel bringing his
message from God, addresses him as, “..a man greatly beloved.” The student of Bible
Prophecy would do well to spend time in this book. As we continue, we will study more of the
prophetic Scriptures which the Holy Spirit has inspired Daniel to write
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HISTORY WRITTEN IN ADVANCE
ILLUSTRATED BY A LARGE IMAGE: DANIEL, CHAPTER 2
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C. The Interpretation of Daniel 2:36-45.

We find the statue pictures five world empires, leading up to the sixth, or the Kingdom
Reign of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Feet of the Iron and Clay Empire, and the Great Stone
World Empires are yet future. (Daniel also covers this same period of time in his “Beast Vi-
sion” of Daniel, Chapters Seven and Eight.) Please refer to “The Beasts Of Daniel, Chapters 7
and 8, and Revelation 13:1-2 Compared.” on Page 44.

The statue was made of metals, each decreasing in value; but, increasing in strength. This
prophecy, in its totality, gives the "times of the Gentiles;" or, when Israel had no king. In Neb-
uchadnezzar's time, this statue was looking to the future. Please refer to Diagram entitled
“History Written In Advance, Illustrated by a Large Image: Daniel, Chapter 2” found on Page
34.

1. The Head of Gold: Babylonian Kingdom (Daniel 2:32, 37,38;7:4).

Nebuchadnezzar, ""Thou art this head of gold." But, don't be proud, even though you are
a "'king of kings,” "...God hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory.” It
does appear the lesson was lost upon Nebuchadnezzar as Chapter Four of Daniel lets us know
that God still had to teach him a tough lesson on who was "in charge" in the "*kingdom of
men." (4:25¢)

Nebuchadnezzar had consolidated his world empire and had taken the Jews captive in 606
BC, at which time the prophet Daniel was taken. The Prophet tells us himself that he was there
until the “first year of king Cyrus.” (1:21)

2. Chest and Arms of Silver: Medo-Persia (Daniel 2:32, 39a; 7:5).

In 538 BC, Daniel was again called in to read Belshazzar's "handwriting on the wall." The
sad story of this Babylonian king's fall is written in Daniel 5:25-30. The Medes and Persians
came on the scene about 538 BC,

"And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee..."
(2:39a)

3. Belly and Thighs of Brass: Greece (Daniel 2:32, 39b;7:6).

"And another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all
the earth.” (Daniel 2:39b)

This is the world empire of Alexander, the Great; who, supposedly cried as he had con-
quered all the known world in 323 BC. There were no more kingdoms left to conquer! It is also
said that he then consoled himself by looting the Babylonian treasury; and died, 323 B.C., in
the city of Babylon. His death, at age 33, was caused by drunkenness and debauchery.

4. Iron Legs of Rome (Daniel 2:33a, 40; 7:7, 15-28).

"And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron
breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh
all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise.” Daniel 2:40

35



Who has not heard of the Iron Legions of Rome? And the cruelty of Rome when Christians
were torn to pieces in the coliseum for sport.

In approximately 27-30 BC begins the period known as the Pax Romana, when Rome
ruled all the Mediterranean world. It became a world empire under the rule of Augustus Cae-
sar. In 364 AD, the Roman Empire was permanently divided into the Western Empire of Rome
and the Eastern Empire of Constantinople. Rome ran its course and deteriorated away by cor-
ruption within and barbaric attacks from without.

America is on the same course today, only it is in a more severe situation. We have the en-
emy within and have experienced barbaric attacks from within and without. We are corrupt
from the top down and have the same cruel attitude toward abortion; and same the value of
human life, as the Romans did, when they left unwanted children out on a cold rock to die.
Murderers and pedophiles go free after receiving light sentences and are released to kill or
harm again. America will be just as slow to learn as King Nebuchadnezzar was, and, sad to
say, never will!

(The Church Age; Not Known to Old Testament Prophets)

This is where this prophecy looks both back at History and forward to the future. During
the Church Age, it is, “Time-out, Israel.” When the Rapture occurs, the Church will be caught
up to Heaven (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18); then, our Heavenly "Referee" will blow the whistle
again, and Jacob's Trouble; that is the Tribulation Period of seven years will begin.

“Alas! for that day /s great, so that none /s like it: IT IS EVEN THE
TIME OF JACOB'S TROUBLE; but he shall be saved out of it.” (Jeremiah
30:7)

5. Feet and Toes; Iron Mixed With Clay (Daniel 2:33b, 34, 41-43;7:19-25).

We look to the future again, with certainty; because we know the first four world king-
doms of the past are now recorded history.

"And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters' clay,
and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it
of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed
with miry clay. (V.41)

And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the
kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. (V.42)

And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall
mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not cleave one
to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay. (Daniel 2:41-43)

This is where some who teach prophecy go astray, looking for a "Revived Roman Em-
pire." This is simply the World Federation of “Peaceful” Nations, established by the Antichrist.
It is not the European Common Market, Communism, Socialism, Islam, or any other "ism;"
but, they may be involved. You cannot teach prophecy from current events. | reiterate. It is a
ONE-WORLD government, established by the Antichrist.
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The Antichrist is the “beast out of the sea,” which refers to a “sea of people,” in Scrip-
ture. (Revelation 13:1, and 17:1,15). He rises from the nations, “the iron mixed with clay,”
coming from the common people to rule with a rod of iron. He is a man indwelt by Satan, the
“Dragon.” (Revelation 12:9).

“And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast (Antichrist)
rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his
horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy. (V.1)

And the beast (Antichrist) which I saw was like unto a leopard, and
his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a
lion: and the dragon (Satan, who indwells him) gave him his power,
and his seat, and great authority.” (Revelation 13:1-2)

The "ten toes™ of the feet are 10 kings, or rulers, over 10 provinces established by the An-
tichrist, which continue for the last 3 % years of the Tribulation Period.

The Apostle John, looking back through time from Revelation, sees ten horns, representa-
tive of kings. "Horns" speak of authority and power. John sees ten kings giving their allegiance
to the one-world ruler. These were appointed by the Antichrist.

Daniel, looking forward in time, sees “ten toes,” representative of division; i.e. from one
kingdom to ten provinces within the one-world kingdom.

The feet and toes are of mixed iron and potter's clay, brittle and have no strength at all.
This is the best that Satan has been able to accomplish. It will crumble when it is smashed by
the Savior at His Second Coming, just like the “Stone (the Lord Jesus Christ) cut out without
hands” smashed the feet of Nebuchadnezzar's dream statue, and brought the whole statue
down. By that, we mean that each kingdom has been destroyed.

"And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he
(Christ) that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in
righteousness he (Christ) doth judge and make war.” (Revelation 19:11)

"And out of his (Christ’s) mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he
should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and
he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.
(15) And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING
OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS." (Revelation 19:15-16)

The "Times of the Gentiles" are over and Israel’s King, the Lord Jesus Christ, their Messi-
ah, has returned to establish His Kingdom.

6. The Kingdom; “The Stone Cut Out Without Hands (Jesus Christ)”(Dan. 2:34-
35,44-45).

"And in the days of these (ten) kings shall the God of heaven set up
a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not
be left to other people, but IT SHALL BREAK IN PIECES AND CONSUME
(crumble or crush) all these kingdoms, AND IT SHALL STAND FOR
EVER. (Daniel 2:44)
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a. “...but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms...” The Hebrew
word for “consume” is “deqaq” and means to “to crumble or crush :- break to pieces.”

b.«“...and it (Christ’s Kingdom) shall stand for ever...” The Millennial Reign of
Christ here on the Earth, has a predicted duration of 1,000 years. (Revelation 20:1-3)
It lasts forever as it is part of the Kingdom of God, which has a duration of **from ev-
erlasting to everlasting." (Psalm 90:2). Remember, time begins with man and ends
with man.

"Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone (Christ) was cut out of
the mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the
brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; THE GREAT GOD HATH MADE
KNOWN TO THE KING WHAT SHALL COME TO PASS HEREAFTER: and
the dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure.” (Daniel 2:45)

These words are saying to us, just as surely as the first four kingdoms are now recorded
history, the last two kingdoms are history written in advance.

"The dream is certain and the interpretation thereof sure!"

For ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven. (Psalm 119:89)

III. THE “HANDWRITING ON THE WALL.”

When someone says, I hope they can see the “handwriting on the wall,” it usually means
that something bad is on the horizon. This was definitely true for Belshazzar.

20 years pass between Daniel, Chapter 4, and Daniel, Chapter 5. Nebuchadnezzar has
passed off the scene (approximately 561B.C.), having been succeeded by a son, who reigned
just a few years and then was assassinated by his own brother-in-law. (It seems that being in
succession to the throne in those days was a dangerous thing!) The next two rulers occupied
the throne for a very brief time; and, the second of those was Nabonidus. He was actually Neb-
uchadnezzar’s son-in-law and was married to the widow of one of the previous kings.

“Nabonidus was king of the Babylonian empire at this time. According to his-
tory, Nabonidus; through his worship of the moon god, Sin; when the supreme
god of the Babylonians was Marduk, created religious tension. That is why he
lived throughout 10 of the 17 years that he ruled, at an Arab desert oasis called
Tema, which was a vast distance from Babylon. In Babylon he left his son Bel-
shazzar, to rule on his behalf. This explains why Daniel was made “the third
ruler in the kingdom.” (5:7,29) While the events of Daniel, Chapter Five, are
taking place, Nabonidus has been a captive of the Medes and Persians for four
months.” (Russell, R.)

A. Belshazzar Is a Type of the Antichrist.
1. He Had No Regard For The Holy Things of The Temple.
Belshazzar has no regard for the Holy Vessels which his grandfather, Nebuchadnezzar had
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taken out of the temple. Even though he knows the Medo-Persian “Bear” is at the gates, he has
all his confidence in the mighty walls of Babylon.

“The walls of Babylon were legendary, difficult to imagine even in today's
world. According to the historian Herodotus they towered more than 300 feet in-
to the sky, close to the height of a 30-story building. Over 200 watchtowers
scattered along the entire length of the city wall thrust even further into the air,
some as high as 450 feet! Herodotus records that there were actually two walls,
with a deep moat between them; any army that breached the first wall would
have to attack the second from inside the river. One wall was wide enough to run
chariot races four-abreast. Because of this incredible wall, the city was consid-
ered militarily unconquerable. Babylon straddled the Euphrates river at a location
roughly 60 miles southwest of modern-day Baghdad.” (Pytlik)

With a 20-year supply of food and many inside water cisterns, Belshazzar probably be-
lieved he could just settle down for a long siege and the attackers will just give up and go
away! Therefore, he invites a thousand members of his court to a feast where there would be
wine and drinking.

“Archeological records show that the Babylonians had brought their idols in-
side the city walls, a sign that they were preparing for war... Of all the vessels
available from all the conquered nations--why did Belshazzar choose those from
God’s Temple? It was a public defiance against the God of the Hebrews and the
predictions from 150, or so, years earlier that Babylon would be given to Cyrus.
Isaiah 44:28-45:1 predicted Cyrus by name, indicating that God would use him
to conquer Babylon.” (Pytlik) (Cyrus was the King of the Persians, Darius was
King of the Medes, united against Babylon.)

The overconfident Belshazzar foolishly decides to mock God; just as Satan did in Isaiah
14:13 when he boasted, “I will exalt my throne above the stars of God...”

"Belshazzar, whiles he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the
golden and silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken
out of the temple which was in Jerusalem; that the king, and his
princes, his wives, and his concubines, might drink therein. (V.2)

Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of the
temple of the house of God which was at Jerusalem; and the king, and
his princes, his wives, and his concubines, drank in them.”(Daniel 5:2-3)

2. The Prophet Daniel Warns The Jews About The Antichrist (Daniel 9:27a).

“And he (the Antichrist) shall confirm the covenant with many (the
Nation of Israel) for one week (of years):..."” (Daniel 9:27a)

The Antichrist, like Belshazzar, has a total disdain for the holy things of God’s temple. At
first, when he confirms the covenant, he will allow the Jews to rebuild their temple and begin
to worship there. Then,
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“...and in the MIDST OF THE WEEK he (Antichrist) shall cause the
sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of
ABOMINATIONS he shall make /¢ DESOLATE,...” (Daniel 9:27b)

Our Lord, Himself, in Matthew 24:15,16, and 21 gives the final warning about the Anti-
christ’s murderous plans against the Jews. He will seek to kill every Jew he, or his world
federation, can get their hands on.

“When (in the midst of the week) ye therefore shall see the abomin-
ation of desolation (Antichrist), spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand
in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:) (V.15) Then let
them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains: (V.16)

For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the
beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.” (V.21)

3. The Antichrist Also Hates the Things of God (1 Thessalonians 2:3,4).

“Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come,
except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed,
the son of perdition;

Who OPPOSETH and EXALTETH himself above all that is called
God, or that is worshipped; so that HE AS GOD SITTETH IN THE TEM-
PLE OF GOD, shewing himself that he is God.” (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4)

But, like Belshazzar, the Antichrist’s days are numbered. Daniel 7:25 makes it perfectly
clear, Satan only has a certain allotted time to wage war upon God’s people.

"And he (Antichrist) shall speak great words against the most High,
and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change
times and laws: and THEY SHALL BE GIVEN INTO HIS HAND UNTIL A
TIME AND TIMES AND THE DIVIDING OF TIME.”

We find a similar phrase, “a time and times and the dividing of time” in Revelation
12:14, concerning the time when Israel flees from the wrath of the Antichrist.

“And to the woman (Israel) were given two wings of a great eagle,
that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, WHERE SHE IS
NOURISHED FOR A TIME, AND TIMES, AND HALF A TIME, from the
face of the serpent.”

Revelation 12:6 reveals to us just exactly how long “a time, and times, and half a time” is,

‘And the woman (Israel) fled into the wilderness, where she hath a
place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two
hundred and threescore days.”

1260 days divided by a 30-day prophetic month, divided by 12 months to a year) = 3 %
years. When the Antichrist breaks his so-called peace covenant with the Jews in the “midst” of
the seven years; he has, actually, less than 3 % years until his total defeat by our Lord Jesus
Christ at the Battle of Armageddon.
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So...like Belshazzar, he will go down to defeat, as he has “been weighed in the balances
and found wanting.” (Daniel 5:27)

B. The Interpretation of The Handwriting On The Wall.

Belshazzar and his guests begin the blasphemy of actually drinking toasts to their
idols in the vessels Nebuchadnezzar had carried off in 606 BC. Within the hour, they observe a
hand writing of their doom on the banquet room wall. Belshazzar was so frightened “...so that
the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against another.” (Daniel 5:6)

“Now the queen, by reason of the words of the king and his lords,
came into the banquet house: and the queen spake and said, O king,
live for ever: let not thy thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy countenance
be changed:” (Daniel 5:10)

"Forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and knowledge, and under-
standing, interpreting of dreams, and shewing of hard sentences, and
dissolving of doubts, were found in the same Daniel, whom the king
named Belteshazzar: now let Daniel be called, and he will shew the
interpretation.” (Daniel 5:12)

Again, “...the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers,” were consulted; and,
again, they fail. The Queen “Mother” comes in and advises them to send for Daniel. Daniel
had to be sent for, as he would not have connected himself with a “drunken banquet.”

When he arrives, Belshazzar offers to clothe him in scarlet with a gold chain of authority
for his neck, and make him third ruler in the kingdom. Daniel observes the blasphemy and
sternly informs the king he may keep his “gifts” and "rewards!” He then preaches Belshazzar,
and all in attendance, a sermon,

“But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and they have
brought the vessels of his house before thee, and thou, and thy lords,
thy wives, and thy concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou hast
praised the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone,
which see not, nor hear, nor know: and THE GOD IN WHOSE HAND
THY BREATH IS, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified:”
(Daniel 5:23)

"And this /s the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL,
UPHARSIN.” (Daniel 5:25)

You will notice these words are left un-translated in the King James Translation, and this is
how the Prophet, Daniel, interpreted them.

“This /s the interpretation of the thing: MENE; God hath nhumbered
thy kingdom, and finished it. (V.26)

TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting.
(V.27)

PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and
Persians.” (Daniel 5:26-28)
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Belshazzar was as good as his word and made Daniel the “third ruler” in a kingdom that
would be ripped from his grasp in a few hours.

“Then commanded Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with scarlet,
and put a chain of gold about his neck, and made a proclamation
concerning him, that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom.”
(Daniel 5:29)

Perhaps Belshazzar thought that if he were kind to Daniel, God would relent; but, it was
too late! God will not be mocked! Darius, the Mede, and his armies had diverted the beautiful
Euphrates River, and were, at that moment, marching silently into the city, and...

“In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain.”
(Daniel 5:30)

The Greek Historian Xenophon records that Belshazzar was killed by two of his own
noblemen, who had gone over to the Medes and Persians. This is the fulfillment of Daniel
2:39%.

C. MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.

These words are defined in Gesenius’ Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon as follows: Mene or
“numbered;" Mene, or, “numbered; " Tekel, “weighed,” and Upharsin, meaning “divided.”

Zondervan’s Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible, Volume 4, Page 184 gives meaning of
“mina, mina, shekel (tekel), and half-shekels (dividing).”

Thus, we have “two coins, one coin, and half-a-coin,” a phrase equal in structure to the
phrase "‘time, times, and half-a-time," is found twice in Daniel (7:25; 12:7), and once in
Revelation 12:14. This is "one year," plus "two years," plus "half-a-year," or 3%z years, a period
of time equal to the last 3 % years of the Tribulation Period; and, which is the maximum
amount of time the Antichrist will have left to wreak his havoc upon the world until the Lord
comes to the Battle of Armageddon! And, we know God has promised those days will be
shortened.

"And except those days (the last 3 ¥2 years) should be shortened,
there should no flesh be saved: BUT FOR THE ELECT'S SAKE THOSE
DAYS SHALL BE SHORTENED.” (Matthew 24:22)

“The elect” are the saved of Israel. They were not elected to be saved; but, elected because
they chose to be saved by trusting Jesus Christ as their Savior; therefore, their Messiah.

Conclusion: No matter what devices Satan uses, his number is up, and he will lose! He
will be defeated at the battle of Armageddon, the Beast and False Prophet will be cast alive in-
to the Lake of Fire, and Satan will be chained for a 1,000 years in the Bottomless Pit.
(Revelation 20:1,2, and 10). The “handwriting is on the wall!”

“Daniel answered and said, Blessed be the name of God for ever
and ever: for wisdom and might are his: (V.20)

And he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and
setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to
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them that know understanding:”(Daniel 2:20-21)

" (God) Hath in these last days spoken unto us by Ais Son, whom he
hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;
(V.2)

Who being the brightness of Ais glory, and the express image of his
person, and UPHOLDING ALL THINGS BY THE WORD OF HIS POWER,
when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of
the Majesty on high;” (Hebrews 1:2-3)

If you do not have the certainty that you will go to Heaven when you leave this Earth, your
future, like that of Belshazzar and the Antichrist is also predicted. You will be doomed to join
them in the Lake of Fire.

“Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me,
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:”
(Matthew 25:41)

There is no better time than right now to trust Christ as your personal Savior.

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” (John 3:16)

“For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we
might be made the righteousness of God in him.” (2 Corinthians 5:21)

Then, Dear Christian, let us heed the lesson of the Book of Daniel. As we look at the evil
in the world around us, and come to the realization that God really has no reason to bless
America anymore; WE MUST MAKE THE WINNING OF SOULS OUR TOP PRIORITY! God says that
we should be,

“Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.” (Ephesians 5:16)

Our prayer is, “Even so, Come, Lord Jesus.” Why? The “handwriting is on the wall!”
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Daniel, Chapters 7 and 8, and Revelation 13:1-2 Compared

Y, L~ ¥ W

Daniel 2:32 Daniel 2:32 Daniel 2:32 Daniel 2:33

Daniel 7:5 Daniel 7:6 Daniel 7:7-12, 19-27
Bear Leopard Terrible Beast With Joh
Daniel 7:4 10 Horns 'Iqhn’
Lion Daniel 8:3.4, 20-22 Daniel 8:5-8 e e
Ram with Two Horns Goat with DEIIE] Berl, 2526 Apostle
; One Horn King of Fierce
Babylonian Medo-Persian Countenance
Empire Empire Grecian Empire Anti-Christ’s One

World Governme

The "Beast out of the Sea" that the Apostle John sees in Revelation 13:1,2,
embodies all the characteristics of the beasts of Daniel, Chapter 7, only in reverse.
He sees them looking back through time.

And | stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having
seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the
name of blasphemy. And the beast which | saw was like unto a leopard, and his
feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the
dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority. Revelation 13:1-2

Daniel Image: Briton, Rivier'e, Wikipedia John Image: iamthewordthecomforterblogspot, Beasts: freewebs.com/vickykamalmaurya/antichrist.html.- "No copyright material."”
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IV. THE “BEASTS” OF DANIEL, CHAPTER 7 AND DANIEL, CHAPTER 8, EXPLAINED.

Please refer to the Diagram entitled “The Beasts Of Daniel, Chapters 7 and 8,and Revelation
13:1-2 Compared” found on Page 44. The four “great beasts of Daniel, Chapter 7, are “four
kings,” corresponding to the four World Empires of Daniel, Chapter 2.

A. The Babylonian Empire of Nebuchadnezzar; A Lion with Wings. (Daniel 7:4)

*kkkkkkk

Pictured right: The Striding Lion of
Babylon was made of molded brick with
polychrome glaze and appeared along the
side of the Processional Way in ancient
Babylon in 604-562 B.C. This was a part of
the Ishtar Gate of Nebuchadnezzar’s beauti-
ful city. This can now be seen in the Orien-
tal Museum in Chicago, Illinois, and was
purchased from a museum in Berlin in
1931.There is also a section in the NEWLY
OPENED Museum IN Babylon, Iraq.
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“The first was like a lion, and had eagle's

wings:..." (Daniel 7:4a) 6. Detail From Babylon Processional Way.

Daniel 7:4b gives a lesson on pride that God had to teach Nebuchadnezzar. (Daniel 4:3-37)

“I beheld till the wings thereof were plucked, and it was lifted up from
the earth, and made stand upon the feet as a man, and a man's heart was
given to it.” (Daniel 7:4b)

1.“...wings were plucked,...” The humbling of Nebuchadnezzar.

2.%“...made stand upon the feet as a man,...” The healing of Nebuchadnezzar. He no
longer had the “heart of a beast” and acted like an animal, as he did in his insanity.

3.%“...a man’s heart was given to it,...” The humanity of Nebuchadnezzar returned. He
realized that God is in charge in the world of mere men. (Daniel 4:35)

This is an example of a prophecy fulfilled in the prophet’s own time.

B. Medo-Persian Empire, Pictured by a Bear; and a Ram With Two Horns (Daniel 7:5).

“"And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it raised up
itself on one side, and 7t had three ribs in the mouth of it between the
teeth of it: and they said thus unto it, Arise, devour much flesh.” (Daniel
7:5)
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1. The Bear “...raised itself up on one side,...” (Medo-Persia.)

The bear raised itself on one side showing that it was a combination of the Medes and the
Persians, with the Persians being the most powerful. Darius the Mede conquered Babylon when
Belshazzar saw “the handwriting on the wall.” (Daniel 5:30) Cyrus of Persia followed, bringing
more territory into the empire.
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7. Three Nations Making Up Medo-Persian Emplre

2. (Daniel 8:3,4) The “...ram which had two horns...” (Medo-Persia)

“Then I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and, behold, there stood before
the river a ram which had two horns: and the two horns were high; but
one was higher than the other, and the higher came up last. (V.3)

I saw the ram pushing west-ward, and northward, and southward; so
that no beasts might stand before him, neither was there any that could
deliver out of his hand; but he did according to his will, and became
great.” (V.4)

There is no need for a History lesson as the identity of the “ram which had two horns...” is
clearly given by inspired Scripture in Daniel 8:20.

“The ram which thou sawest having two horns are the kings of MEDIA
AND PERSIA."

C.The Grecian Empire, Pictured by a Four-Winged, Four-Headed Leopard; and a One-
Horned Goat (Daniel 7:6; 8:5-8).

1. (Daniel 7:6) The Four-Winged, Four-Headed Leopard (Grecian Empire).

"After this I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which had upon the
back of it four wings of a fowl; the beast had also four heads; and
dominion was given to it.” (Daniel 7:6)
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“...upon the back of it four wings of a fowl...” The leopard’s wings picture the swiftness of
Alexander the Great’s conquests. In 11 years, from 335 B.C. to 323 B.C., Alexander and his army
battled their way across 22,000 miles of the world on foot. He then died in Babylon in 323 B.C. at
the age of 33; “during a great feast to celebrate his victory...a victim9 of overeating, drunkenness,
and malaria...an outstanding example of a man who could conquer the world but could not
conquer himself.” (John F. Walvoord)

“...the beast had also four heads...” This proves the accuracy of Daniel’s prophecies. It
spells out that there are four; not five, or any other number. History records that after Alexander’s
death, his kingdom was divided among four of his generals: Ptolemy received Egypt and its
territories, Seleucas controlled Syria, Asia Minor and lands to its east, Lysimachus was given
Thrace and its territories; and, Cassander inherited Macedonia and Greece, itself.

2. (Daniel 8:5-8) The Rough He-Goat with One Horn (Grecian Empire).

“"And as I was considering, behold, an he goat (Grecian Empire) came
from the west on the face of the whole earth, and touched not the
ground: and the goat had a notable horn between his eyes (Alexander).
(V.5)

And he came to the ram that had fwo horns (Medo-Persia), which I
had seen standing before the river, and ran unto him in the fury of his
power. (V.6)

And I saw him come close unto the ram, and he was moved with choler
against him, and smote the ram (Medo-Persia), and brake his two horns:
and there was no power in the ram to stand before him, but he cast him
down to the ground, and stamped upon him: and there was none that
could deliver the ram out of his hand. (V.7)

Therefore the he goat waxed very great: and when he was strong, the
great horn (Alexander) was broken; and for it came up four notable ones
(his four generals) toward the four winds of heaven.” (Daniel 8:5-8)

Daniel 8:21 provides the identity of this world leader. History always proves the accuracy of
prophecy in Scripture; as, it is History written in advance.

“And the rough goat /s the king of Grecia: and the great horn that /s
between his eyes /s the first king (Alexander).”

“...the rough goat is the king...” The Hebrew word for “king” is “melek,” and means “a
king, royal.” This would be any king of Greece.

“...the great horn that is between his eyes is the first king.” The prophecy is specific. The
Hebrew word for “first” is “rishon” and means “first in time, place, or rank.” We know from rec-
orded history that the first ruler of Greece as a world empire was Alexander, the Great.

Daniel 8:22 confirms that the Grecian Empire was divided into four parts.

“Now that being broken, whereas four stood up for it, four kingdoms
shall stand up out of the nation, but not in his power.”
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Like Daniel, in Daniel 7:19, we would desire to know “the truth of the fourth beast,” and
“the King of fierce countenance” in Daniel 8:23. Here God instructs Daniel that it is for a time...

“...when the transgressors are come to the full,..."
and to...
“...shut thou up the vision; for it shall be for many days. (Daniel 8:26)

Therefore, for a complete exposition on the “fourth beast” of Daniel 7:7-12,19-27 and Daniel
8:9-14;23-26, please see Page 223 in this book, “The Antichrist Breaks the Covenant: Star “H.”

The Book of Daniel was written approximately 2600 years ago. This fulfilled prophecy,
which is now History, proves that future prophecy will be just as accurate.

“Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new things do I
declare: before they spring forth I tell you of them.” (Isaiah 42:9)
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SECTION TWO

|. PROPHECIES FULFILLED BY THE LORD JESUS CHRIST
Il. PROOFS THAT THE GOSPEL WRITERS WROTE INDEPENDENTLY
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I. PROPHECIES FULFILLED BY CHRIST

A. The Proposal.

Reach one person out of a world of people by mail. One person can be reached out of approx-
imately 7 Billion people, by five simple steps.

1. By selecting one country out of all the nations of the world.

2. One state — eliminates all the other states.

3. One city — eliminates all the other cities.

4. One house by correct address — all other houses eliminated.

5. Correct name — separates the person from all other individuals.

B. One Man By Race, Nation, Tribe, Family, Individual.

1. Shem One out of three eliminates Ham, Japheth— “God shall
enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem;
and Canaan shall be his servant.” (Genesis 9:27)

2. Nation A new nation, Israel. All others eliminated. (Genesis
15:19-21).10 Nations listed in Canaan: Kenites,
Kenizzites, Kadmonites, Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaims,
Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites, and Jebusites.

3. Abraham One man out of all peoples. (Genesis 18:18; Acts 3:25)

4. Isaac One son, out of all of Abram’s other children: Ishmael,
. Zimran, Jokshan, Median, Ishbak, Shuah, Sheba, De-

Genesis 17:19; Matthew 1:2 ’ . ’ ' ’ ’ '

( ) dan. (Genesis 25:1-3)

5. Jacob One brother out of two, Esau eliminated. (Genesis
28:14 with Luke 3:34)

6. Judah One tribe out of twelve: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Dan,
Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulon, Joseph, and
Benjamin. (Genesis 49:10 with Luke 3:33)
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C. Events of Christ’s Life.

PROPHECY

FULFILLED

1. Place of Birth.

“But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah,
though thou be little among the
thousands of Judah, yet out of thee
shall he come forth unto me that is to
be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth
have been from of old, from everlast-
ing.”(Micah 5:2)

“Now when Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of
Herod the king, behold, there came
wise men from the east to Jerusa-
lem,”(Matthew 2:1)

The Two Bethlehems.

Bethlehem was a small town in Judea. There was a much larger town about 75 miles

north, named Bethlehem of Zebulon. The prophecy in Micah was given about 700 years be-
fore Christ was born. Only the Omniscient God of Creation could have done this. There were
counterfeit prophets and mediums in the Old Testament; and from Christ’s time to the present.
God called them “wizards” and warned against them. Wizards were those claiming supernatu-

ral knowledge. They were demon possessed men who would also act as mediums.

“"And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have
familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and that mutter: should
not a people seek unto their God? for the living to the dead? (V.19)

To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to
this word, it is because there is no light in them.” (Isaiah 8:19-20)

PROPHECY

FULFILLED

2. Time of Birth/Death.

“Know therefore and understand,
that from the going forth of the
commandment to restore and to
build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the
Prince shall be seven weeks, and
threescore and two weeks: the street
shall be built again, and the wall, even
in troublous times. (V.25)

And after threescore and two
weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but
not for himself: and the people of the
prince that shall come shall destroy
the city and the sanctuary; and the
end thereof shall be with a flood, and
unto the end of the war desolations
are determined.” (Daniel 9:25-26)

“And it came to pass in those days,
that there went out a decree from
Caesar Augustus, that all the world
should be taxed. (V.1)

(And this taxing was first made
when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)
(v.2)

And all went to be taxed, every
one into his own city. (V.3)

And Joseph also went up from
Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth,
into Judaea, unto the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem; (because
he was of the house and lineage of
David:) (V.4)

To be taxed with Mary his es-
poused wife, being great with child.
(V.5)

And so it was, that, while they
were there, the days were accom-
plished that she should be delivered.
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(V.6)

And she brought forth her
firstborn son, and wrapped him in
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a
manger; because there was no room
for them in the inn.” (Luke 2:1-7)

Time of Death Predicted (Daniel 9:25,26; Galatians 4:4).

“Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the
commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah
the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the
street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. (V.25)

And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but
not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall
destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a
flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.”
(Daniel 9:25-26)

It should be noted that “weeks” is a mistranslation, as the original is “sevens,” indicating
“years,” not weeks. In Verse 25, the commandment to restore Jerusalem was given in Nehe-
miah 2:1-8 in the year 445 B.C. In Verse 25 is sixty-nine “sevens,” or, 483 years. In Verse 26,
there are sixty-two “sevens,” or, 434 years. Subtracting the 434 from 483, we know it took 49
years to rebuild the streets and walls of Jerusalem.

Note: The weeks being “sevens,” read Genesis 29:18-28 ref. Jacob working for Rachel.
Note: Here is the prophecy and the time that Christ would have been here:

1.445B.C.  Commandment to Rebuild Jerusalem

2. 33A.D. Christ Crucified

3. 4 Years Calendar Off

4. 1 Year Difference of Months

5. 483 Yrs.

483 years later Christ would be here and crucified because, “He came unto his own and
his own (Israel) received him not.” (John 1:11) Yes, God had prophesied when Christ, Isra-
el’s Messiah would come; had they believed the prophesy in Daniel 9:25,26, they would have
known.

“But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his
Son, made of a woman, made under the law,” (Galatians 4:4)

PROPHECY FULFILLED

) “When Israel was a child, then I “When he arose, he took the
3. Flight to Egypt. loved him, and called my son out of | young child and his mother by night,
Egypt.” (Hosea 11:1) and departed into Egypt: (V.14)
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And was there until the death of
Herod: that it might be fulfilled which
was spoken of the Lord by the proph-
et, saying, Out of Egypt have I called
my son.” (Matthew 2:14-15)

PROPHECY

FULFILLED

4. Infants Massacred.

“Thus saith the Lord; A voice was
heard in Ramah, lamentation, and
bitter weeping; Rachel weeping for
her children refused to be comforted
for her children, because they were
not.” (Jeremiah 31:15

“Then Herod, when he saw that he
was mocked of the wise men, was
exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and
slew all the children that were in
Bethlehem, and in all the coasts
thereof, from two years old and un-
der, according to the time which he
had diligently enquired of the wise
men. (V.16) Then was fulfilled that
which was spoken by Jeremy the
prophet, saying, (V.17) In Rama was
there a voice heard, lamentation, and
weeping, and great mourning, Rachel
weeping for her children, and would
not be comforted, because they are
not.” (Matthew 2:16-18)

Rachel Weeping For Her Children.

“Thus saith the Lord; A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation,
and bitter weeping; Rachel weeping for her children refused to be
comforted for her children, because they were not. “ Jeremiah 31:15

“The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord, after that
Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard had let him go from Ramah,
when he had taken him being bound in chains among all that were
carried away captive of Jerusalem and Judah, which were carried away
captive unto Babylon.” (Jeremiah 40:1)

Note: Rachel was the mother of Joseph and Benjamin, and was buried in the neighbor-
hood of Bethlehem (Genesis 35:19), where her tomb is still shown. She is figuratively
represented as rising from the tomb, in a double lament for the loss of her children: (1). First,
by the bitter Babylonian Captivity, never to see her children again. (2). And, now by the
bloody death of infants, two years old and younger by a madman, named Herod the Great.

PROPHECY

FULFILLED

5. Jerusalem Entry.

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zi-
on; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem:
behold, thy King cometh unto thee:
he is just, and having salvation; lowly,
and riding upon an ass, and upon a
colt the foal of an ass.” (Zechariah 9:9)

“On the next day much people
that were come to the feast, when
they heard that Jesus was coming to
Jerusalem, (V.12)

Took branches of palm trees, and
went forth to meet him, and cried,
Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel
that cometh in the name of the Lord.
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(V.13)

And Jesus, when he had found a
young ass, sat thereon; as it is written,
(V.14)

Fear not, daughter of Sion: behold,
thy King cometh, sitting on an ass's
colt. (V.15)

These things understood not his
disciples at the first: but when Jesus
was glorified, then remembered they
that these things were written of him,
and that they had done these things
unto him.” (John 12:12-16)

PROPHECY

FULFILLED

6. Ministry in Galilee.

“"Nevertheless the dimness shall
not be such as was in her vexation,
when at the first he lightly afflicted
the land of Zebulon and the land of
Naphtali, and afterward did more
grievously afflict her by the way of
the sea, beyond Jordan, in Galilee of
the nations. (V.1)

The people that walked in dark-
ness have seen a great light: they that
dwell in the land of the shadow of
death, upon them hath the light
shined.” (Isaiah 9:1-2)

“"Now when Jesus had heard that
John was cast into prison, he depart-
ed into Galilee; (V.12)

And leaving Nazareth, he came
and dwelt in Capernaum, which is up-
on the sea coast, in the borders of
Zabulon and Nephthalim: (13)

That it might be fulfilled which
was spoken by Esaias the prophet,
saying, (V.14)

The land of Zebulon, and the land
of Nephthalim, by the way of the sea,
beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gen-
tiles; (V.15)

The people which sat in darkness
saw great light; and to them which sat
in the region and shadow of death
light is sprung up. (Matthew 4:12-16)

PROPHECY

FULFILLED

7. His Betrayal.

“Yea, mine own familiar friend, in
whom I trusted, which did eat of my
bread, hath lifted up his heel against
me.” (Psalm 41:9)

“And Judas Iscariot, one of the
twelve, went unto the chief priests, to
betray him unto them.” (Mark 14:10)

“Then one of the twelve, called Ju-
das Iscariot, went unto the chief
priests, (V.14)

And said unto them, What will ye
give me, and I will deliver him unto
you? And they covenanted with him
for thirty pieces of silver. (V.15)

And from that time he sought
opportunity to betray him.” (Matthew
26:14-16)
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PROPHECY

FULFILLED

8. 30 Pieces of Silver.

“And I said unto them, If ye think
good, give me my price; and if not,
forbear. So they weighed for my price
thirty pieces of silver.” (Zechariah
11:12)

“And said unto them, What will ye
give me, and I will deliver him unto
you? And they covenanted with him
for thirty pieces of silver.” (Matthew
26:15)

The Thirty Pieces of Silver Predicted 500 Years Before.

“And I said unto them, If ye think good, give me my price; and if
not, forbear. So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver.”
(Zechariah 11:12)

This prophecy was about 500 years before Christ. | once asked a Math teacher what the
percentage was of a person predicting that a certain man would be betrayed and sold out for
exactly 30 pieces of silver? His answer was, “There are not enough numbers in the world to
estimate this impossibility.” He said, “You must be referring to Judas, as only God could do
that.” No unbeliever has an excuse for not believing God’s Word with this supernatural evi-
dence staring him in the face, written some 500 years before it was fulfilled

PROPHECY

FULFILLED

9. Money for the Potter’s
Field.

“And the Lord said unto me,
Cast it unto the potter: a goodly
price that I was prised at of them.
And I took the thirty pieces of
silver, and cast them to the potter
in the house of the Lord.” (Zecha-
riah 11:13)

“And the chief priests took the sil-
ver pieces, and said, It is not lawful for
to put them into the treasury, because
it is the price of blood. (V.6)

And they took counsel, and bought
with them the potter's field, to bury
strangers in.” (Matthew 27:6-7)

PROPHECY

FULFILLED

10. False Witnesses.

“False witnesses did rise up;
they laid to my charge things that
I knew not.” (Psalm 35:11)

“But found none: yea, though many
false witnesses came, yet found they
none. At the last came two false wit-
nesses, (V.60)

And said, This fellow said, I am able
to destroy the temple of God, and to
build it in three days.” (Matthew 26:60-
61)

PROPHECY

FULFILLED

11. Silent When Accused.

“He was oppressed, and he
was afflicted, yet he opened not
his mouth: he is brought as a
lamb to the slaughter, and as a
sheep before her shearers is
dumb, so he openeth not his
mouth.” (Isaiah 53:7

“But I, as a deaf man, heard
not; and I was as a dumb man

that openeth not his mouth.

“And said, This fellow said, I am
able to destroy the temple of God, and
to build it in three days. (V.61)

And the high priest arose, and said
unto him, Answerest thou nothing?
what is it which these witness against
thee? (V.62)

But Jesus held his peace. And the
high priest answered and said unto
him, I adjure thee by the living God,
that thou tell us whether thou be the
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(V.13)

Thus I was as a man that
heareth not, and in whose mouth
are no reproofs.” (Psalm 38:13-14)

Christ, the Son of God.” (Matthew
26:61-63)

“And when he was accused of the
chief priests and elders, he answered
nothing. (V.12)

Then said Pilate unto him, Hearest
thou not how many things they wit-
ness against thee? (V.13) And he
answered him to never a word; inso-
much that the governor marvelled
greatly.” (Matthew 27:12-14

PROPHECY

FULFILLED

12. Rejected by the Jews.

“He is despised and rejected of
men; a man of sorrows, and ac-
quainted with grief: and we hid as
it were our faces from him; he was
despised, and we esteemed him
not.” (Isaiah 53:3)

“The kings of the earth set
themselves, and the rulers take
counsel together, against the
Lord, and against his anointed,
saying, (V.2) Let us break their
bands asunder, and cast away
their cords from us.” (Psalm 2:2-3)

“"He came unto his own, and his
own received him not.” (John 1:11

“I am come in my Father's name,
and ye receive me not: if another shall
come in his own name, him ye will re-
ceive.” (John 5:43)

“And all they in the synagogue,
when they heard these things, were
filled with wrath, (V.28)

And rose up, and thrust him out of
the city, and led him unto the brow of
the hill whereon their city was built,
that they might cast him down head-
long.” (Luke 4:28-29)

“But first must he suffer many
things, and be rejected of this genera-
tion.” (Luke 17:25)

“And they cried out all at once, say-
ing, Away with this man, and release
unto us Barabbas:” (Luke 23:18)

PROPHECY

FULFILLED

13. A Prophet.

“The Lord thy God will raise up
unto thee a Prophet from the
midst of thee, of thy brethren, like
unto me; unto him ye shall heark-
en;” (Deuteronomy 18:15)

“Then those men, when they had
seen the miracle that Jesus did, said,
This is of a truth that prophet that
should come into the world.” (John
6:14)

“Many of the people therefore,
when they heard this saying, said, Of a
truth this is the Prophet.” (John 7:40)
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is defiled.” (Titus 1:15)

Christ Recognized As a Prophet; 1400 Years Before His Birth.

This prophecy was given to Moses to give to all Israel approximately 1450 B.C. No hu-
man being could predict a future event such as this. Only our Omniscient God would predict
that Jesus Christ of Jewish flesh would be recognized as a prophet over 1400 years before he
was born. With this kind of evidence to be rejected by unbelievers; they are described by God
in Titus 1:15. Their final destiny is also given in Revelation 21:8.

“Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled
and unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience

“But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and
murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all
liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and
brimstone: which is the second death.” (Revelation 21:8)

PROPHECY

FULFILLED

. “The Lord hath sworn, and will
14. A Priest. not repent, Thou art a priest for
ever after the order of Melchize-
dek.” (Psalm 110:4)

“Whither the forerunner is for us
entered, even Jesus, made an high
priest for ever after the order of Mel-
chisedec.” (Hebrews 6:20)

So also Christ glorified not himself
to be made an high priest; but he that
said unto him, Thou art my Son, to day
have I begotten thee. (V.5) As he saith
also in another place, Thou art a priest
for ever after the order of Melchise-
dec.” (Hebrews 5:5-6)

And it is yet far more evident: for
that after the similitude of Melchise-
dec there ariseth another priest, (V.15)

Who is made, not after the law of a
carnal commandment, but after the
power of an endless life. (V.16)

For he testifieth, Thou art a priest
for ever after the order of Melchise-
dec.” (Hebrews 7:15-17)

D. Explanation of Isaiah 53:4,5.

“Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did
esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. (V.4)

But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his

stripes we are healed.” (V.5)
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These verses are used by our phony faith healers today. Reference Verse 4, they state that
“griefs” should be translated “sicknesses,” and “sorrows” is in reference to “diseases. In other
words, all sickness and disease are covered in the atonement. Therefore, if we have faith, all can
be healed. | have books written by Oral Roberts, and many more from men like him. You and |
have seen these men perform their acts on TV. They thump the person on the forehead, they fall
back, sometimes on the floor; and, are declared to be healed! Of course, this indicates to the
viewers that the power of God flows through the great healer onto the person healed. The only
problem is, it contradicts Scripture.

Oral Roberts 1s dead. Evidently, what he preached didn’t work for him!
a. Isaiah 53:4 Is Physical Healing.

Isaiah 53:4 is a prophecy concerning Christ and was fulfilled by Christ; NOT, these false imi-
tators of Christ.

“And when Jesus was come into Peter's house, he saw his wife's
mother laid, and sick of a fever. (V.14)

And he touched her hand, and the fever left her: and she arose, and
ministered unto them. (V.15)

When the even was come, they brought unto him many that were
possessed with devils: and he cast out the spirits with his word, and
healed all that were sick: (V.16)

“That it might be FULFILLED which was spoken by Esaias the prophet,
saying, Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses.” (Matthew
8:14-17)

b. Isaiah 53:5,6 Is Spiritual Healing.

“Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we,
being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye
were healed.” (1 Peter 2:24)

“For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we
might be made the righteousness of God in him.” (2 Corinthians 5:21)

Note: For a refutation of the Pentecostal teaching, get our book Face to Face with Tongues.

E. Treatment and Crucifixion.

PROPHECY FULFILLED

“But he was wounded for our “And some began to spit on him,
transgressions, he was bruised for | and to cover his face, and to buffet
our iniquities: the chastisement of | him, and to say unto him, Prophesy:
our peace was upon him; and with | and the servants did strike him with
his stripes we are healed.” (Isaiah | the palms of their hands.” (Mark
53:5) 14:65)

1. Smitten and Spat Upon.
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Then Pilate therefore took Jesus,
and scourged him. (V.1)

And the soldiers platted a crown
of thorns, and put it on his head,
and they put on him a purple robe,
(V.2)

And said, Hail, King of the Jews!
and they smote him with their
hands. John 19:1-3

“And when he had thus spoken,
one of the officers which stood by
struck Jesus with the palm of his
hand, saying, Answerest thou the
high priest so?” (John 18:22)

PROPHECY

FULFILLED

2. Hated Without a Cause.

“They that hate me without a
cause are more than the hairs of
mine head: they that would destroy
me, being mine enemies wrongful-
ly, are mighty: then I restored that
which I took not away.” (Psalm
69:4)

‘They compassed me about also
with words of hatred; and fought
against me without a cause. (V.3)

For my love they are my adver-
saries: but I give myself unto
prayer. (V.4)

And they have rewarded me evil
for good, and hatred for my love.”
(Psalm 109:3-5)

“He that hateth me hateth my Fa-
ther also. (V.23)

If I had not done among them
the works which none other man
did, they had not had sin: but now
have they both seen and hated both
me and my Father. (V.42)

But this cometh to pass, that the
word might be fulfilled that is writ-
ten in their law, They hated me
without a cause.” (John 15:23-25)

PROPHECY

FULFILLED

3. Vicariously Suffered.

“Surely he hath borne our griefs,
and carried our sorrows: yet we did
esteem him stricken, smitten of
God, and afflicted. (V.4) But he was
wounded for our transgressions, he
was bruised for our iniquities: the
chastisement of our peace was up-
on him; and with his stripes we are
healed.”(Isaiah 53:4-5)

“When the even was come, they
brought unto him many that were
possessed with devils: and he cast
out the spirits with his word, and
healed all that were sick: (V.16)

That it might be fulfilled which
was spoken by Esaias the prophet,
saying, Himself took our infirmities,
and bare our sicknesses.” Matthew
8:16-17

“Who was delivered for our of-
fences, and was raised again for our
justification.” (Romans 4:25)

“For I delivered unto you first of
all that which I also received, how
that Christ died for our sins accord-
ing to the scriptures;” (1 Cor. 15:3)
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PROPHECY

FULFILLED

4. Crucified With Sinners.

“Therefore will 1 divide him a
portion with the great, and he shall
divide the spoil with the strong;
because he hath poured out his
soul unto death: and he was num-
bered with the transgressors; and
he bare the sin of many, and made
intercession for the transgressors.”
(Isaiah 53:12)

“Then were there two thieves
crucified with him, one on the right
hand, and another on the left.”
(Matthew 27:38)

PROPHECY

FULFILLED

5. Hands & Feet Pierced.

“For dogs have compassed me:
the assembly of the wicked have
inclosed me: they pierced my hands
and my feet.” (Psalm 22:16)

“And I will pour upon the house
of David, and upon the inhabitants
of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and
of supplications: and they shall look
upon me whom they have pierced,
and they shall mourn for him, as
one mourneth for his only son, and
shall be in bitterness for him, as
one that is in bitterness for his
firstborn.” (Zechariah 12:10)

“The other disciples therefore
said unto him, We have seen the
Lord. But he said unto them, Except I
shall see in his hands the print of the
nails, and put my finger into the
print of the nails, and thrust my
hand into his side, I will not believe.
(V.25)

And after eight days again his
disciples were within, and Thomas
with them: then came Jesus, the
doors being shut, and stood in the
midst, and said, Peace be unto you.”
(John 20:25-26)

PROPHECY

FULFILLED

6. Mocked & Insulted.

“But I am a worm, and no man;
a reproach of men, and despised of
the people. (V.6)

All they that see me laugh me
to scorn: they shoot out the lip,
they shake the head, saying, (V.7)

He trusted on the Lord that he
would deliver him: let him deliver
him, seeing he delighted in him.”
(Psalm 22:6-8)

“And they that passed by reviled
him, wagging their heads, (V.39)

And saying, Thou that destroyest
the temple, and buildest it in three
days, save thyself. If thou be the Son
of God, come down from the cross.
(V.40)

Likewise also the chief priests
mocking him, with the scribes and
elders, said, (V.41)

He saved others; himself he can-
not save. If he be the King of Israel,
let him now come down from the
cross, and we will believe him.”
(Matthew 27:39-42)

PROPHECY

FULFILLED

7. Gall and Vinegar.

"They gave me also gall for my
meat; and in my thirst they gave
me vinegar to drink.” (Psalm 69:21)

“Now there was set a vessel full
of vinegar: and they filled a spunge
with vinegar, and put it upon hys-
sop, and put it to his mouth.” (John
19:29)
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PROPHECY

FULFILLED

8. Hears Prophetic Words
Repeated in Mockery.

“He trusted on the Lord that he
would deliver him: let him deliver
him, seeing he delighted in him.”
(Psalm 22:8)

“He trusted in God; let him deliv-
er him now, if he will have him: for
he said, I am the Son of God.” (Mat-
thew 27:43)

PROPHECY

FULFILLED

9. His Side Pierced.

“And I will pour upon the house
of David, and upon the inhabitants
of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and
of supplications: and they shall look
upon me whom they have pierced,
and they shall mourn for him, as
one mourneth for his only son, and
shall be in bitterness for him, as
one that is in bitterness for his
firstborn.” (Zechariah 12:10)

“But one of the soldiers with a
spear pierced his side, and forthwith
came there out blood and water.”
(John 19:34)

PROPHECY

FULFILLED

10. Cast Lots for Clothing.

“They part my garments among
them, and cast lots upon my ves-
ture.” (Psalm 22:18)

“And when they had crucified
him, they parted his garments, cast-
ing lots upon them, what every man
should take.” (Mark 15:24)

“They said therefore among
themselves, Let us not rend it, but
cast lots for it, whose it shall be: that
the scripture might be fulfilled,
which saith, They parted my raiment
among them, and for my vesture
they did cast lots. These things
therefore the soldiers did.” (John
19:24)

PROPHECY

FULFILLED

11. No Bones Broken.

“He keepeth all his bones: not
one of them is broken.” (Psalm
34:20)

“But when they came to Jesus,
and saw that he was dead already,
they brake not his legs:” (John
19:33)

“For these things were done, that
the scripture should be fulfilled, A
bone of him shall not be broken.”
(John 19:36)
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PROPHECY

FULFILLED

12. Buried With the Rich.

“And he made his grave with the
wicked, and with the rich in his
death; because he had done no vio-
lence, neither was any deceit in his
mouth.”(Isaiah 53:9)

“"When the even was come, there
came a rich man of Arimathaea,
named Joseph, who also himself was
Jesus' disciple: (V.57)

He went to Pilate, and begged
the body of Jesus. Then Pilate com-
manded the body to be delivered.
(v.58)

And when Joseph had taken the
body, he wrapped it in a clean linen
cloth, (V.59)

And laid it in his own new tomb,
which he had hewn out in the rock:
and he rolled a great stone to the
door of the sepulchre, and depart-
ed.” (Matthew 27:57-60)

PROPHECY

FULFILLED

13. His Ascension.

“Thou hast ascended on high,
thou hast led captivity captive: thou
hast received gifts for men; yea, for
the rebellious also, that the Lord
God might dwell among them.”
(Psalm 68:18)

“And he led them out as far as to
Bethany, and he lifted up his hands,
and blessed them. (V.50)

And it came to pass, while he
blessed them, he was parted from
them, and carried up into heaven.”
(Luke 24:50-51)

“And when he had spoken these
things, while they beheld, he was
taken up; and a cloud received him
out of their sight. (V.9)

And while they looked stedfastly
toward heaven as he went up, be-
hold, two men stood by them in
white apparel; (V.10)

Which also said, Ye men of Gali-
lee, why stand ye gazing up into
heaven? this same Jesus, which is
taken up from you into heaven, shall
so come in like manner as ye have
seen him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:9-
11)

“Wherefore he saith, When he
ascended up on high, he led captiv-
ity captive, and gave gifts unto men.
(v.8)

(Now that he ascended, what is it
but that he also descended first into
the lower parts of the earth? (V.9)

He that descended is the same
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also that ascended up far above all
heavens, that he might fill all
things.)” ( Ephesians 4:8-10)

F. The Royal Blood Line of Christ Bypasses the Curse on Jeconiah’s Line.

Matthew’s Gospel

Abraham — David — Solomon — CONIAH — Joseph.

In 2 Samuel 7:8-17 and Psalm 89:3,4, we have the Davidic Covenant
given.
“And thine (David’'s) house and thy kingdom (David’s) shall be

established for ever before thee: thy throne (David’s) shall be
established for ever.” (2 Samuel 7:16)

“I have made a covenant with my chosen, I have sworn unto
David my servant, (V.3) Thy seed (David's) will I establish for ever,
and build up thy throne (David’s) to all generations. Selah.” (Psalm
89:3-4)

Scripture tells us that a curse was placed upon the line of Coniah;
which is given in Jeremiah 22:28-30.

“Is this man Coniah a despised broken idol? is he a vessel wherein
is no pleasure? wherefore are they cast out, he and his seed, and are
cast into a land which they know not? (V.28)

O earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the Lord. (V.29

Thus saith the Lord, Write ye this man childless, a man that shall
not prosper in his days: FOR NO MAN OF HIS SEED SHALL PROSPER,
SITTING UPON THE THRONE OF DAVID, AND RULING ANY MORE IN
JUDAH."” (V.30)

No one through this line could inherit the throne. Coniah is also
called Jeconiah. He was the next-to-last king of Judah, and reigned in Je-
rusalem 3 months and 10 days. (2 Chronicles 36:9)

Luke’s Gospel.

Adam — Abraham — David - NATHAN — Heli — Mary — Jesus

Now, if God did not set up David’s throne forever, then He has bro-
ken the Covenant and His Word would not be true. Satan would then
have defeated God.

1 Chronicles 3:5 tells us,
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“And these were born unto him (David) in Jerusalem; Shimea, and
Shobab, and NATHAN, and Solomon, four, of Bathshua the daughter
of Ammiel:" (1 Chronicles 3:5)

Notice that Nathan was an older son of David; therefore, having the
rights to the throne. If Christ had been the natural son of Joseph, who de-
scended from Jeconiah, he could never sit upon the throne reigning as
king, because of the curse. However, Christ came through Mary’s line,
and Nathan’s; giving Christ the legal right to inherit the throne as the
adopted son of Joseph. He, therefore, bypassed the curse in Jeremiah. In
Genesis 3:15, Christ was prophesied to be born of the “Seed of the Wom-
an,” which was Mary.

“And I will put enmity between thee (Satan) and the woman
(Mary), and between thy seed (Satan) and her seed (Christ); it shall
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” (Genesis 3:15)

In the sight of the Law, Jesus was a son of Joseph. Jesus had legal
rights to the Throne of David through Joseph; but, not the rights of blood
kin upon which the curse stood. His blood rights came through Mary, Na-
than, and David. Jesus was the only one that could be of the family of
Solomon, legally; and then, not be of the same by blood.

No one but the Lord Jesus Christ could ever fulfill all of these prophecies. God has given us
an overwhelming amount of evidence; so that no one is with excuse. What an assurance to sup-
port our faith that Christ is the Messiah and Savior.
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II. PROOFS THAT THE GOSPEL WRITERS WROTE INDEPENDENTLY

| have inserted the following to silence the philosophy of the atheists, unbelievers, and en-
emies of God who seek a following. They claim that these writers copied from each other in
order to deceive you. The verses listed under each Gospel do not appear in any other Gospel.

The Scriptures:

“For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we
made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,
but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. (V.16)

For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there
came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased. (V.17).

And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were
with him in the holy mount.”(2 Peter 1:16-18)

“For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when
ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as
the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which
effectually worketh also in you that believe.” (1 Thessalonians 2:13)

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:”
(2 Timothy 3:16)

“Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any
private interpretation. (V.20)

For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy
men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” (2 Peter
1:20,21)

Also see Acts 1:1-4 and Luke 1:1-4, (Verse 3 is *'from above.")

A. The Gospel of Matthew.

1 1:18-25 An Angel Appears to Joseph.

2 2:1-12 Visit of the Wise Men.

3 2:13-15 Flight to Egypt.

4, 2:19-23 Return to Nazareth.

5. 13:44 Parable of Hidden Treasure.

6 13:45,46 Parable of the Goodly Pearl.

7 13:47-51 Parable of the Draw Net.

8 9:27-34 The Blind and Dumb Man Healed.
9 18:23-35 Parable of the Unmerciful Servant.

10: 25:1-13 Parable of the Ten Virgins.
11. 25:14-30 Parable of the Ten Talents.
12. 25:31-46 Discourse on the Judgment Day.
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13. 27:19
14. 27:24
15. 28:2-4
16. 28:11-15
17. 20:1-16
18. 21:14
19. 21:28-32
B. The Gospel of Mark.
1. 8:22-26
2.
C. The Gospel of Luke.
1. 1:5-22
2. 1:39-56
3. 1:57-80
4, 1:26-38
5. 2:41-50
6. 4:16-27
7. 4:28-30
8. 7:11
9. 7:12-16
10. 7:36-48
11. 7:41-43
12. 8:1-3
13. 10:1-16
14. 9:51-56
15. 17:11-19
16. 10:25-37
17. 10:38-42
18. 11:5-13
19. 10:17-24
20. 18:9-14
21. 22:50,51
22. 23:39-43
23. 24:34
D. The Gospel of John
1. 1:19-36
2. 1:35-49
3. 2:1-11
4, 2:13-25
5. 2:13-17
6. 3:1-21
7. 3:22

The Appeal of Pilate's Wife.
Pilate washes his hands.

The Earthquake.

The Report of the Watch.
Parable of Laborers in Vineyard.
The Healing in the Temple.
Parable of Two Sons.

Blind Men Healed at Bethsaida.

11:12-14,20-21 with Matthew 21:18-20. (Vss. 20-21, Not in Matthew)

Gabriel appears to Zacharias.

Mary Visits Elizabeth.

The Birth of John, the Baptist.
Annunciation to Mary.

Christ Visits the Temple When Twelve.
Christ's Discourse at Nazareth.
Christ Rejected at Nazareth.

Christ at Nain.

The Widow's Son Raised To Life.
The Discourteous Pharisees and the Anointing.
Parable of the Two Debtors.

The Tour in Galilee.

Seventy Sent Forth.

Rejection by the Samaritans.
Healing of the Ten Lepers.

Parable of the Good Samaritan.

At the Home of Martha and Martha.
Parable of the Friend at Midnight.
The Seventy Return.

Pharisee and the Publican.

Healing of Malchus' ear.

Dying Thief's Confession.

Christ's Appearance to Peter.

The Testimony of John the Baptist.
Five Disciples Enrolled.

First Miracle: Water to Wine.

First Passover.

Temple Cleansed.

Discourse on the New Birth.

The Early Judean Ministry.
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8. 4:4-26 The Water of Life and the Samaritan Woman.

9. 4.28-42 The Revival in Samaria.
10. 5:1 Second Passover.
11. 5:2-9 Impotent Man at the Pool Healed.
12. 5:17-47 Discourse on His Divinity.
13. 6:25-59 Discourse on the Bread of Life.
14, 6:60-66 Some of the Disciples Defect.
15.. 7:10-53 Teaching at the Feast of Tabernacles.
16. 8:1-11 The Adulterous Woman.
17. 8:15-58 Discourse on Fatherhood.
18. 11:1-46 The Raising of Lazarus.
19. 11:54 The Retirement to the City of Ephraim.
20. 12:20-36 The Visit of the Greeks.
2l. 12:37-50 Discourse on Unbelief.
22, 13:1-17 Washing the Disciple's Feet.
23. 14:1-31 Jesus' Parting Words.
24, 15:1-11 Parable of the True Vine.
25. 16:7-15 The Promise of the Holy Spirit.
26. 17:1-26 The Intercessory Prayer.
217. 20:2 Mary finds the tomb empty.
28. 21:6 The Miracle of the Draught of Fishes.
29. 14:2,3 "Many Mansions" and "Coming Again."

E. An Example; The Anointing of the Savior’s Head and Feet.

1. Some of the Gospels give the same event: but occasionally give additional information.
For example: John 12:3 where Mary anointed the feet of Jesus: but mentions nothing about
Mary pouring the ointment on the head of Christ. In Mark 14:3 is recorded the same event:
which gives the additional information about the woman using the ointment to anoint Christ's
head. There is no contradiction: only additional information. Notice in the same account of
this, the following:

Mark records it took place in the house of Simon, the Leper (v.3). (Not stated by John.)
a. Mark states the ointment was in an alabaster box (v. 3 ). (Not stated by John).
b. Mark, in verse 3, records she broke the box: but John says nothing of it.

c. Mark 14:4 is interesting: as Mark records that some said ""Why was this waste of
ointment made?"* John does not record it.

2. Now, let us see what John records that Mark does not.

a. In John 12:3 it is recorded that Mary took a pound of ointment. Not recorded in
Mark.

b. John 12:3 records that the ""house was filled with the odour of the ointment."
Not recorded in Mark
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c. John, in Verses 4.5, mentions Judas Iscariot as objecting to what Mary was doing.
Mark doesn't mention Judas Iscariot.

d. John records in Verse 6 that Judas was Simon's son, which Mark does not mention;
and on and on we could go!

3. Now...back to the anointing of the feet as recorded by Mark and the anointing of the
head as John records. Both are correct. This is verified by Christ, Himself, in Mark 14:8 when
Christ states:

"She is come aforehand to anoint my body to the burying."
The body would include both the head and feet; would it not?

The records of Mark and John contain no contradictions; but, only a composite of the facts
and information that God wanted us to know. As we are told in 2 Timothy 3:16, the Holy Spirit
inspired both as to what to record with their pens as:

"All Scripture is given by the inspiration of God:"

This is why the Four Gospels were written; to give us a complete composite of facts sur-
rounding our Wonderful Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; and to silence the skeptics and infidels.
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SECTION THREE
“HAT DIAGRAM” OUTLINE WITH SUBSECTIONS
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I. ABOUT THIS SECTION

This section of the book is laid out following the diagram below, sometimes referred to as
the “Hat Diagram.” This diagram is actually a timeline of prophetic events, yet future.

Each Chapter has the same diagram at the top with a yellow star in reference to the topic
that is being written about. The first chapter would be thus, “A. The Church Age” and the letter
“A” would be in the yellow star. (As seen below.) In each chapter following, the star will move
ahead one letter. There are subsections in each chapter designated by I, I, I11, etc.

To understand this part of the book, do as did the Wise Men of old, look for the star.
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8. Timeline or the ""Hat Diagram™

THE “HAT DIAGRAM” OUTLINE
A. Church Age.

1.The Building (Ephesians 2:19-22).

2.The Bride (Revelation 19:7,8).

3.The Church (Ecclesia, Assembly) (Ephesians 5:25).
B. Rapture (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 1 Corinthians 15:50).
C. Judgment Seat of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:10; 1 Corinthians 3:11-15).
D. Seven-year Tribulation Period (Daniel 9:25-27).
E. Marriage Supper of the Lamb (Revelation 19:7-9).
F. First Battle of Gog & Magog (Ezekiel, Chapters 38 and 39).
G. Antichrist's Rise To Power (Daniel 11:21 & 32; Daniel 8:23).
H. Antichrist Breaks His Covenant with Israel.
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1.The Abomination of Desolation spoken of in Daniel 9:27 and Matthew 24:15-20.
2. Start of the Great Tribulation — The Last 3 %2 Years (Matthew 24:21,22).
3.Antichrist Declares Himself to Be God. (2 Thessalonians 2:3,4).
4.The One-World Church and the One-World Government (Revelation, Chapter 13).
I. Christ Returns To The Earth.
1.Location, the Mount of Olives (Zechariah 14:4).
2.Saints of God Will Come With Christ (Jude 14).
3.Christ Upon His Throne (Matthew 25:31).
4.Purpose, To Judge The Nations (2 Timothy 4:1).
J. Battle of Armageddon (Revelation 14:15-20; 16:16; 19:15-21).
K. Judgment of the Nations (Matthew 24:38-44; 25:32-46).
L. Reign of Christ On Earth.
1.Length (1,000 years (Revelation 20:1, 2).
2.Peace (Isaiah 11:6-9).

3.Nations will have to be represented in keeping the Feast of Tabernacles in Jerusa-
lem once a year. (Zechariah14:16-19).

4.The Marriage Supper of The Lamb (Revelation 19:7-9).
M. Second Battle of Gog And Magog (Revelation 20:8-10).
N. Great White Throne Judgment (Revelation 20:11-15).
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THE CHURCH AGE, SIXTH DISPENSATION: STAR “A”

I. THE CHURCH IDENTIFIED
The Building: Ephesians 2:19-22
The Bride: Revelation 19:7,8
The Church: “Ecclesia, A Called Out Assembly.” (Ephesians 5:25)

The Church Age is also the Sixth Dispensation, alternately known as the Age of Grace. It
extends from the descent of the Holy Spirit to the ascent of the Church; or the Rapture. Dura-
tion: 2000 years plus. Man's condition during this dispensation is that all the world is guilty
before God (Romans 3:10-18). “All have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” By
nature man is a sinner, “born in iniquity.” Even though all have sinned; all can be saved by be-
lieving on the Lamb of Calvary, God’s Son, and our Savior, Jesus Christ.

“Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”
(Acts 4:12)

"And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
saved, and thy house.” (Acts 16:31)

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life."(John 3:16)

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:
it is the gift of God: (8) Not of works, lest any man should boast.
(Ephesians 2:8-9)

"These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of
the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye
may believe on the name of the Son of God. " (1 John 5:13)

The Christian's responsibility during the Church Age is to win the lost.
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"But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel,
even so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our
hearts. (1 Thessalonians 2:4)

The Church Age will end with the Rapture of the Church from a world of sin, as Scripture
reveals in 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18.

“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in
Christ shall rise first: (V.16)

Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we
ever be with the Lord. (V.17).

Wherefore comfort one another with these words.” (1 Thessalonians
4:16-18)

I1. THE CHURCH HAS NOT REPLACED ISRAEL!

Much confusion has been caused by the "teaching" that God is through with Israel and her
blessings have now been given to the Church. No, Israel is NOT the church and the Church has
not replaced Israel. Through Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, God was forming a nation to ultimate-
ly produce the Messiah (Jesus Christ) and show Himself to the surrounding pagan nations.

“Then PAUL AND BARNABAS waxed bold, and said, It was necessary
that the word of God should first have been spoken to you: BUT
SEEING YE PUT IT FROM YOU, and judge yourselves unworthy of
everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles.” (V.46)

“For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set thee (Paul
and Barnabas) to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for
salvation unto the ends of the earth." (Acts 13:46,47)

This was during the Dispensation of Promise, beginning with the call of Abraham (Genesis
12:1-3) and ending with the Exodus. (Exodus 12:40)

Also during the dispensation of Law, from the Exodus to the Cross, God wanted the Jews
to reach out and bring other nationalities to Him. They could become Jewish proselytes and
keep the rituals and sacrifices. These sacrifices only covered sin and the shedding of innocent
blood showed what the Messiah would do when He went to the Cross. Those that believed and
were saved, were looking forward to the crucified Christ. We look back to the Cross, believing
that Jesus died to pay for our sins; therefore having the assurance of eternal life.

When Christ came, He became the perfect sacrifice which would not just cover sin; but,
take it away completely.

“The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” ( John 1:29)
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After the cross, we enter a new dispensation. The Church Age; or, Age of Grace. Under
Promise and the Law, God dealt through one nation, Israel. Under Grace, He deals with the
world, and all nationalities.

"Is he the God of the Jews only? Is he not also of the Gentiles? Yes,
of the Gentiles also." (Romans 3:29)

"There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free,
there is neither male nor female: ye are all one in Christ Jesus."
(Galatians 3:28)

There is one kind of salvation for all.

"For God so loved the WORLD, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal
life." (John 3:16)

It is not ethnic salvation. Everyone is saved the same way, by believing that Jesus Christ
died to pay for our sins.

After the Rapture, we have the 7-Year Tribulation Period. God again deals with the Jews
as a NATION for their rejection of Christ, and with the world as a whole for its ungodliness. It
is called "Jacob's Trouble." (Jeremiah 30:7; Daniel 12:1; Revelation, Chapters 6-19)

Romans 11:26 is important in this context.

"And so all Israel shall be saved; There shall come out of Sion the
Deliverer (Christ), and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob (the
Nation of Israel):”

This occurs at the end of the Tribulation Period. The Jews know the Antichrist is not the
Messiah; as the Real One, King Jesus, has arrived on the scene! Individual Jews surviving at
the end of the Tribulation Period will either have believed in Christ as their Messiah or, have
taken the mark “666,” and will hear the devastating words of Matthew 25:41.

"Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me,
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:”

It will be the same with surviving Gentiles. This occurs at the Judgment of the Nations at
the end of the Tribulation and beginning of the Kingdom. (Matthew 25:31-46) The only sur-
viving Jews entering the Kingdom will be believing Jews.

"...So all Israel shall be saved."

It is the same for the Gentiles. Then begins the 1,000 year Kingdom when Christ reigns
from Jerusalem. (Revelation 19:11, 20:4-6).

We have to make the determination according to the context of the Scripture as to whether
it is speaking of individual salvation; and not of the nation as a whole.
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III. EXPLANATION OF ROMANS 11:20, 21

"Well; because of unbelief they (Israel) were broken off, and thou
(Gentiles) standeth by faith. Be not highminded but fear. For if God
spared not the natural branches (Israel), take heed lest he also spare
not thee (Gentiles)."

Since this verse says "'because of unbelief" Israel was "broken off," and then warns us,
the Gentiles, "'...take heed lest he also spare not thee,” some question that this means you
can lose your salvation, and that God is through with Israel.

A. Romans, Chapters 9-11.

Romans, Chapters 9 to 11 are speaking concerning Israel as a nation; and the Christian's
attitude toward them during the Church Age.

1.Chapter 9: Israel in the Past.

2.Chapter 10: Israel in the Present.

3.Chapter 11: Israel in the Future.
1. Israel In the Past.

Christ, the Messiah was promised to Israel as their King. The Prophet, speaking by the in-
spiration of the Holy Spirit, told Israel in Isaiah 9:6,

"For unto us a child (Jesus) is born (His humanity), unto us a son
(Christ, His deity) is given: and the government shall be upon his
shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The
mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace."

Also, Isaiah, in 7:14, said to Israel,

"Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign: Behold, a virgin
shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel (God
with us).”

All the Gospels record the Lord Jesus Christ offering Himself to Israel as their long-
awaited Messiah, King and Savior; but, as a nation, they rejected Him. In John 1:11 we have
the record,

He (Christ) came unto his own (Israel) and his own (Israel) received
him not."

In Matthew 27:22,

"...They all say unto him (Pilate), let him (Christ) be crucified."
Because of their unbelief, they were dispersed throughout the world in 70 A.D.
2. Israel In the Present.

In the meantime, the saved Gentiles, who are the **wild olive tree' of Romans 11:24, have
the religious privileges of taking the Gospel to the Jews and the rest of the world.
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“For if thou wert cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature,
and wert graffed contrary to nature into a good olive tree: how much
more shall these, which be the natural branches, be graffed into their
own olive tree?” (Romans 11:24)

During this Church Age, from Pentecost to the Rapture, God is not dealing with any one
nation in particular; but, is calling out a people for His name, regardless of nationality. (Gala-
tians 3:28).

“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there
is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians
3:28

3. Israel In the Future.

After the Rapture, Israel will face horrible persecutions at the hands of the Antichrist.
Then, the Lord returns to establish His Kingdom; thus fulfilling His promises of blessing and
preservation to His chosen people, the nation of Israel. This is what Romans 11:23,24 is say-
ing,

"..for God is able to graff them (Israel) in again (i.e. as a
nation)."(V.23)

And,
"...the natural branches, be graffed into their own olive tree."(V.24)

The Olive Tree represents Israel’s religious privileges; therefore, representing Israel as a
restored nation. (Ezekiel 37:21,22) Israel will worship the Lord Jesus Christ as their Messiah,
King, and Savior; thus, fulfilling Romans 11:26,

"And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come
out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob
(Israel).”

Romans, Chapter 11, proves that God is faithful to His Word. As the Nation of Israel is
made up of individuals, the majority never believed and are in Hell today; as they never were
saved. Those 3,000 that did believe on Pentecost (Acts 2:41) are in Heaven today.

As a nation, Israel has and will be chastened at the hand of God; but, in the end, it is still a
nation. When a person accepts Jesus Christ as their Savior they become a child of God. (John
1:12) When they sin, God can chasten; but, they are still a Christian, still a son of God. The
Lord makes this perfectly clear in Hebrews 12:5-7.

“"And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as
unto children, My SON, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord,
nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: (V.5)

For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every SON
whom he receiveth. (V.6)

If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for
what SON is he whom the father chasteneth not? (V.7)
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No, you can never lose your salvation; or you would also lose your relationship as a son.
God will always keep His promises to the Nation of Israel, also!

IV. CAN WE DISCERN THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES?

"...now /t /s high time to awake out of sleep: for now /s our salvation
(deliverance from “the wrath to come,” i.e. the Rapture) nearer than
when we believed. (V.11) The night is far spent, the day is at
hand:"(Romans 13:11-12)

These words, which the Apostle Paul penned by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, let us know
that we Christians do not have much time to serve the Lord. As composer, Esther Smith, wrote
in the verses of this chorus,

“The next event is the Great Advent,
The Messiah comes again.
So, with one accord
Let us serve the Lord;
For the night is far spent.
Let the word be sent
O’er the land’s extent;
Only faith in Christ will save.
Soon the Lord will come.
Will He say, “Well done!”
“The night is far spent.”

As a Christian looks around him at the downward moral spiral of our country and the evil
in the world today, one feels the Rapture must be close. Many atheists scoff at the truth of the
Bible, and ridicule Christians for believing that we will one day be “caught up” to Heaven to
be with our Savior and loved ones who have gone before. The Apostle Peter, speaking by in-
spiration in 2 Peter 3:3,4 said,

“Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers,
walking after their own lusts, (V.3)

And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning
of the creation.” (V.4)

Rightly dividing the Word of Truth allows the Christian to know what signs to apply to the
Church Age, and what signs to apply to the Tribulation Period.

A. Signs for the 7-Year Tribulation.

The Seven Year Tribulation Period, is also known as “The 70" Week of Daniel,” and the
“Time of Jacob’s Trouble. (Jeremiah 30:7).
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1. Matthew 24:3-12.

“And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto
him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what
shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world (age)?
(V.3)

And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man
deceive you. (V. 4)

For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall
deceive many. (5)

And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not
troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.
(V. 6)

For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom:
and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers
places. (V. 7)

All these are the beginning of sorrows. (V. 8)

Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and
ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake. (V. 9)

And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and
shall hate one another. (V. 10)

And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. (V. 11)

And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax
cold.” (Matthew 24:3-12)

2. Matthew 24:23-24.

“Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there;
believe it not. (23)

For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew
great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall
deceive the very elect.” (Matthew 24:23,24)

3. Matthew 24:29-30.

“Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be
darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall
from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: (V. 29)

And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and
then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son
of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.”
(Matthew 24:29,30)

There are two reasons why these signs are for the Tribulation Period and not the Rapture.
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a. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John knew nothing about the Rapture, as this was a
mystery until revealed unto the Apostle Paul as described in Ephesians 3:1-10.

b. In Matthew, Chapter 24, the signs listed are for the Tribulation as Verse 29 states
that Christ will come “immediately after the tribulation of those days.”

In Verse 30, Christ comes from Heaven to the Earth; “and then shall all the tribes of the
earth mourn.” They mourn because they are unbelievers and their judgment is eminent.

B. Signs For the End of the Church Age.
1. 1 Timothy 3:1-15.

“This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.
(V.1)

For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters,
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, (V.2)

Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent,
fierce, despisers of those that are good, (V.3)

Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of
God; (V.4)

Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from
such turn away. (V.5)

For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive
silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, (V.6)

Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the
truth. (V.7)

Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also
resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith.
(V.8)

But they shall proceed no further: for their folly shall be manifest
unto all men, as theirs also was. (V.9)

But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose,
faith, longsuffering, charity, patience, (V.10)

Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at
Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the
Lord delivered me. (V.11)

Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer
persecution. (V.12)

But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving,
and being deceived. (V.13)

But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast
been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; (V.14)
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And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which
are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in
Christ Jesus.” (1 Timothy 3:1-15)

2. 1 Timothy 4:1-4.

“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some
shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and
doctrines of devils; (V.1)

Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot
iron; (V.2)

Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats,
which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them
which believe and know the truth. (V.3)

For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it
be received with thanksgiving:” (1 Timothy 4:1-4)

Paul was living in the First Century of the Church Age and had written 2 Timothy about
68 A.D. Paul had described the Rapture in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, written about 52 A.D. In
fact, at the conclusion of each chapter he made reference to Christ’s coming. (1:10; 2:19; 3:13;
4:16,17; 5:23)

Paul knew the Rapture would end the Church Age and initiate the Tribulation, and he was
inspired by the Holy Spirit to describe and warn Christians about how evil people will be on
the door steps of the Rapture. One can easily see in the last 40, or so, years, how our values in
American have almost plummeted into non-existence.

Paul continues in 2 Timothy 4:3,4, describing the world’s attitude towards the TRUTH, as
recorded in God’s Word, the Bible.

“For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine;
but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having
itching ears;” (V.3)

“And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be
turned unto fables.” (V.4)

Since the Supreme Court has done its best to wipe God out of America, there has been a
great change in people’s response to Christians that witness. It used to be that people were in-
terested in knowing how to have eternal life in Heaven. They rejoiced to know that God loved
them and eternal life was a free gift. (Ephesians 2:8,9) That the gift of eternal life was accepted
by simple faith in the absolute fact that John 3:16 was true.

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.”

But today, after two-thousand plus years, these signs are upon us. At the end of Verse 3 are
the words “having itching ears.” These are those who absolutely reject the truth and are eager
to listen to false teachers that agree with their own ideas that are contrary to the will of God.
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Churches today have turned into godless entertainment centers instead of Bible-teaching
churches.

The Christian’s responsibility is given in 2 Timothy 4:2 and 5.

"Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove,
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.” (V.2)

“But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an
evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.” (V.5)

In conclusion: the Word of God, in the eyes of our Supreme Court, seems to be the virus
that is destroying humanity. Their pursuit to exterminate this virus has brought America’s so-
cial behavior to fulfill God’s Word in Proverbs 29:18,

“"Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth
the law, happy is he.”

The literal meaning describes perfectly what happens to society when the Word of God is
excluded.

a. “no vision” — literally means that there is no word from God.

b.“The people perish” — This is a very interesting word in the Hebrew. Of the 117
times this word appears in the Old Testament, only here is the Hebrew word “PARA”
used. The Hebrew “para” means: To loosen; to expose; avoid; uncover; make naked.
It is translated as “perish” in our English, which describes the end results of society
collectively, or people individually. So, the literal meaning of this verse, in compli-
ance to the Hebrew meaning, would read like this,

“Where there is no word from God the people cast off restraints
and literally go to pieces.”

We can hardly believe what we see today in our society. Human beings acting like wild
animals, and this is paraded before our eyes, not only on the nightly news; but, in what passes
for a television program. We pray, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus.”

V.”AS THE DAYS OF NOAH”
A. An Explanation of Genesis 6:1-9.

“But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of
man be. (V.37)

For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe
entered into the ark, (V.38)

And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall
also the coming of the Son of man be.” (Matthew 24:37-39)

The men of old rejected Enoch's warning that God's judgment was going to come (Jude
14,15). About 550 years later, here comes Noah. Enoch died 69 years before Noah was born.
The Flood came when Noah was 600 years old (Genesis 7:11). Noah had preached the Flood
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Judgment for 120 years prior to the Flood. Yet, we find mankind did not believe and “knew
not until the flood came and took them all away...”

The “coming of the Son of man” that Matthew is referring to is what occurs at the end of
the Tribulation. The Rapture will take place 7 years sooner. But, mankind has never changed
since the time of the Flood. They say,

"Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell

asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the
creation. (V.4)

For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the
heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the
water:"” 2 Peter 3:4-5

Fortunately, the Christians will be “taken away” in the Rapture and the unbelievers have
been left behind to endure the seven terrible years of the Tribulation Period.

Here are the four verses we will examine in Genesis 6:

"And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of
the earth, and daughters were born unto them, (V.1)

That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair;
and they took them wives of all which they chose. (V.2)

And the Lord said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for
that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years.
(v.3)

There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that,
when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they
bare children to them, the same became mighty men which were of
old, men of renown." (V.4)

B. Who Are The Sons of God?

In beginning, we need to recognize who are called "sons of God," as Verse Two begins
with.

1. Angels, good and wicked, are called Sons of God by creation (Colossians 1:1; Ezekiel
28:15). All angels are men; and now disembodied spirit beings (Psalm 104:4).

2. Christians are called Sons of God by regeneration. (John 1:12)

3. Jesus Christ is called the Son of God by relationship. In Deuteronomy 33:27, God is the
Eternal God. In Matthew 6:9 which states, "Our Father (God) which are in heaven."
NOTE: If a man has been a father for 10 years; then, he has had to have a son for 10
years. Since God is the Eternal Father; Christ is the Eternal Son.

In Genesis 6:2, the *"sons of God"" are the wicked angels, now disembodied, and identified
in Scripture as "demons, seducing spirits, etc." (1 Timothy 4:1) They can indwell lost people;
but not Christians. They can even control the minds of the lost, and speak through their vocal

chords and mouths.
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For example: Read Mark 5:1-15 and Mark 9:16-26 carefully. You hear today of people be-
ing treated by psychiatrists for speaking with multiple voices. This is nothing more than demon
possession. The only cure is for them to trust Jesus Christ as their Savior; not a bottle of pills,
or the phony faith healers! When a person trusts Jesus Christ as their Savior, the Holy Spirit
takes up residence in the Christian (Ephesians 1:13; 1 Corinthians 6:19); and the demons are
expelled forever! In Mark 16:9, Christ had cast seven demons out of Mary Magdalene.

Enoch had warned the ungodly about the future judgment of God years before Noah came
on the scene; as he died 69 years before Noah was born. Notice in Jude 14,15...

"And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these,
saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, (14)

To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly
among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly
committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have
spoken against him." (15)

In Genesis 5:22, we are told that Enoch "walked with God" the last 300 years of his life.
His warning did no good, as their eyes they closed and their ears they stopped from hearing
(Matthew 13:15). We have the same people today; only the names have been changed.

As we examine the genealogies, dates and ages of people, we find that Noah was 600
years old when the flood came. (Genesis 7:11) He was born 69 years after Enoch died. He
warned the ungodly for 120 years prior to the flood, that it was God's judgment.

"And the Lord said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for
that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty
years." (Genesis 6:3)

Therefore, Noah, at 480 years old warned the wicked for 120 years that God's judgment of
the flood would take place and destroy them all. After God's long-suffering and the warning
from Enoch and Noah, God took sight of every human being and records His findings in Gene-
sis 6:5...

“And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth,
and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually.”

C. The"Sons of God." In Genesis 6:2 Are Demons, and Disembodied Spirits.

What is their objective? God warns every person that Satan and his demons have one ob-
jective, and that is to keep the lost unsaved until they die and plunge into Eternal Hell. Satan
and his demons rejoice when a person dies without Christ.

"Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will
do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth,
because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh
of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it." (John 8:44)
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1. Demon Possession.

Satan gathers his most wicked demons to make sure that no one will believe what Noah is
preaching. He is not going to take any chances by external influence; as his plan is to internally
possess the women, and continually direct their minds and thoughts that this quack preacher,
named Noah, doesn't know what he is talking about. He must have had some visions and
dreams and is trying to get a following by telling us that some so-called God is going to de-
stroy us. One must remember, Satan is a murderer and a liar.

2. Genesis 6:2, "...Daughters of Men."

The word "daughters™ is from a Hebrew prime root, "BANAH," and means: (to build,
begin to build, obtain children, set up, make) It is used literally, or figuratively, depending on
the context in which it is used. In other words, they are daughters who are married, or soon to
be. They will have children and Satan's forces, by demon possession of their bodies and minds,
will oppose Noah's message that God's judgment is soon to arrive.

3. Genesis 6:2, "...the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were FAIR;"

a. Why did the demons choose the women to possess, instead of the men? This was a very
smart move by Satan. We will explain why as we continue.

b. The word "FAIR" is the Hebrew "TOWB," and means, as an adjective, "beautiful,
loving, most pleasant, joyful, etc." Basically, the word describes the kind of woman
they are going to possess and control. Two attributes these women possess are:

(). Externally: They are physically beautiful.

(2). Internally: Their human spirit is as beautiful as their appearance, and their de-
meanor possesses all the adjectives listed above.

(3). BUT spiritually, they are heathen! They could be an agnostic, atheistic; or a wor-
shipper of some false god. They were heathen, without the true and living God and
destined for Eternal Hell. It reminds me of those in Matthew 7:21-23. All of their
wonderful works they told the Lord about, to glorify themselves, would profit them
nothing! Christ's reply to them was in Verse 23...

"And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from
me, ye that work iniquity.” (Matthew 7:23)

c. Why did Satan choose the women to possess?

(2). Satan knows very well the bond that a mother has with her children is very strong.
The mother raises the baby, feeds, cuddles, loves; and spends more time with her
child than the father, who is working and providing for the family. As the child
grows and adores its mother; is this same child going to believe "the quack preach-
er, Noah" that his so-called God is going to Kkill us all? This is passed on down from
generation to generation. There is a famous poem on motherhood that states, "The
hand that rocks the cradle, is the hand that rules the world."
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How difficult it is to win a person who has had a wonderful mother and dad;
but, they have been involved in a cult religion they have been brought up in. It is
hard for a child to conceive that Mom was wrong. Satan loves it, and this is why he
chose the women that would not believe "a preacher of righteousness." (2 Peter
2:5).

(2). It had never rained from Heaven before! What was this "rain™ anyway? Noah went
right on preaching the message God had given him in Genesis 6:17.

"And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to
destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven; and
every thing that is in the earth shall die." (Genesis 6:17)

Since it had never rained upon the Earth, as yet, Noah's preaching was laughed at. God

states this in Genesis 2:53a,6...

"...for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and
there was not a man to till the ground. (5a) But there went up a mist
from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground.” (V.6)

Can you not just hear these wonderful, beautiful mothers, with a pleasing personality, and

pleasant and loving disposition, telling their children to stay away from this cult preacher,
named Noah, who says, “A flood is going to destroy us all. How can we have a flood, when it
has never rained before!” The evil spirits in these women will keep this philosophy in their
minds, until the demonic lie is washed away by the reality of Godly truth and they are all de-
stroyed!

4.
a.

b.

Genesis 6:2, "...and they took them wives."

"Wives," in this verse, is a mistranslation. The Hebrew for ""wives' is "ishshah." It is
the same word that can be translated "wife," or "woman," depending on the context.

The reason the King James translators used "'wives' instead of "*women," is they took
the "'sons of God" to mean Christians married to the lost, being the "daughters of
men."" They failed to recognize that the angels (good and wicked) are called the "sons
of God" by creation and are now disembodied spirit beings. Since they assumed that the
"sons of God" were human beings, they translated the Hebrew as "wives," since a
human being can marry another human being. Some of your commentaries have
surrendered to this same error.

. Had the translators recognized that the "'sons of God" were the wicked demons, they

would have translated the Hebrew word "ishshah™ as "women," instead of "‘wives,"
which would be correct.

The reason is, that a demon, a spirit being, cannot marry a human being; but, they can in-
dwell a lost person. A spirit being cannot marry bodily a human being. Read Matthew 22:23-
30. Here, we will only quote from Verse 30...

"For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in
marriage, BUT ARE AS THE ANGELS OF GOD IN HEAVEN."
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When God originally created the angels, they were all men, and were never intended by
God to marry.

d. God describes these wicked angels that brought about the flood in Jude, Verse 6...

"And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own
habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto
the judgment of the great day."

(2). "...first estate," spiritually, their own being as angels; but, now attacking and
indwelling God's Creation , injecting their venom of rejecting God's Word.

(2)."...left their own habitation," the atmosphere above the Earth.
e. Peter also pens God's Word concerning these same angels in 2 Peter 2:4...

"For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down
to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto
judgment;" — 2 Peter 2:4

(2).The word "Hell," here, is the Greek word "tartaroo," and is the only place it ap-
pears in the Greek New Testament. God has prepared a separate place for these
wicked demons (angels), until they are judged and cast into the Lake of Fire.

5. Genesis 6:3.

"And the Lord said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for
that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty
years."

This verse is self-explanatory. After 120 years, the Flood will destroy all humanity except
Noah and his family; who are safe on the Ark of God's Protection. All of the millions of people
Satan deceived into Hell, are dead. There is no one left for the Holy Spirit to strive (plead)
with, or judge.

6. Genesis 6:4, ""There were giants in the earth in those days..."

The word "giants" is from the Hebrew word "nephilim," and means "a BULLY and ty-
rant.” The root word for "giants" is "naphal,” meaning "to fall away." These were not giants in
stature, as our English word portrays. The Hebrew states these are men who have turned away
from God, and are behaving with reckless ferocity. They are impious and daring men who
spread devastation and carnage wherever they go, instead of "giants;" thus leading people to
think that these were giants like Goliath, who was six cubits and a span (1 Samuel 17:4). He
was, therefore, over nine feet tall, using the 18 inch cubit. If they use the 21 inch cubit, he
would be over eleven feet tall

This Hebrew word should not have been translated “giants,” and is very misleading. This
verse should have been translated as follows:
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"There were ungodly tyrants in the earth in those days."

Sometimes it takes two English words to express the meaning of a Hebrew word. There is
no biblical record of giants, such as Goliath (1 Samuel 17:4), anywhere found prior to the
Flood.

7. The Hebrew Word for Giant is “Raphah.”

The usual Hebrew word translated as "giant, or giants,” concerning their stature or size is
"RAPHAH." It is translated seven (7) times as "giant." Four (4) times in 2 Samuel, Chapter 21,
and three (3) times in 1 Chronicles, Chapter 20.The same Hebrew word is also translated "gi-
ants" five (5) times in Deuteronomy, Chapters 2 and 3; and five (5) times in Joshua, Chapters
12 to 18. The word "giant" appears once in the Book of Job in 16:14.

"He breaketh me with breach upon breach, he runneth upon me
like a giant.”

Turning the "spotlight™ on the Hebrew words in this verse reveals the following:

a. ""breaketh™ is the Hebrew "tsad" and means "against a person.

b. "'breach™ is the Hebrew "paras" and means " break apart, scatter, spread, etc.

c. ""giant™ is the Hebrew "gibber" and means "a warrior, tyrant, valiant man, a strong and
mighty person."

The word "giant," again, is a mistranslation and leads people to envision a man such as
Goliath. A literal translation of Job 16:14 would read as follows:

"He (this man) who is against me and is breaking me apart, time
after time. He runneth upon me, like a tyrant who is a strong person,
like a mighty warrior."

The only reason | brought this out in Job was to show that; not every time you see the
word "giant" is it referring to the physical stature of a person, such as Goliath. Rather, it is re-
ferring to the attitude and physical strength of a person who is a tyrant and a warrior.

This is similar to the same error made in Genesis 6:4, where the Hebrew word "nephilim"
is translated as "giants," instead of "ungodly tyrants.

8. Genesis 6:4.

"There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that,
when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they
bare children to them, the same became mighty men which were of
old, men of renown."

a. ""...giants in the earth in those days...” Giants, not of stature; but, ungodly tyrants,
mentally and physically strong men.

b. "...sons of God..."" These are the angels that followed Satan, and are now disembodied
evil spirits, known as demons.

c. "...came in unto the daughters of men..." They personally indwelt the women.

d. "...and they bare (children) to them, the same (became) mighty men which (were) of old,
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men of renown."

(1).The word **children™ is italicized; therefore, indicating it is not in the Majority
Text. As previously stated, evil, demonic spirits cannot have sex with human be-
ings.

(2).""became™ is also italicized, as it does not appear in the original text.
(3).""were™ also italicized and is not in the original text.

(4). Now, let us look at this part of the verse as it would appear in the Majority Text, be-
ing translated into English.

"...and they bare to them, the same mighty men which of old, men
of renown (demon-possessed)."”

In other words, the demons that possessed these heathen women would also possess these
male children; so they would be heathen, just like their grandfathers, great grandfathers, and so
on, "which were of old," meaning their male ancestors.

(5).The Hebrew word for "mighty" is *'gibbor,” and means "ungodly men, mentally
and physically strong.

(6).""renown' is the Hebrew word "shem," pronounced "shame,” and means "lofty,
honor, authority, character." In other words, these were your heathen leaders. They
would be like our House of Representatives and Senate in America. These were
men who were heathen men, who were strained out of the people, and exercised
their authority. They had a character of honor, which was lofty (that is "above" the
people) and prided themselves in the fame they held.

In summing this up in Genesis 6:4, the men of old rejected Enoch's warning that God's
judgment was going to come (Jude 14,15). About 550 years later, here comes Noah. Enoch
died 69 years before Noah was born. The Flood came when Noah was 600 years old (Genesis
7:11).

Noah had preached the Flood Judgment for 120 years prior to the Flood. Noah was 480
years old when he started warning the lost about the Flood. Add 480 years to the 69 years (af-
ter Enoch's death until Noah's birth); and you have 549 years from the death of Enoch to the
preaching and warning of the Flood Judgment by Noah.

Satan knew all this, that the flood would come, just as God had warned through Noah. The
old men were heathen, and many of them had died off. There were still many heathen; but,
now a new generation was being born, and Satan's fear was that many of the children, along
with their mothers, may listen and believe Noah's warning.

Satan went to work immediately, assembling his army of demons. Their orders were to in-
dwell the heathen women, so they could continually control their minds not to believe Noah, as
it had never rained on Earth from Heaven before (Genesis 2:5a,6). If he could keep the mothers
from believing Noah, they would convince their children to do the same. Satan had great suc-
cess, as described in Genesis 6:5.
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"And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth,
and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually."

9. False Assumptions.

a. That the descendants of Seth married the descendants of Cain, which produced giants.
There is no Scripture for that philosophy!

b. That the demons took on human bodies, married the heathen women, of which were
born giants. No giants until years after the Flood.

c. Christian men married lost women, of whom were born giants. We have the same
marriages today; but--no giants. Satan's and his demons have continued their work of
blinding minds and indwelling the lost, down through all ages.

"In whom the god of this world (Satan) hath blinded the minds of
them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ,
who is the image of God, should shine unto them."(2 Corinthians 4:4)

Remember, only eight people out of the millions on Earth boarded the Ark! Don't be like
the crowds of Noah's day and be one of Satan's victims. Noah and his family did believe God
and were saved from destruction of the Flood.

"By faith (his belief in God's Word) Noah, being warned of God of
things not seen as yet, moved with fear (reverence for God's Word),
prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he
condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is
by faith." (Hebrews 11:7)

You can also become an ** heir of the righteousness which is by faith..."" by believing
that Jesus died on the Cross to pay for your sin. You will then be in the Christian's Ark of Sal-
vation, the Lord Jesus Christ, which saves us from Hell and gives us Eternal Life.

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life." (John 3:16)
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VI. THE TWO RESURRECTIONS

We are not going into an exhaustive analysis of the Resurrections, but a brief summary is
in order as we proceed to the next event in Bible Prophecy, the Rapture of the Church. Please
refer to the “Diagram on The Two Resurrections” on Page 94.

1. Daniel 12:2: Here we have the first mention of two resurrections, “some to everlasting
life and some to everlasting contempt.”

"And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake,
some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting
contempt.”

2. John 5:29: Now, as we turn to the New Testament, in John 5:28,29 we again have the
two resurrections mentioned.

"Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are
in the graves shall hear his voice, (V.28)

And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the
resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection
of damnation." (John 5:28,29)

3. Acts 24:15:

And have hope toward God, which they themselves also allow, that
there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust.
(Acts 24:15)

The First Resurrection consists of ALL SAVED and is composed of five separate resurrec-
tions. The Second Resurrection, which is the Resurrection of Damnation, consists of ALL
LOST resurrected to the Great White Throne Judgment.

A. First Resurrection, All Are Saved.
1. The Resurrection of Christ, the First Fruits.

(Locate #1 on Diagram.) The Resurrection of Christ, who is the first fruits of them that
arose. (1 Corinthians 15:20,23)

2. Saints Resurrected After Christ's Resurrection, the Sheaf Offering To God.

(Locate #2 on Diagram.) A group of saints resurrected after Christ's Resurrection. They
appeared in Jerusalem and were offered by the Lord as a sheaf offering to God. (Matthew
27:52,53; Leviticus 23:10,11.) They are in Heaven and will return with Christ to set up the
Kingdom.

3. The Resurrection At The Rapture, The Harvest.

(Locate #3 on Diagram.) This is the Resurrection at the Rapture. Those resurrected are the
Christians who have died between Pentecost and the Rapture. (1 Thessalonians 4:13-17; 1 Co-
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rinthians 15:51-54) They meet Him in the air on the way to Heaven, then return with Christ at
the end of the Tribulation.

4. The Resurrection Of The Two Witnesses.

(Locate #4 on Diagram ) This is the resurrection of the Two Witnesses in the middle of the
Tribulation Period. Their testimony during the first 3-1/2 years is now finished. They are al-
lowed to be killed and their bodies put on display in Jerusalem for 3-1/2 days. After that, they
are resurrected and ascend up to Heaven. (Revelation 11:1-12) These would represent the
gleanings of the harvest of resurrected bodies of the saved. They will return with Christ at the
end of the Tribulation.

5. Old Testament And The Martyred Saints Of The Tribulation, The Gleanings.

(Locate #5 on Diagram.) This is the resurrection of all the Old Testament Saints, and all
the Christians martyred during the 7-Year Tribulation Period. They are resurrected to reign
with Christ in the Kingdom. (Revelation 20:4,6)

Try to memorize the five parts of the First Resurrection, it will help you as you study the
Scriptures. Remember, the First Resurrection consists of only the SAVED, none of the lost are
included.

B. Second Resurrection, Made Up of All Lost.

There are no saved here, all are lost. In Revelation 20:5 we are told,

"BUT THE REST OF THE DEAD (the lost), lived not again until the
1,000 years were finished." (See Revelation 20:11-15.)

Torment of Hades is now emptied at the end of Christ's reign. They appear before the
Great White Throne Judgment, then are cast into to Hell (“Gehenna”).

The Diagram of the Two Resurrections is inserted to give the reader an overall view of the
resurrections of the saved and lost, as they relate to their respective eternal destinations. It must
be noted that there is no one general resurrection of the saved and lost at the same time. The
five separate resurrections, which complete the First Resurrection, fulfill what Paul was refer-
ring to in 1 Corinthians 15:20 and 23.

"But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the first fruits
of them that slept.” (V.20)"

"But every man-in his own order..."(V. 23)
C. Exception: All Christians At The End Of The Millennium.

NOTE: ONE EXCEPTION: Notice on the Diagram, at the end of the Millennium. At this
point, the Heavens and the Earth are destroyed; and in 2 Peter 3:10 and 13 we are told that:

“...In the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and
the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works
that are therein shall be burned up.” (V.10)
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“Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens
and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.”(V. 13)

Further information is gleaned from Isaiah 65:17,

“For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former
shall not be remembered, nor come into mind.” (Isaiah 65:17)

You will recall that the Millennial Kingdom is started with all saved people in their human
bodies (Matthew 25:34), who will bear children during the Millennium. We have no record of
these or any other Christians dying during the Millennium. Longevity will be extended as it
existed prior to the Flood and a short time after. The Christian during the Millennium will still
possess the old, Adamic nature, just as we have today. So to dwell in the New Heaven and
New Earth “wherein dwelleth righteousness,” their sinful bodies must be exchanged for new
resurrected bodies.

All Christians at the end of the Millennium will have a resurrection, exchanging their ter-
restrial bodies for a celestial body as found in1 Corinthians 15:40.

“There are also celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial: but the glory
of the celestial /s one, and the glory of the terrestrial /s another.” (1
Corinthians 15:40)

In 1 Corinthians 15:53 we are told,

“For this corruptible (dead) must put on incorruption (bodies that
can never decay), and this mortal (those alive) must put on
IMMORTALITY (bodies that will never taste death).”

We are told why in 1 Corinthians 15:50,

“Now this I say, brethren, that FLESH and BLOOD cannot inherit the
kingdom of God..."

...And in Philippians 3:20,21

“For our conversation (i.e. citizenship) is in heaven; from whence
also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: (V.20)

Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto
his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to
subdue all things unto himself. “ (Philippians 3:20-21)

Note: The “Diagram of the Two Resurrections” is found on the next page.
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THE RAPTURE: STAR “B”

I.Is THE CHURCH RAPTURED BEFORE, DURING, OR AFTER THE TRIBULATION
PERIOD?

A. The Timing of the Rapture.

The Church Age began on the Day of Pentecost, over 2,000 years ago, and will end with
the Rapture. The Rapture will begin the 7 years of tribulation, which will end with Christ com-
ing to the Earth and establishing His Kingdom for a 1,000 years. | will list some of the false
claims and show from Scripture why they are not true.

1. The Rapture Is Not The Same Event As The Coming of Christ at The End of The
Tribulation.

There are some who teach the Rapture takes place at the end of the Tribulation Period.
This has confused many, leading them to believe in what is called the “Post-Tribulation Rap-
ture; i.e., the Rapture does not take place until after the 7-Year Tribulation Period of God’s
judgment. Therefore, combining the Rapture and the Revelation both as one event.

2. Refutation:

First of all, at the Rapture, all the saved are “caught up” to be with Christ in the air. (1
Thessalonians 4:16, 17).

For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in
Christ shall rise first: (V.16)

Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we
ever be with the Lord. (V. 17)

In Matthew, Chapters 24, 25, we have Christ coming to the Earth and judging the nations,
which takes place AFTER the Tribulation Period. Matthew 25:40 is used by some, falsely, say-
ing it is the Rapture. As we shall see, it cannot be the Rapture.
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“Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other
left.”

Notice, as we quote Matthew 25:31-34, it becomes perfectly clear that this judgment in-
volves 3 things:

1.
2.
3.

Christ comes to the earth,
He will sit on His throne,
He will separate the saved from the lost.

a. Matthew 25:31-34.

“When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy
angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: (Vs. 31).

And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate
them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep (saved) from
the goats (lost): (Vs. 32).

And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the
left. (Vs. 33)

Then shall the King say unto them on his riht hand, Come, ye
blessed of my Father, INHERIT THE KINGDOM prepared for you from
the foundation of the world.”

b. Matthew 25:41 Tells Us What Happens To the Lost.

1.

2.

w

“Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, DEPART FROM
ME, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his
angels.”

Notice carefully, the difference between the Rapture spoken of in 1 Thessalonians
4:16,17, and Christ’s Coming, spoken of in Mathew, Chapters 24, 25.

At the Rapture, Christ does not come to the Earth, as we are caught up to meet Him in
the clouds.

“Then we which are alive and remain shall be CAUGHT UP
TOGETHER with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so
shall we ever be with the Lord.” (1 Thessalonians 4:17)

. Whereas, in Matthew, Christ COMES to the Earth to establish His Kingdom.
. Notice carefully, at the Rapture in 1 Thessalonians, the saved are the ones taken to

Heaven; while the ones left are the lost.

. Just the opposite takes place in Matthew. Those that are taken are the lost, cast into the

Lake of Fire; while those that are left are the saved who enter into the Kingdom in their
earthly bodies.

“Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, COME, YE
BLESSED of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world:” (Matthew 25:34)

Therefore, it is imperative for the Bible student to understand that these two events are en-
tirely different; being separated by the Seventieth Week of Daniel, known as the 7-Year
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Tribulation Period. Without acknowledging the difference between Christ’s coming for his
Church and His coming to establish the Kingdom, one will only be led into more error con-
cerning Bible prophecy.

Note: A good principle to remember is, whenever Christ’s Return is spoken of in Matthew,
Mark, Luke, or John, it is never the Rapture; but, rather, the return of Christ at the conclusion
of the Tribulation to judge the nations. The Rapture was a mystery, revealed unto the Apostle
Paul after the Church Age had begun. (Ephesians 3:1-10) The Church does not go through, or
into, the Tribulation Period!

3. A Pre-Tribulation Rapture Is What the Bible Teaches.

Now let us examine the proof: The Church Is Delivered From the Wrath of The 7-Year
Tribulation as we learn from 1Thessalonians. 1:10,

“And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the
dead, even Jesus, WHICH DELIVERED US from the wrath to come.”

In examining this verse there are three things we need to recognize: Paul was writing to
Christians (1:1 and 5:25).

1. They were already delivered from the wrath of Hell. (John 3:36)

2. Notice “which delivered us” is translated in the past tense. This is incorrect, as the
Greek has it in the future tense. It should read as “who delivers us,” or, “which will
deliver us.”

3. The “wrath to come” is not in reference to Hell, as they were already delivered from
Hell; but, rather, to the Tribulation Period as stated in Revelation 6:17.

“For the great day of his WRATH is come; and who shall be able to
stand?”

Therefore, the Christians that are alive at the Rapture will not go into the Tribulation,
known as the “day of his wrath.” Notice the word “us,” which includes all Christians, the
spiritual and the backslider. As many say, “The Church is not ruptured; but, raptured!”

4. The Church Is ""Delivered” From Wrath (1 Thessalonians 5:9).

“For God hath not appointed us to wrath (Tribulation wrath, same
as 1:10); but to obtain salvation (i.e., “deliverance”) by our Lord Jesus
Christ.”

The Greek word for “salvation” is “SOTERIA” and denotes “deliverance, preservation,
salvation.” For example: In Acts 27:34, the word “health” is translated from the Greek ‘“so-
teria.” In other words, in Verse 33, we find the sailors had gone 14 days without eating. In
Verse 34 Paul said,

"...take (or eat) some meat: for this is for your health, (i.e. "your
deliverance).”
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..from getting sick, or dying. Also, in Philippians 1:19, “salvation” should have been
translated “deliverance,” since Paul was speaking about his deliverance from prison from
where he had written to the Philippians. A literal translation of Verse 9 would read,

“For God hath not appointed us (Christians) to the wrath of the
tribulation, but to obtain deliverance from it, when the Lord Jesus
Christ comes for His Church.”

In 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, we have the Rapture. Chapter 5 continues with Christ’s Return
at the Rapture, assuring all Christians that they will be delivered from the Tribulation Period.

5. Spiritual and Carnal Christians Are Raptured At The Same Time!

The following Scriptures refute the erroneous and false teaching that only the spiritual
Christians will be raptured; while the carnal Christians will have to go through the Tribulation.

We will continue, as we examine and analyze the next verse in 1 Thessalonians 5:10.

“Who died for us, that, whether we WAKE or SLEEP; we should live
together with him (Christ).”

We will look at three important words in this verse.

a. “Wake.” It is the same Greek word “gregoreo” as translated “watch” in Verse 6.

“Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us WATCH and be
sober.” (1 Thessalonians 5:6)

b.*“Sleep.” The Greek word for “sleep” in Verse 10 is the same as that for “sleep” in
Verse 6.

“Therefore let us not SLEEP, as do others; but let us watch and be
sober.” (1 Thessalonians 5:6)

Therefore, *'sleep™ is in reference to those Christians who are “lying down on the
job” and not serving the Lord. Some perverted minds try to proclaim that “sleep” here
is referring to “death.” If that were true—how would you “watch and be sober” if you
were dead? Preposterous!

c. “Together.” The Greek word is “hama” and means “together at the same
time.” (Vine’s Dictionary of New Testament Words).

Now, let us put Verse 10 together and write it out, including the meaning of each of the 3
words we have examined.

“"Who died for us, that, whether we WAKE (watching and serving
the Lord); OR, SLEEP (not serving the Lord), we should live TOGETHER
(AT THE SAME TIME) with him (CHRIST).” (1 Thessalonians 5:10)

These Scriptures clearly set forth the truth that ALL Christians, those serving the Lord and
those who are not, will be raptured together at the same time.
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6. No Partial Rapture.

This is Satan’s trickery to lead one to believe that you must suffer and/or have good works
to complete God’s salvation. One must remember that the completion of our salvation is the
redemption of our bodies at the Rapture! Notice Romans 8:23,

“...even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the
adoption, to wit, THE REDEMPTION OF OUR BODY."

At the Rapture our salvation is completed. Those who have died receive their resurrected
bodies from the grave; while those that are alive have their bodies transformed as they go up to
be with the Lord.

“For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for
the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: (V.20)

Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto
his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to
subdue all things unto himself.” (Philippians 3:20,21)

The word “conversation “is the Greek “POLITEUMA” and means “citizenship.” It is said
of the heavenly status of believers, and should have been translated as such.

Those who propagate a partial Rapture have succumbed to Satan’s subtlety. (Genesis 3:1
and 2 Corinthians 11:3, 13-15). If Satan cannot convince you that good works are necessary for
salvation; then, he will attempt, through his ministers, to convince you that those that are back-
slidden must go into the Tribulation. All false teaching is satanically inspired!

Some that hold this view have told me that, this is to have them suffer for their disobedi-
ence and give them a chance to redeem themselves. Thus showing God they are really
Christians by now being faithful while being persecuted. Sounds good—EXCEPT it contra-
dicts God’s Word!

This damnable philosophy denies the Judgment Seat of Christ for all Christians,

"For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that
every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that
he hath done, whether it be good or bad.” (2 Corinthians 5:10)

Therefore, they do not believe one is saved eternally; but, rather, must have good works in
order to maintain their salvation. This is very cunning; as, they accuse God of being a liar and
unfaithful to His Word when He promised the believers they would “never perish, but have ev-
erlasting life.” (John 3:16).

7. No Partial Rapture (1 John 3:2).

"Beloved, now are WE the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear
what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear WE shall be
like him; for WE shall see him as he is.”

The “we” is all-inclusive of the spiritual and the carnal Christian. No distinction between
the two is made here.
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8. No Partial Rapture (1 Corinthians 15:51).

"Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but WE shall
ALL be changed.”

At the Rapture, ALL, or every Christian, whether serving the Lord; or not, will be
changed, i.e., receive their glorified bodies. Notice the last 4 words in Verse 52,

“...and WE shall ALL be changed.”

The “WE” is all-inclusive of every Christian. Again, a partial Rapture philosophy disinte-
grates in the light of God’s Word.

9. No Partial Rapture (1 Thessalonians 4:17).

“Then WE which are alive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and so shall WE
ever be with the Lord.”

Again, the Holy Spirit uses the word “WE.” This eliminates any distinction between the
spiritual and carnal Christian; thus, illuminating the false teaching of a partial Rapture.

B. A Post-Tribulation Rapture Is Unscriptural and Unfounded In Scripture.

The word "post" means "after." Here are some final thoughts which seal the fate of the phi-
losophy of a Post-Tribulation Rapture. Follow with me as we look at some basic facts:

1. All raptured Christians receive their glorified bodies (Romans 8:22,23; and 1 Corin-
thians 15:50-54).

2. There are no children born to glorified bodies. (Matthew 22:23-30

3. All unsaved are cast into Hell before the 1,000 Year Kingdom Reign of Christ. (Reve-
lation 19:11-21 and Matthew 25:41)

If the Rapture is post Tribulation, several problems arise with impossible solutions.

Where do the mortal bodies come from of those that are born during the Millennium and
rebel at the conclusion of the Millennium? (Revelation 20:7-10). There would be no lost peo-
ple alive to have children, so they cannot come from them. All of the saved have their glorified
bodies. No children can be born to them as a result of a Post Tribulation Rapture

Remember; at the end of Christ’s 1,000 Year Reign there are unbelievers who will give
their allegiance to Satan in an attempt to defeat Christ. (Revelation 20:7-10). How would they
get their human bodies? Placing the Rapture at the end of the Tribulation and the start of the
Millennium makes an impossible situation.

At the Rapture all Christians have their glorified bodies, which do not produce human be-
ings. All the lost are cast into Hell at the end of the Tribulation Period. Therefore, the
philosophy of a Post-Tribulation Rapture is impossible.

The Post-Tribulation Rapture philosophy also leads to other false doctrines. Colossians 2:8
is God’s warning concerning false teachers,
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“Beware lest any man spoil you through PHILOSOPHY and vain
deceit, after the traditions of men, after the rudiments of the world,
and not after Christ.” (Colossians 2:8)

Note. If Post-Tribulation Rapture were true; then, the last generation alive would be the
only generation in over 2,000 years since the Church Age began to have to go through the
Tribulation. Then, we would have to conclude that God is not a fair God.

Note. If the Rapture occurs at the conclusion of the Tribulation; then, why are we not told

to be praying for “that blessed hope and glorious appearing of that blessed tribulation!” Yet,
the Word of God tells us, in Titus 2:13, that the Christian is to be,

“Looking for that BLESSED HOPE, and the glorious appearing of the
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.”

C. Final Proof of a Pre-Tribulation Rapture.

In conclusion, we shall examine one more proof of a Pre-Tribulation Rapture as opposed
to a Post-Tribulation Rapture. Our text is recorded in 2 Thessalonians 2:1-9.

"Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, (V. 1)

That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by
spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is
at hand. (V.2)

Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come,
except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed,
the son of perdition; (V.3)

Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or
that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God,
shewing himself that he is God. (V.4)

Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these
things?(5)

And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in
his time.(6)

For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now
letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. (V.7)

And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall
consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the
brightness of his coming: (V.8)

Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all
power and signs and lying wonders, (2 Thessalonians 2:1-9)

D. Examination of 2 Thessalonians 2:3.

“Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come,
except there come a falling away (departure) first, and that man of sin
be revealed, the son of perdition.” (2 Thessalonians 2:3)
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We are now introduced to the Greek word, “apostasia,” which is translated as “falling
away” in the King James Translation. The basic meaning of the word is “departure.” One can-
not tell from the meaning of the word, itself, whether it is in reference to the departure, i.e., the
Rapture of the Church; or, a “departure from the truth,” known as apostasy. “Apostasia” trans-
lated as “falling away” is quite misleading, as it does not incorporate the meaning “to fall” or
“fell.”

For example, check Matthew 10:29 (“fall”); Matthew 17:6 (“fell””); John 18:6 (“fell”), etc.
These are translated from the Greek word “pipto,” not “apostasia.” Therefore, only by the con-
text in which “apostasia” occurs can it be determined if it is in reference to a departure from
the faith; or, the departure of the Church from the world at the Rapture .

It should be noted, that to the best of my knowledge, all English translations prior to the
King James Translation translated “apostasia” either as “departing” or “departure.” Also, the
Bible known as the Vulgate, about 400 A.D., was Jerome’s Latin translation. Here Jerome uses
the Latin word, “discessio,” meaning “departure” for “apostasia.”

With this in mind, one can see that this is in perfect harmony with Verse 1, which ascribes
to the Rapture.

“Now we beseech you brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and BY OUR GATHERING TOGETHER UNTO HIM.”

E. The Event of the Rapture.

This is the same as Paul had previously spoken about in 1 Thessalonians 4:17 concerning
the Rapture.

“Then we which are alive and remain shall be CAUGHT UP together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we
ever be with the Lord.” (1 Thessalonians 4:17)

In 1Thessalonians 4:13-17, Paul gives the principles of the Rapture; whereas, in 2 Thessa-
lonians, Chapter 2, he gives the procedure concerning the Rapture, which is pre-tribulation.

May we make a few more observations which lead us to conclude that the word, “aposta-
sia,” in 2 Thessalonians 2:3, is speaking of the Church departing from the Earth, raptured to
meet her Savior in the clouds; and not a departure from the faith.

Notice in Verse 7,
“For the mystery of iniquity doth ALREADY WORK."
Paul states that apostasy from the faith was already present.

1. Hymenaeus and Alexander were two of them. (1 Timothy 1:19,20).
2. There were false teachers of the law. (1Timothy 1:4-7).

3. False teachings concerning the Resurrection. (2 Timothy 2:16-18).
4. Read Jude; 1 John 2:18; 2 Peter 2:1-3; 1 John 4:1-3.

...and we could go on and on.
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In other words, from the time of the offspring of Adam and Eve, there has always been
apostasy from the faith. To what do we attribute the Flood? In Israel there were the false
prophets and priests. It was the same at the time of Christ and ever since, to the present. There-
fore, it would be ludicrous to think that “apostasia” in 2 Thessalonians 2:3 was in reference to
“apostasy from the faith;” when there has never been a time when apostasy has not been with
us.

Therefore, how would the Thessalonians recognize any apostasy different from the aposta-
sy that already existed and that has always existed in one way or another? From the context,
itself, we know the “apostasia” in Verse 3 is not in reference to departure from the faith, al-
ready existent; but, rather, a departure of the Church from the world, or the Rapture. Apostasy
already existed as stated in Verse 7,

"For the mystery of iniquity doth already work...”

We have the same false teachers today, advocating a Partial or a Post-Tribulation Rapture,
as those believers in Thessalonica encountered over 1900 years ago. As we have stated previ-
ously, the Christian is admonished to be...

“Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the
great God and our Savior Jesus Christ,” (Titus 2:13)

...NOT, “the blessed hope and glorious appearing of the Tribulation Period; i.e. the Day of
God’s Wrath!

A final note. Many are not aware that the Roman Catholic Church does not believe in the
Rapture. Also, the Evangelistic Lutheran Churches of America (ELCA); the Missouri Synod
Lutherans and the Wisconsin Lutheran Synod deny four basic prophetic doctrines:

1. They deny the Rapture,

2. They do not believe in the Restoration of the Nation of Israel,

3. They deny the literal reign of Christ in his earthly Kingdom on Earth for 1,000 years.

4. Both organizations deny that faith in Jesus Christ and His payment for the sins of all
mankind is not completely sufficient for the receiving eternal life. Christ’s last words on
the Cross in John 19:30 were, “IT IS FINISHED. “Finished” is the Greek “teleo” and
means “to bring to an end.” It is in the perfect tense, meaning that nothing can be added
to it.

And, both organizations will tell you that Christ paid for our sins, thus, our salvation;
BUT, Christ will not give you His salvation until you are baptized. | will let each organization
speak for themselves.

First, 1 will quote from the official document of the Catholic organization, their Cate-
chism. This is found on Page 312, # 1213. “Through baptism we are freed from sin and reborn
as sons of God...Baptism is the sacrament of regeneration through water in the word.”

Second, Luther states in his Small Catechism, Page 16, and Il. “What does Baptism give
or profit? It works forgiveness of sins, delivers from death and the Devil, and gives eternal sal-
vation to all who believe this...”
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How did they come to these conclusions in denying major portions of the Word of God?
Very simple. Their teachings were founded by a man named Martin Luther, who has been dead
over 460 years! (Luther, 1483-1546). Maybe they are not familiar with the middle verse of the
Bible, Psalm 118:8,

“It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man.”

II. THE OLD TESTAMENT SAINTS DID NOT GO TO HEAVEN

During Old Testament times, the saved went to "Abraham’s Bosom" (a Jewish term for
Paradise) and the lost went to Torment, both located in the center of the Earth. Luke16:19-31
describes the two places. Matthew’s prophecy concerning Christ lets us know that Paradise
was in the center of the Earth. In Luke 23:43, Christ is speaking to the thief next to Him, who
had acknowledged Him as the Savior, said,

"Today shalt thou be with me in PARADISE."
Matthew 12:40 lets us know the location of Paradise,

"For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale’s belly;
so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the HEART
OF THE EARTH."

After Christ’s Resurrection He appeared to Mary and said,

“Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to
my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto
my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God.” (John
20:17)
At this time Christ ascended to Heaven and anointed the Mercy Seat within the Holy Place
with His own blood. Hebrews 9:12 states,

"But by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place,
having obtained eternal redemption for us."

He then returned to Earth and walked 40 days before His final Ascension. (Acts 1:3, 9-11)
At His Ascension, he emptied the saved out of Paradise in the heart of the Earth, taking them to
Heaven with Him. Ephesians 4:8 makes this clear,

"Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity
captive (those in Paradise), and gave gifts unto men."

Paradise is no longer in the center of the Earth, but is now in Heaven. This is revealed in 2
Corinthians 12:2,4 which describes a man,

"..such a one caught up to the third heaven. How that he was
caught up into paradise..."

With this in mind we can understand what Christ meant in John 14:2 when he stated:

"In my Father’'s house (Heaven) are many mansions. If it were not so
I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you."
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He didn’t go to build the mansions. The use of the word "are" reveals the mansions were
already there. He went to the Cross, shedding His sinless blood; then, ascending and anointing
the Holy Place, thus preparing Heaven to receive the saved with His own blood. This is found
in Ephesians 1:7,

"In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness
of sins, acording to the riches of his grace."

Now we, like Paul, can say

"We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the
body, and to be present with the Lord." (2 Corinthians 5:8)

When a Christian dies, today, it is just “a change of atmosphere.” The soul and spirit, the
real “You,” goes immediately to Heaven to be in the presence of the Lord. The body goes to
the grave to await the Rapture. (1 Corinthians 15:51-53;1 Thessalonians 4:13-18)

“Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall
all be changed, (V.51)

In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we
shall be changed. (V.52

For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must
put on immortality.” (1 Corinthians 15:51-53)

“But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning
them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have
no hope. (V.13)

For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. (V.14)

For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are
alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them
which are asleep. (V.15)

For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in
Christ shall rise first: (V.16)

Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we
ever be with the Lord. (V.17)

Wherefore comfort one another with these words.” (1 Thessalonians
4:13-18)

Yes, we sorrow; but, not as others who have no hope of seeing their loved one again. For
the Christian, it’s not “Good Bye,” but, “So long for a while.”
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I11. YES, CHILDREN WILL GO AT THE RAPTURE!

This is a common question | have heard many times. When the Rapture comes, will all the
children be taken also? Or will only the believer’s children be taken? When Israel went into the
Promised Land, the heathen’s children were not spared.

First, it should be realized that children fall into two groups. Those who have not reached
the age mentally to be accountable to God who, should they die, would go to Heaven. In Luke
18:15, 16 we are told,

"They brought unto him also INFANTS...", and Christ said, "...for OF
SUCH is the kingdom of God."

The age of accountability of a child is known only to God, and varies with the child.
Should a baby die now, it is part of the body of Christ, just as it is while living.

| Corinthians 15:50,51, in speaking of the Rapture says,

"Now this I say brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption. Behold, I
shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep (die), but we shall ALL be
changed.”

The "all" would include even babies who are also part of the body of Christ. Those chil-
dren, the second group, that are of the age of accountability will be left behind.

The children of the heathen parents whom God had ordered the Israelites to kill, who were
under the age of accountability, upon death would enter the kingdom of God. Had God allowed
them to continue, they would have been taught to worship other Gods as their heathen parents
did. Thank God for His wisdom and grace. God allowed the children to die, so they could live
with Him eternally in His kingdom; instead of allowing the parents to raise them as heathen,
destined for an eternal Hell. Sometimes it helps to look at things through God’s eyes, instead of
our own.

You may want to get our book Three Important Questions, containing a chapter entitled
“Is God Unfair To The Heathen?” This small book answers a lot of questions, and you can
download the .pdf file for free on our website, http://www.heritagebbc.com.
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This is a Harpy Eagle, a mem-
ber of the Raptor Family, giving
a "demonstration” of what the
Greek word "HARPAZO"
means by being “raptured, or
snatched away, forcibly and
suddenly." This is the largest
and most powerful raptor found
in the Americas, and among the
largest of living species of ea-
gles in the world.

10. Harpy Eagle, Demonstrating the Word ""Harpazo."

IV. THE RAPTURE DEFENDED
A. 1 Thessalonians 4:14-17.
This meeting will take place in the air; and involves only Christians.

"For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also
which sleep (have died) in Jesus will God bring with him. (V. 14)

For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are
alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them
which are asleep. (V. 15)

For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in
Christ shall rise first: (V. 16)

Then we which are alive and remain shall be CAUGHT UP
TOGETHER with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so
shall we ever be with the Lord. (V. 17)"

In Verse 17, "caught up™ is the Greek, "HARPAZO," and clearly means "to be raptured, or
snatched away, forcibly and suddenly.” This verb has various meanings according to the con-
text in which it is used. Therefore, it is not translated by only one, uniform, English word. Here
are some of the meanings indicated by the context of Scripture.

1. "Catch up, or away."
2. Rapture by force of Divine power.
3. Swiftly removed by force from one place to another.

B. Proof by Scripture References.
1. John 10:28, 29. (translated "pluck™) from the Greek "HARPAZO."

"And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish,
neither shall any man PLUCK them out of my hand. (28) My Father,
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which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to PLUCK
them out of my Father's hand.” (John 10:28-29)

2. John 6:15. (Translated "take by force") from the Greek "HARPAZQO."

"When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and TAKE
HIM BY FORCE, to make him a king, he departed again into a mountain
himself alone." (John 6:15)

3. Acts 8:39. Ref. Philip (translated “caught away") from the Greek "HARPAZO."

"And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the
Lord CAUGHT AWAY Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he
went on his way rejoicing.” (Acts 8:39)

4. 2 Corinthians 12:2,4. Paul (translated "caught up") to Paradise, from the Greek
"HARPAZO."

"I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the
body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God
knoweth;) such an one CAUGHT UP to the third heaven."(2 Corinthians
12:2)

"How that he was CAUGHT UP into paradise, and heard
unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter." (2
Corinthians 12:4)

5. 1 Thessalonians 4:17. Rapture (translated "caught up") (force exercised suddenly) from
the Greek "HARPAZO."

"Then we which are alive and remain shall be CAUGHT UP together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we
ever be with the Lord." (1 Thessalonians 4:17)

6. Matthew 11:12. (Translated "take by force") from the Greek "HARPAZO."

"And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of
heaven suffereth violence, and the violent TAKE IT BY FORCE."
(Matthew 11:12)

7. Acts 23:10. (Translated "take by force") ref. Paul, from the Greek "HARPAZO."

"And when there arose a great dissension, the chief captain, fearing
lest Paul should have been pulled in pieces of them, commanded the
soldiers to go down, and to TAKE HIM BY FORCE from among them,
and to bring him into the castle.” (Acts 23:10)

8. Acts 1:11. (Translated “taken up”) ref. Christ, from the Greek “HARPAZO”

"Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into
heaven? this same Jesus, which is TAKEN UP from you into heaven,
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven."
(Acts 1:11)
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C. All Go At The Rapture.

1. 1 Thessalonians 1:10. "wrath to come' (Tribulation; also, Revelation 6:16,17. All
who have trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ as their Savior are “delivered from the
wrath to come.”

"And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the
dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the WRATH TO COME." (1
Thessalonians 1:10

"And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from
the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the WRATH OF
THE LAMB:" (V. 16) For the great DAY OF HIS WRATH Is come; and
who shall be able to stand?" (Revelation 6:16-17)

2. 1 Thessalonians 5:4-11. Whether serving the Lord; or, not serving the Lord, all
Christians go at the Rapture.

"But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake
you (brethren) as a thief. (V. 4)

Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we
(Christians) are not of the night (V. lost), nor of darkness. (V. 5)

Therefore let us not sleep (“lie down on the job"), as do others; but
let us watch (be vigilant) and be sober(watchful). (V. 6)

For they (the lost) that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be
drunken are drunken in the night. (V. 7)

But let us (brethren), who are of the day (Christians), be sober,
putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the
hope of salvation. (V. 8)

For God hath NOT APPOINTED US TO WRATH, but to obtain sal-
vation by our Lord Jesus Christ, (V. 9)

Who died for us, that, whether we wake (are serving) or sleep (lying
down on the job), we should live together (Greek "hama, at the "same"
time) with him. (V. 10)

Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another,
even as also ye do." (1 Thessalonians 5:4-11)

3. 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18. In reference to the resurrection, it is always of the body; as
the soul and spirit never die. The soul and spirit is the real "You," and is already in
Heaven.

"...whilst we (our soul and spirit) are at home in the body (alive here

on earth), we are absent from the Lord (not in Heaven):"- 2 Corinthians
5:6

"We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the
body, and to be (soul and spirit) present (in Heaven) with the Lord." (2
Corinthians 5:8)
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Returning to our text, which is 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18.

"For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, EVEN SO THEM
ALSO WHICH SLEEP IN JESUS WILL GOD BRING WITH HIM. (V.14)

For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are
ALIVE and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not PREVENT
them which are asleep. (V.15)

For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in
Christ shall rise first: (V.16)

Then we which are ALIVE and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we
ever be with the Lord. (V.17)

Wherefore COMFORT ONE ANOTHER with these words.” (1
Thessalonians 4:14-18)

a. Verse 14. All dead bodies of the saved are resurrected; whether spiritual or carnal
when alive.

Verse 15. "Alive" (no difference between carnal and spiritual Christians.
Verse 15. "Prevent™ is Greek "PHTHANO" and means "precede."
Verse 17. All Christians alive (spiritual and carnal).

® o2 o T

Verse 18. Is comfort for the Christian. Verse 13 tells us, there is no comfort for the
lost, who have no hope; or, "Blessed Hope!"

“But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning
them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have
no hope (died in unbelief).” (1 Thessalonians 4:13)

4. 1 Corinthians 15:51-53.

"Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall
ALL BE CHANGED, (V.51)

In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the
trumpet shall sound, and the DEAD SHALL BE RAISED INCORRUPTIBLE,
and we shall be changed. (V.52)

For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must
put on immortality.” -1 Corinthians 15:51-53

Verse 51. ""All be changed.""
b. Verse 52. ""Dead bodies raised incorruptible.* (all)
c. Verse53:
(2). *...for this corruptible' (Dead bodies.)
(2). ""...must put on incorruption.” (Bodies that can never decay.)
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(3). ""...and this mortal’* (Those that are alive.)
(4). **...must put on immortality.” (Bodies that will never taste death.)
No distinction is made between spiritual and carnal Christians.

Note: Harpy Eagles belong to the bird of prey family identified by the term "raptor,” de-
rived from the Latin root verb "rapio,” (meaning to seize or take by force). This is descriptive
of the way these large birds swoop down out of the sky and suddenly seize their unsuspecting
prey. In the Latin Vulgate Bible, the Greek word "HARPAZO," or "caught up" in 1 Thessalo-
nians 4:17, was translated by the Latin scholar, Jerome, into the Latin verb RAPIEMUR,
derived from the root verb, rapio. As we said, "meaning to seize or take by force."

Those who claim “Rapture” is not in the Bible are those infidels who do not believe in the
Rapture. They should study their Bible, instead of blowing out hot air!
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Calvary F R ¢ M

THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST: STAR “C”

I. THE SCRIPTURE

“For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is
Jesus Christ. (V.11)

Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious
stones, wood, hay, stubble; (V.12)

Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare
it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's
work of what sort it is. (V.13)

If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall
receive a reward. (V.14)

If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he
himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. “ (1 Corinthians 3:11-15)

A. 1 Corinthians 3:11, “For Other Foundation Can No Man Lay...”

"For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is
Jesus Christ.”

This judgment is pertaining to Christians only. Since this judgment takes place in Heaven
after the Rapture, only the saved are in Heaven, not the lost. Only the Christian builds on the
Foundation of Christ, not the lost.

1. Many have wondered, Will they be judged for the sins they have committed prior to be-
ing saved? The answer is "No." It is made clear from 2 Corinthians 5:17,

"Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things
are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”- 2 Cor. 5:17

2. The word "CREATURE" is the Greek "KTISIS," used here as a noun. Its primary mean-
ing is that of creating; whether it be of the world, building, people, or etc.; depending on the
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context. Here it should have been better translated as "creation." Notice the word "NEW,"
which is the Greek "KAINOS" and which has reference to a new time, a new nature, which
equals a new person spiritually.

3. Prior to being saved, humanity was identified and labeled as stated in 1 Corinthians
2:14,

“But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God:
for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because
they are spiritually discerned. “ (1 Corinthians 2:14)

At the moment a person accepts Jesus Christ as their Savior, they are indwelt with the Ho-
ly Spirit, as stated in Ephesians 1:13,
“In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the

gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were
sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,”

4. Now that the person, at a new time (i.e., accepted Christ as Savior) became a new crea-
tion (now indwelt with the Holy Spirit), and will never be confronted with any of their sins
prior to being saved. 2 Corinthians 5:17b substantiates this,

“...old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. (2
Corinthians 5:17b"

a. "'old things™ (all sins prior to Salvation.

b. ""are passed away"" (basically, the Greek means to: "pass by, pass away, perish, dis-
regard, and etc.

c. "all things become new"" (all things become new in God's eyes, as He keeps account
of your life, from the time you were saved, until you leave this Earth via death or
the Rapture; but, never the past.

“As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our
transgressions from us.” (Psalm 103:12

“He will turn again, he will have compassion upon us; he will subdue
our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the
sea.” (Micah 7:19

B. 1 Corinthians 3:12, “Now If Any Man Build Upon This Foundation...”

“Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious
stones, wood, hay, stubble;”

The “gold, silver, precious stones” are characteristic of how you used your faithfulness,
abilities and life for the Lord. The words ""wood, hay, and stubble' are representative of our
unfaithfulness to the Lord.

This involves a tremendous battle between the old Adamic nature we inherited at birth; and
our new nature, the Holy Spirit. Each one will attempt to control your life. This fact is made
crystal clear in Galatians 5;16,17,
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“This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust of
the flesh. (V.16)

For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the
flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye CANNOT
do the things that ye would.”

Notice the word "CANNOT" in Verse 17. This is a mistranslation. The Greek is "ME,"
pronounced "may." It is a prime particle of qualified negation; which means it is not an abso-
lute. It should have been translated as “(‘should not') do the things that ye would...""; by the
old nature. Now, when the word cannot is used as an impossibility, a different Greek word is
used; which is "ouch.” This is demonstrated in 1 Corinthians 15:50,

“Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood (our human bodies)
cannot (Gr. "ouch" (absolutely cannot) inherit the kingdom of God;
neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.”

Galatians 3:17 is another example of "ouch" as an absolute. The reason | brought this out
is that the Pentecostals use the same verse in Galatians 5:17, saying "If you are really saved,
you will not want to; nor, will you sin anymore.” This is a Satanic teaching.

This mistranslation of "cannot" in Galatians 5:17 is the difference between a true and a
false doctrine. In other words, if a Christian could never sin after they are saved; then how did
they produce the wood, hay and stubble, and the loss of rewards at the Judgment Seat of
Christ?

2 Timothy 2:20 also accentuates the Judgment Seat of Christ.

“But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of
silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to
dishonour.”

C. 1 Corinthians 3:13, “Every man's work shall be made manifest:...”

"EVERY MAN'S WORK shall be made manifest: for the day shall
declare it, because it shall be revealed by FIRE; and the FIRE shall try
every man's work of what sort it is.”

1.Notice ""Every man's work" (i.e., good and bad) shall be made manifest.”” The Greek
for "manifest” is "PLENEROS," and means "visible, known, openly, etc. This would be con-
tradictory to those who claim this is only a rewarding stand and that the details of the loss of
rewards will not surface!

2. Notice the word ""fire." It is the Greek word "pur" and used as a noun. Besides its ordi-
nary, natural significance as fire, it is also used to represent the absolute Divine Holiness and
Righteousness of God's judgment.

| remember years ago when our pastor, Dr. Thomas Duff, who had lived in Middletown,
Ohio, where there were iron refineries. In one of his illustrations, he told how the raw stock
was heated to a high degree until it liquefied, and the impurities came to the top to be removed.
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Since God is not a "respecter of persons" (Acts 10:34), He will also bring to the surface the
impurities of a Christian's life; which are valued as "loss of rewards."

3. Notice the words "of what sort it is.” It literally means, the good and bad works; this is
self-explanatory.

D. 1 Corinthians 3:14, “If Any Man’s Work Abide...”

"If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall
receive a reward.”

The rewards will vary as 1 Corinthians 3:8 states,

“"Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man
shall receive his own reward according to his own labour.”

Christians will be servants of Christ within the thousand-year earthly reign of Christ. Many
Christians will be busy with many ways to serve during this time. Others will standing around,
doing nothing but watching from the sidelines, just as they did on Earth.

The saying on Earth is, "There are Christians who make things happen; there are Christians
who watch things happen; and, then there are Christians who have no idea what is happening!”

E. 1 Corinthians 3:15, “If Any Man’s Work Shall Be Burned...”

“If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he
himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.”

1. This verse is proof of God's Divine righteousness of His Word. Here, for example, is a
Christian in Heaven with hardly any good works. He lived his life for, *"the lust of the flesh,
and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life." (1 John 2:16). BUT, he is still saved; or he
would not be in Heaven at this judgment!

2. There are those self-righteous fools who laugh and denounce "Once saved, always
saved!" In doing so, they accuse God of being a liar; and, justifying themselves by relying on
good works for Salvation. They contradict themselves by saying they believe you are saved by
grace through faith; BUT, if you do no display good works after you are saved, you will lose
your Salvation.

The problem is, if you lose your Salvation through lack of good works, then the only way
to get it back the second time is by earning it with good works. In other words, in their minds,
you got Salvation the first time as a gift from God. Now, the second time you have to work be-
fore you get it back. Satan loves these false teachers, as God exposes them in 2 Corinthians,
Chapter 11, Verses 3 and 13,

“But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through
his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that
is in Christ. (2 Corinthians 11:3)

For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming
themselves into the apostles of Christ. (V.13)
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And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of
light. (V.14)

Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as
the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their
works.” (2 Corinthians 11:13-15)

F. God’s Will For the Christian “In a Nutshell.”

“For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all
men, (v.11)

Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should
live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; (V.12)

Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; (V.13)

Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity,
and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.”
(Titus 2:11-14)
Jim Elliot, one of the five missionaries to the Auca Indians in Ecuador, who was Killed,
said before his death.

"He is no fool to give what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose."

Remember, your life is precious to the Lord. Don't waste it. It is the only one you have
down here!

Only one life, yes only one,
Now let me say,” Thy will be done”;
And when at last I’ll hear the call,

[ know I’ll say “T'was worth it all”’;
Only one life, t'will soon be past,
Only what’s done for Christ will last.”
By C.T. Studd

G. 2 Corinthians 5:9-10, All Christians Will Be There.

"Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be
ACCEPTED of him. (V.9)

FOR WE MUST ALL appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that
every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that
he hath done, whether it be good or bad.” (V.10)

1. "accepted™ in Verse 9 is the Greek word "EUARESTOS. "The "EU" is (well) and
"ARESTOS" means (pleasing); therefore, "well-pleasing." This labor instills a mental peace
and rest which is described in Matthew 11:29,
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“Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly
in heart: and ye shall find REST unto your souls.”

Most people appreciate being recognized for the nice things they do for others. Our won-
derful Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, also lets His children know that they will be rewarded for
their faithfulness and labor for Him; as *'it is not in vain."

“But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ. (V. 57)

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your
labour is not in vain in the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 15:57-58)

2. Satan's crowd sometimes will use Verse 9, by saying you must have good works by la-
boring for the Lord to inherit eternal life. This is easily refuted by the fact that this judgment
takes place after the Rapture, in Heaven.

Therefore, the "'we must all'* includes the spiritual and carnal, "*whether it be good or
bad." (V.10). In other words, how could the "bad" be in Heaven, if it takes good works to get
there, as these false teachers proclaim.

“Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6)

We only go to our Father in Heaven by Christ and His payment for our sins on the Cross.
Therefore, contradicting Satan's crowd who are projecting a counterfeit of self-righteousness of
works.

Christ encountered the same "Pharisees" as the Christians faces today. Here is Christ's re-
buke to these heretics.

“And he (Christ) spake this parable unto certain (Pharisees) which
trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others:
(Luke 18:9)

And he (Christ) said unto them (Pharisees), Ye are they which justify
yourselves before men; but God knoweth your hearts: for that which is
highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God.”
(Luke 16:15)

H. Romans 14:10-12, “...For We Shall All Stand At the Judgment Seat of Christ.”

At the Judgment Seat of Christ, every knee SHALL bow and every tongue SHALL confess
and SHALL give account of himself to God.

“But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at
nought thy brother? for we shall ALL stand before the judgment seat of
Christ. (V.10)

For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee SHALL bow to
me, and every tongue SHALL confess to God. (V.11)
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So then every one of us SHALL give account of himself to God.”
(Romans 14:10-12)

1. Notice the word ""ALL" in Verse 10. No Christian can escape this judgment, as it in-
cludes the faithful and the unfaithful; as they have lived their lives after they were saved.

2. Notice the word ""SHALL" which appears twice in Verse 11 and once in Verse 12. In
other words, we have no choice; as you and I will stand before Christ face to face.

3. | have heard and was taught by some that the Judgment Seat of Christ is from the Greek
word, "BEMA," meaning "a rewarding stand, or a place of receiving rewards. "Therefore,"”
they say, "We will not be embarrassed by any of the known acts we have done to suffer loss of
rewards." | wish this were true; but, | am afraid it is not! In Romans 14:12 we read...

So then every one of us shall give ACCOUNT of himself to God.

Notice the word "ACCOUNT." It is the Greek word "LOGOS." Its meaning is (a word, or
saying, also means "an account which one gives by word of mouth.”) It also denotes the ex-
pression of thought—not the mere name of an object.” ((Vines Expository Dictionary of New
Testament Words).

It appears from the meaning of the word "account,” that there will be an exchange of words
between our Savior and His children at this judgment for rewards; or, loss of rewards. It will be
wonderful to be rewarded for our faithfulness and dedicated service to Him.

On the other hand, it could be embarrassing, should one be addressed about their sins of
omission. Why didn't | do the things | had an opportunity to do for the Lord? The Lord may
respond by handing me a record for the hundreds of excuses | have given him; which were of
no value, except LOSS OF REWARDS.

Then there are the sins of commission. That is, those things that I did that I knew were
wrong. All of us will be guilty of some; and some Christians will be guilty of many. | would
not be surprised if our wonderful Savior would not remind us of what He has written in James
4:17,

"Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to
him it is sin.”

I am quite sure every Christian will have to forfeit some rewards because of this verse.

Our Savior, who is the Master Teacher; also used the Greek word "LOGOS," for our Eng-
lish word "account" in "The Parable of the Unjust Steward"; which begins in Luke 16:1,2,

“And he (Christ) said also unto his disciples, There was a certain rich
man, which had a steward; and the same was accused unto him that he
had wasted his goods. (V.1)

And he called him, and said unto him, How is it that I hear this of
thee? give an account (Gr. Logos) of thy stewardship; for thou mayest
be no longer steward. “ (Luke 16:1-2)
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4. The Greek word "LOGOS" is also translated as an object, that object being the Divine
God and the Divine Son, Jesus Christ, as seen in John 1:1,

“In the beginning was the Word (Gr. Logos), and the Word (Gr.
Logos) was with God, and the Word (Gr. Logos) was God.”

In John 1:14, God became flesh in the Person of Jesus Christ.

“And the Word (Gr. Logos) was made flesh, and dwelt among us,
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the
Father,) full of grace and truth.”

This title is also used in 1 John 5:7, in documenting the Trinity.

“For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the
Word (Gr. Logos), and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.”

“God” is the Hebrew, “Elohim,” meaning three or more. In other words, the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit are one. A complimentary verse in the Old Testament to 1 John 5:7 is found in
Deuteronomy 6:4,

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:"

In other words, “...The LORD (Jehovah, singular) our God (Elohim, three) is one LORD
(singular, Jehovah):” This is, therefore, the Trinity: God, the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Notice in Genesis 1:1,"In the beginning God (Heb. Elohim, three) created...” This is the
Trinity.
a. God, the Father created:

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. (Genesis
1:1)

b. Christ, the Son, created:

“The same was in the beginning with God. (V.2) All things were
made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was
made.” (John 1:2-3

c. The Holy Spirit created:

“And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon
the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the
waters.” (Genesis 1:2

. God’s Will For His Children.

God's will for His children is that He wants them to not be ashamed of Him.

"Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a
name which is above every name: (V.9)

That at the name of Jesus every knee SHOULD bow, of things in
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; (V.10)
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And that every tongue SHOULD confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father.” (Philippians 2:9-11

1. Notice the word "*SHOULD," which is from the Greed "MELLO." It is the same Greek
word that is translated ""SHALL" three times in Romans 14:11,12. The Greek word "MELLQO"
is used in various ways, depending upon the context. For example, it may be used to show free
will, purpose, certainty, compulsion, or necessity; as the context requires.

Since Romans 14:11,12 is speaking of the Judgment Seat of Christ where every Christian
will be present; therefore, the word "SHALL" is used showing the absolute certainty that all
Christians will be present, according to the context, whether they want to or not!

In other words, you would not translate "MELLO" as "should"; as, this would leave it up
to the free will of the Christian whether they would be there or not. This would contradict the
context of Scripture.

Notice Philippians 2:10 (*"That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow..."" "BOW"
here is the Greek word "KAMPTO," and literally means (to bend). In the spiritual sense, you
are bending your knee and bowing in adoration and exaltation of your Savior, Jesus Christ.
Therefore, the Greek word, “MELLO,” is translated properly as “should”; as the Christian has
the free will to serve the Lord; or, not to serve the Lord.

a."...of things in heaven..." (Revelation 4:8,9)
The Seraphims:

“And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and
they were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying,
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.
(v.8)

And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to him
that sat on the throne, who liveth for ever and ever,” (Revelation 4:8-9)

These are the Seraphims of Isaiah 6:2,6; some of God's heavenly, angelic creatures.

b. “The Four and Twenty Elders” in Heaven. (Revelation 4:10,11)

“The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the
throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their
crowns before the throne, saying, (V.10)

Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power:
for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were
created.” (Revelation 4:10-11

c. "...and things in earth." It would be wonderful if every Christian had the same attitude
as the Apostle Paul.
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“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of
God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and
also to the Greek.”- Romans 1:16

d. ""and things under the earth.” These are those in the Torment of Hell (Gr. Hades) in
the center of the Earth. They will remain there until they are brought up and join the
Unsaved at the Great White Throne Judgment, at the end of the Millennium; where all
the Lost will be cast into the Lake of Fire for eternity. This is the Second Death.

“And death and hell (Gr. Hades) were cast into the lake of fire. This
is the second death. “ (Revelation 20:14

Those in Hell should bow in acknowledgment that they put themselves there, not God.
Now living the torments of Hell, how could they not remember the many times they had been
witnessed to? There will be some who will curse God for all eternity in torment. There will be
others that will remember that God loved them and gave His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ,
to pay for their sins. They will be honest enough not to blame God for their demise. Some will
acknowledge they are there of their own free will; by their own free will of choice, to believe
or not believe. They made the wrong choice!

“He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that
believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth
on him.” (John 3:36

II. WiLL WE HAVE A NEW NAME IN GLORY?

Will we have a new name in Heaven, unknown to us now; or will we maintain our earthly
name in Heaven and through eternity? The verse responsible for raising this question is found
in Revelation 2:17,

“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden
manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name
written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.”

| believe the best way to understand this verse is to correlate each aspect of this verse with
other Scripture. Therefore, we will examine each section of the verse; and, in so doing, gain a
the whole picture of what the verse is presenting to us as Christians; which will answer the ini-
tial question.

A. “To him that overcometh” The overcomer is a Christian who, by faith, has trusted Je-
sus Christ as their Savior. 1 John 5:4,5 explains the word “overcometh.”

“For whatsoever is born of God OVERCOMETH the world: and this is
the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is he that

overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of
God.”

B. “Eat of the hidden manna” The manna that sustained Israel in the wilderness is a type
of the Lord Jesus Christ and His word. John 6:32, 33, 35 clarifies this:
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“Then Jesus saith unto them,...Moses gave you not that bread from
heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven. (V. 32)

For the bread of God is he (Christ) which cometh down from
heaven, and giveth life unto the world.” (V. 33)

And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to
me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never
thirst.” (V. 35)

Christians feast on the word of God as a source of knowledge, strength, and growth. They
love and desire the Word of God. On the other hand, there are those who have no desire for
spiritual truth; therefore, God’s Word, the Bible, is of no interest whatsoever to them. Matthew
13:15 explains why the word of God, or manna, is hidden from many.

“For this people’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of
hearing, AND THEIR EYES THEY HAVE CLOSED; lest at any time they
should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should
understand with their heart, and should be converted (change their
thinking), and I should heal them.”

C. “And will give him (the Christian) a white stone.”
1. The white stone represents the Lord Jesus Christ. White is showing us His sinlessness.
In Matthew 27.19, Pilate’s wife said,
“...Have thou nothing to do with that JUST MAN...”
(This is probably one time he should have listened to his wife!) Pilate himself stated three
times,
“...Ifind NO FAULT IN HIM...” (John 18:38; 19:4,6)
Judas himself declared in Matthew 27:4,
“...I'have betrayed the INNOCENT BLOOD (i.e., Christ)...”

Jesus said of Himself that He is the Stone that Israel rejected, in Matthew 21:42.

“Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures (Ps.
118:22), The stone (Christ) which the builders (Israel) rejected, the same
is become the head of the corner...”

2 Corinthians 5:21 clearly states,

“For he hath made him (Christ) to be sin for us, WHO KNEW NO
SIN; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.”

2. Remember, this whole verse is in reference to our salvation. Now, a promise is given in
Revelation 3:5 to those that are saved (i.e. the overcomers).

“He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in WHITE
RAIMENT:; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life...”
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“Shall be” is future tense, letting us know that we will receive this white robe upon enter-
ing our home in Heaven. The white robe is a testimony that I am here because the of the
righteousness of Jesus Christ and not because of my own works.

"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:
it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” -
Ephesians 2:8,9

D. “In the stone a new name written.” Some have wondered if they will have a different
name when they enter Heaven. The answer is “No.” You will be known in Heaven by the same
name as you are known on Earth. In Matthew 17:3, at the Transfiguration, you will recall that,

“...there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him
(Christ).”

Moses and Elijah had died hundreds of years earlier; but, now appearing at the Transfig-
uration, they are still known by their earthly names.

In Luke 16:19-31 we have the literal account of the death of Lazarus who was saved, and a
rich man who was lost. Lazarus was taken to Paradise (Abraham’s Bosom) and the lost man to
Torment. Between the two was a great gulf making it impossible for the man in Torment to get
to the Paradise side.

As you read this account, notice that the lost man is speaking to Abraham, who physically
died hundreds of years before. But...Abraham is still known as Abraham on into eternity and
will be known by his earthly name forever.

1. The Greek word for “new” in Revelation 2:17, our verse in question, is “kainos.” It
means ‘“new as to form or quality; that of a different nature from what is contrasted as old.”
This same Greek word that is translated “new” in 2 Corinthians 5:17 is in reference to the time
we accepted Christ as our Savior.

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new (Gr. Kainos) creature:
old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”

In other words, at salvation, in God’s eyes we are a brand new creation and everything in
our past is forgotten as we start our new life in Christ Jesus. At this time our name is eternally
sealed in the Lamb’s book of life with the promise it will never, for any reason, be removed.
Revelation 3:5 makes this perfectly clear,

“He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in while raiment;
AND I WILL NOT BLOT OUT HIS NAME OUT OF THE BOOK OF LIFE, but
I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.”

Therefore, at salvation, Heaven receives another new name to join the ranks of all those
previously saved. Not a different name, but a new name will be placed on Heaven’s rolls be-
cause of bearing Christ’s name, that being “Christian.”

E. “A new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.” There
are, at salvation, only two who know you are saved. That is Christ and yourself, excluding the
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heavenly host. In Luke 10:20, Christ addressed the Seventy he had commissioned with these
words,

“Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject
unto you; but rather rejoice, BECAUSE YOUR NAMES ARE WRITTEN IN
HEAVEN.”

Luke 15:7 lets us know that those in Heaven are aware of what is going on down here.

“I say unto you, that likewise JOY shall be IN HEAVEN over one
sinner that repenteth...”

F. The Lamb’s Book of Life. The Lamb’s Book of Life has in it the name of every human
being ever conceived.(Also called “The Book of the Living, Ps. 69:28.) David, inspired by the
Holy Spirit, penned Psalm 139. At conception, life begins as verified in Psalm 139:13-17,

“For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my
mother's womb. (V.13)

I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made:
marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well. (V.14)

My substance was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret,
and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. (V.15)

Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and IN THY
BOOK all my members were written, which in continuance were
fashioned, when as yet there was none of them. (V.16)

How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! how great is
the sum of them!” (V.17)

1. Verse 13. “For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my mother's
womb.” God sees the female egg and the male sperm unite. Nothing is hidden from God.

2. Verse 15. “The lowest parts of the earth,” This is a figure of speech illustrating the
inner part of a woman’s body where conception takes place.

3. Verse 16. As we see in Verse 16, before pregnancy became aware to the mother, God
had already entered the child’s name in the Lamb’s Book of Life. This shows that the Spirit of
Life by God was placed into the baby; yet, not fully developed; OR, the baby could never have
developed. The reason is, as James states, “For as the body without the spirit is dead.”
(James 2:26a) The parents never install the Spirit into the baby. That is God’s part to give life;
or, life would never begin. This is absolute proof that life begins at conception.

“Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and IN THY
BOOK all my members were written, which in continuance were
fashioned, when as yet there was none of them.” (Psalm 139:16)

NOTE: Job 33:4 and 34:14,15,

“The Spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty
hath given me life.” (Job 33:4)
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“If he set his heart upon man, if he gather unto himself his spirit
and his breath; (V.14)

All flesh shall perish together, and man shall turn again unto dust.”
(Job 34:14-15)

4. Verse 17. “How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! how great is the
sum of them!” David did not write this out of his own knowledge. He attests to the fact that
God, the Holy Spirit, had revealed this to him. This is in perfect accordance with 2 Peter 1:21
where “...holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost (Spirit).”

a. Should infants and little children die before they reach the age of accountability
(which varies within the child), they will enter Paradise within the Kingdom of
God. Therefore a new name has entered the Kingdom of God; not, a different name.
(Luke 18:15,16)

“And they brought unto him also infants, that he would touch them:
but when his disciples saw it, they rebuked them. (V.15)

But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Suffer little children to
come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of
God.” (Luke 18:15-16)

Let me illustrate: Should a person from another country come to our country and desire to
become a citizen, he, or she, must make application for citizenship to America. After they
complete the requirements for citizenship, they are sworn in as a citizen. Their name is now
new on the roll as a citizen. Their location as citizenship has changed, but, they do not have a
different name. The same applies to a Christian who has accepted Jesus Christ as their Savior.
The Christian’s location has changed from Earth to Heaven, upon death; or, the Rapture; BUT,
their name will never change. They will be known in Heaven by the same name as they were
known here on Earth.

5. The Rest of Humanity. Their names remain in the Book of Life.

a. The Lost. (The wicked who reject God in the Old Testament; or, Christ under the
New Covenant, will have their names blotted out of the Book of the Living. They
may die a natural death; or, a premature death at the hands of an angry God! (Read
all of Exodus 32.)

“And the Lord said unto Moses, Whosoever hath sinned against me,
him will I BLOT OUT OF MY BOOK.” (Exodus 32:33)

b. Psalm 69:27,28 (describes the end of the wicked described in the previous verses: as
they are cast into Hell for eternity.

“Add iniquity unto their iniquity: and let them not come into thy
righteousness. (V.27)

Let them BE BLOTTED OUT OF THE BOOK OF THE LIVING, and not
be written with the righteous.” (Psalm 69:27-28)

c. The Saved. Their names will NOT be blotted out of the “Book of Life.”
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“He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment;
and I WILL NOT BLOT OUT HIS NAME OUT OF THE BOOK OF LIFE, but I
will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.”
(Revelation 3:5

The believer is sealed, which implies ownership and security, by the Holy Spirit.

“..after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of
promise,” (Ephesians 1:13b)

“And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto
the day of redemption.” (Ephesians 4:30)

Just as the Holy Spirit seals the believer for Heaven, | would not be surprised to see the be-
liever’s name covered by the blood of Christ. Every person alive today has their name in the
Book of Life. Whether your name remains for Heaven; or, is removed for Hell, depends
upon youl!

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,

that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” (John 3:16

“He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that
believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth
on him.”- John 3:36

G. God’s Will for the New Christian. God’s will for the new Christian, is to tell others
about Jesus Christ. It is summarized in Romans 1:14-16.

“I am debtor both to the Greeks (the wise and cultured) and to the
Barbarians (uneducated, of low degree); both to the wise and the
unwise.”(V. 14)

So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach (announce) the gospel
to you that are at Rome also.” (V. 15)

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of
God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also
to the Greek (the Gentiles).” (V. 16)

The new Christian’s prayer should be Ephesians 6:19.

“And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open
my mouth BOLDLY, to make known the mystery of the gospel.”
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THE TRIBULATION PERIOD: THE SEVENTH DISPENSATION: STAR “D”

I. AFTER THE RAPTURE, THE ANTICHRIST CONFIRMS THE COVENANT

“And he (the Antichrist) shall confirm the covenant with many for
one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and
the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he
shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that
determined shall be poured upon the desolate.” — Daniel 9:27

A. “He” is the Antichrist.

B. “Confirm the covenant.” This is not a new covenant; but, rather, the old Mosaic Cov-
enant. This allows Israel to worship in their rebuilt Temple with their priests conducting their
worship services, as they had in the past under the Old Covenant.

C. In the middle of the week of 7 years, the Antichrist will break his covenant and stop all
worship services. He then proceeds to exterminate all the Jews he can.

D. We want to stop here temporarily as we see why the Antichrist and his world council
would want to make this covenant of “protection” with the Nation of Israel.

1. One must remember that the Rapture has just taken place and every Christian from eve-
ry country all over the world has been taken. They are all gone, “in a moment, in a twinkling of
an eye,” (1 Corinthians 15:52). The next day, none of the millions of Christians who have dis-
appeared will show up for work. A catastrophe such as this has never occurred since the time
of the Flood, as described in Genesis, Chapters 6-8.

2. This will help us get an idea of the chaotic conditions which would occur, when within
one day every Christian would be gone, forever, from just the state of Minnesota, alone. The
following will also be happening all over the world:
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3. Law Enforcement. With crime running rampant now, can one even imagine what would
happen when every Christian, in one moment, disappeared from all of these law enforcement
agencies. Crime would spiral to unprecedented highs.

a. FBI Agents.

b. CIA Agents.

Secret Service Agents and those who protect the President, etc.
Local Policemen, in towns and cities.

County Sheriffs and Deputies, for our 87 Counties.
Judges, Civil and Criminal, Municipal and Federal
City, State, and Federal Prosecutors

Prison Guards

Postal Inspectors

Federal Marshals

. Beef, Pork, and Poultry Inspectors

I. Homeland Security

m. Border Patrol

4. Bureau of Motor Vehicles. In Minnesota they estimate they are about 3 months behind
with their present staff. No one knows how many of the employees are Christians. There could
be a few; or, there could be a large number. We do know that the Bureau is about three months
behind, now, with a full staff. Think what it would be like with any number of Christians miss-
ing. It would be a miserable situation.

5. Doctors, Surgeons, and Dentists. All of the Christian doctors, surgeons, and dentists
disappear within an hour, perhaps in the middle of caring for a patient. Imagine calling your
Clinic for a doctor’s appointment and you are advised that no one knows where your doctor
has gone. He has just disappeared! This is happening all over the state of Minnesota and the
world.

AT T STQ a0

6. Banks. Presidents, employees, loan officers, tellers, secretaries, and etc. All Christians
missing right in front of their co-worker’s eyes. Gone in one second! No two-week notice, just
gone forever to Heaven. One can only imagine the confusion that will follow.

7.0ur Food Supply.

a. Grain Farmers. Some of these farmers are Christians. There are many scenarios that
could exist. For example, let us just look at one. We will say the whole family are
Christians, the husband, wife and two children. They all disappear in one second.
The bank receives no loan payment when due, and the family cannot be found. Can
we imagine the dilemma the bank is in and the lengthy legality of getting this mess
resolved. In the meantime, no fields are planted and no crops are raised or harvest-
ed.
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b. Beef and Dairy Farmers, supplying our meat and milk. Let us take a different situa-
tion this time, one that could very well exist. Say the father, son and daughter are
saved; but, the mother is not. The rapture occurs and the mother is left with the
farm. Her husband and children are gone without a trace, and no bodies are found
for a funeral. Can one imagine the mental state she is in? Her children were a tre-
mendous help in the operation of the farm. It is doubtful if she could continue in the
black without having to pay employees to do the work of her husband and two teen-
age children. Especially if they were dairy farmers. The operation would most likely
have to cease and the farm put up for sale.

8. Imagine what chaos would ensue when every Christian from our postal services disap-
pear. Our postal clerks, mail route drivers, our central distribution centers, etc. would be gone
and mail service would be frozen. No Social Security, Disability, or Insurance checks that
countless hundreds survive on would arrive. What a mess Minnesota would be in!

9. Attorneys for Legal Representation. | personally know several Christian attorneys. | am
sure there are many; however, they will all be gone at the Rapture. All that will be left are sec-
ular attorneys, not a Christian anywhere will be found!

10. Missing Airplane Pilots. Many of our Air Force pilots are Christians. They will disap-
pear in “the twinkling of an eye.” (I Corinthians 15:52). Can you imagine how our Air Force
would be crippled? What about our domestic flights? Every Christian pilot, co-pilot, and flight
attendant, air traffic controller, will be gone in one second! Did one ever think about all of the
passengers aboard a plane in the air that would plunge to their deaths, should the pilot and co-
pilot be Christians at the Rapture?

11. Sea-going Vessels. What if the Captain and his Executive Officer were both Christians
and operating one of our nuclear submarines at the Rapture? What about a destroyer or aircraft
carrier? It would cripple our defense system immensely, and we haven’t even mentioned the
Christians that would be gone that operate all the equipment essential for our defense.

12. Military Personnel in our Air Force, Navy, Army, Marines, and Special Forces. Many
of our Infantry are Christians. | am sure there are some Christian mechanics that keep our
planes flying, our tanks and humvees repaired, our helicopters fit for duty and repaired when
needed. Can one imagine how crippled our defense system will be after the Rapture?

13. What about grocery stores? How many of our owners, clerks, and meat cutters, produce
workers, and those that stock the shelves are Christians? | have no idea; but, | do know that
those that are will leave a vacancy immediately. There will be mass confusion.

14. State and Federal Representatives, State and Federal Senators. | would hope that we
have at least a few Christians in our House of Representatives (State and Federal) and Senate
(State and Federal). It appears that the tax evaders, adulterers, homosexuals, etc., by far out-
number the Christians holding these positions.
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One man, while visiting Washington D.C. on a guided tour, asked the guide who he
thought we should pray for, the House of Representatives or the Senate. The tour guide’s reply
was, “Sir, you better pray for the people!” Should you take out the Christians that are holding
these offices, you might as well throw in the towel for saving America! It will only add to the
demise of America when these Christians disappear at the Rapture.

15. I am just going to list a few more collectively and you can imagine what a catastrophe
will ensure when all Christians disappear suddenly without a trace, should the Rapture happen
while they are at work. Consider the following:

a. Manufacturing Plants. The assembly lines, foremen, maintenance men, etc.
b. Social Workers

c. Welfare, Food Stamps, Medical Care

d. Meat, Pork, and Poultry Processing Plants

e. Road Maintenance Crews

f. Semi Operators and Dispatchers

g. Communications Workers and Repairmen

h. Electric Power Linemen

I. Web Hosts

16. The foregoing are just pebbles in the sand. | hope it will at least give a person a
glimpse of the world situation immediately following the rapture.

Remember, this will affect every town, county, city, and state all over the world. What will
be the answer and what will transpire almost immediately after the Rapture. Only the Word of
God has the answer.

E. When the Rapture occurs, the Tribulation begins immediately. There is no time element
between the Rapture and the Seven-Year Tribulation of God’s judgment on the Earth. The
Rapture is the start of the Tribulation.

“And he shall confirm the covenant with many for ONE WEEK...(i.e.
years, not days).” (Daniel 9:27a)

"For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he (the Holy
Spirit who resides in the Church) who now letteth (withholdeth) will let
(withhold), until he (i.e. the Holy Spirit in the Church when the rapture
occurs) be taken out of the way.” (7)

And THEN (a particle marking time) shall that Wicked be revealed,
whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall
destroy with the brightness of his coming:” (2 Thessalonians 2:7,8)

Note: In Verse 7, the word “letteth” is the same Greek word translated “withholdeth” in
Verse 6. “Letteth” should have been translated “withhold.” The Greek is KATECHO” and
means: to hold down, seize on, and restrain. Therefore the last part of the verse should read as
follows:
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“...only he who now withholdeth will withhold, until he (Holy Spirit)
be taken out of the way.”

F. The Rapture has taken place and the Tribulation has just begun.

The World Federation of Nations will no doubt convene immediately and try to determine
what can be done to restore some stability to the world and the mess it is now in. They may
call an emergency meeting of all the Heads of State that are represented in the United Nations.
One thing is for sure, is that ONE man will assert his leadership ability above all others.

“Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of
women, nor regard any god: for he shall magnify himself above all.”
(Daniel 11:37).

“And through his policy also he shall cause craft (Hebrew “MIRMA,"”
i.e. in the sense of deceiving ) to prosper in his hand; and he shall
magnify himself in his heart, and by peace shall destroy many: he shall
also stand up against the Prince of princes; but he shall be broken
without hand.” (Daniel 8:25).

This man, who is nothing more than the Antichrist, is a genius. He knows that America is
behind Israel and assumes she will protect her until the end. He also knows that the majority of
the world, by far, would like to see Israel exterminated. Iran, for instance, is about 97% Mus-
lim and their leader, Ahmadinejad, says they will wipe her off the face of the Earth. The
Antichrist does not want a world war which would involve America, should Israel be attacked.
To avoid this, even though he himself hates Israel, he must present himself as a peacemaker
and gain America’s confidence by making a covenant with Isracl. He influences the World
Federation of Nations to promise perpetual peace and security to the State of Israel. Israel will
accept, and America will be pleased; but, fooled.

This was all predicted in the Book of Daniel over 600 years before Christ; or, in a modern-
day figure of over 2,600 years ago. Please notice Daniel 9:27.

“And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in
the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to
cease,... "

1. “Confirm” is the Hebrew “GOBAR,” a prime root, meaning to be strong, be valiant
and to prevail. One must remember that this Antichrist is the only person, outside of Judas Is-
cariot, that Satan himself personally indwells. (Luke 22:3). John 8:44 tells us that he is a
murderer and a liar. With his dynamic, loveable, and peaceful personality, he convinces Israel
that perpetual peace is assured under his protection.

2. “Covenant.” As previously stated, this is not a new covenant; but, continuing the Old
Covenant made at Sinai. Israel has been for several years training their “kohens” (Priests) in
the offering of their feasts, sacrifices, and laws, as given in the Pentateuch.

3. “One Week.” Week in the Hebrew is “seven.” This is 7 years, not 7 days.
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4. “Midst of the Week.” After 3 ¥ years, the Antichrist will break the covenant and seek
to kill every Jew he can. This is described in detail in Matthew 24:15-22.

“When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken
of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (V. whoso readeth, let
him understand:) (V. 15)

Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains: (V. 16)
Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out
of his house: (V.17)

Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes.
(V. 18) And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give
suck in those days! (V. 19)

But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the
sabbath day: (V. 20)

For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the
beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. (V. 21) And
except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved:
but for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened.” (V. 22)

II. ISRAEL Is NOT BACK IN THE LAND TO STAY!
A. Chaim Weizman And the Balfour Declaration.

Many know from History that a Jewish chemist, one Chaim Weizman, a British subject,
offered to his homeland a newly discovered explosive, TNT. TNT was the most powerful ex-
plosive known at that time. Lord Arthur James Balfour proposed that if Germany was defeated,
in respect and appreciation for what Chaim Weizman did, that Britain would set aside the land
of Palestine and declare it a homeland for Israel. The Balfour Declaration was signed on No-
vember 17, 1917 .

B. Israel’s Restoration As a Recognized Nation. (Ezekiel 37:7,8)

May we apply the order of events of Israel’s temporary restoration in four stages, as given
in Ezekiel 37:7,8; culminating in their recognition by the United Nations as a sovereign state in
May 14, 1948.

“So I prophesied as I was commanded: and as I prophesied,
there was a noise, and behold a shaking, and the bones came together,
bone to his bone.” (Ezekiel 37:7)

Here we can see from the Balfour Declaration in 1917 the influx of Jewish men and wom-
en by the thousands in re-gathering to their homeland, in the midst of discursiveness and
agitation of nations since the Declaration.

“"And when I beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh came up upon
them...” (Ezekiel 37:8a)
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This lets us know that new life had come to the Jewish people, as seen in their unfolding
progress in industry, agriculture, religious worship, education and etc. They were, therefore, a
corporate body of people returning to their homeland by legal enactment.

“...and the skin covered them above...” (Ezekiel 37:8b)

Therefore, we see the scattered Jews from many countries coming together, as one, a sin-
gle entity, as a unified living organism. This is proof of the blending together and uniting of
Jewish colonists and Zionists advocates of all kinds into a recognized state amidst the nations
of the world.

The United Nations officially recognized Israel as a sovereign entity. After being scattered
throughout the world from 70 A.D. until May 14, 1948, some 1878 years, she is now recog-
nized as a sovereign state. She has an army, an air force, colleges, schools, Cohen’s (priests),
currency system, banks, museums, and a Sanhedrin.

“...but there was no breath in them.” (Ezekiel 37:8¢c)

Yes, Israel is recognized by the world as a nation; but, she is spiritually dead. She does not
have the breath of life in her, spiritually, because she has rejected the Life Giver, her Messiah,
her Savior (Yeshua Ha’Maschiach), the Lord Jesus Christ. Even the Orthodox Jews in Israel
today do not adhere to nor claim that Israel today is that of Jehovah God. They are looking for
the Messiah, Himself, to establish the true Israel.

C. Israel In the Future.

One must remember that the complete fulfillment of Ezekiel’s prophecies will take place at
the conclusion of The Great Tribulation when Christ returns to the Earth and establishes His
Kingdom for a millennium. Israel that is back in the land now, is only the birth pains of the
prophecy. She must be a recognized nation at the Rapture and after, making it possible for the
Antichrist to confirm a covenant of perpetual peace with her as stated in Daniel 9:27.

“And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week (of
seven years): and in the midst of the week (after 3 ¥z years) he shall
cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading
of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the
consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the
desolate.”

In other words, how could the prophecy in Daniel ever be fulfilled if there were no State of
Israel to make a covenant with? Truly we can see God’s handiwork as He controls the nations,
like moves on a giant chessboard, to fulfill the History He has pre-written. The Israel we see
today will again be scatted and persecuted when the Antichrist breaks the Covenant he makes
with Israel that lasts only 3 ¥ years.

All prophecies concerning Israel, and the nations associated with her, have their completed
fulfillment either in the 70" Week of Daniel (The Tribulation Period) or the millennium. The
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Old Testament prophets knew nothing of the Church Age, known as the Dispensation of Grace
(Ephesians 3:2).

When we see the birth pains, now, of the prophecies that are going to give birth in their
fulfillment in the Tribulation and the Millennium, we know that the Rapture is very close!

“He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly.
Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” (Revelation 22:2)

“And shall (future) put my spirit in you, and ye shall live,...(future)...”
(Ezekiel 37:14a)

This will not take place until after the seven years of Tribulation when Christ returns to es-
tablish His earthly Kingdom and fulfills His covenant to Israel. He will then give them all the
land that He had promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Israel now, as a nation, is dead spirit-
ually. She will remain this way until after the Rapture. Afterwards, she will make a covenant
with the Antichrist who promises her perpetual peace. After 3 % years, Satan’s World Federa-
tion of Nations will break that covenant. Then Israel will again be persecuted and scattered,
running in fear of their lives as described in Matthew 24:4-22 (Also Mark 13 and Luke 21).
Matthew 24:4-22 describes Israel’s dilemma.

“And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man
deceive you. (V. 4)

For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall
deceive many. (V. 5)

And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not
troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.
(V. 6)

For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom:
and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers
places. (V. 7) All these are the beginning of sorrows. (V. 8)

Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and
ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake. (V. 9) And then
shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate
one another. (V. 10)

And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. (V. 11)

And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax
cold. (V. 12)

But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. (V.
13) And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world
for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come. (V. 14)

When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken
of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (V. whoso readeth, let
him understand:) (V. 15)
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Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains: (V. 16)
Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out
of his house: (V.17)

Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes.
(V. 18) And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give
suck in those days! (V. 19)

But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the
sabbath day: (V. 20)

For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the
beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. (V. 21)

And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh
be saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened.”
(Matthew 24:4-22)

Hitler’s massacre of some 6,000,000 Jews will seem like a “Sunday School picnic” com-
pared to the Antichrist’s persecution during the Great Tribulation, the last 3 % years!

II1. THE PROPHECY OF DANIEL 9:24-27
A. Daniel 9:24.

"Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy
city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to
make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting
righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint
the most Holy.” Daniel 9:24

(70 x 7= 490 years). The Hebrew for “week” is “seven,” not days; but, rather years. Weeks
ref. Genesis 29:18-27.

1. “Thy people” (lIsrael).
2. “Thy Holy City” (Jerusalem).
3. “To finish the transgression.”

“To finish the transgression” takes place within the 490 prophetic years. After the 70
Year Captivity, only about 50,000 Jews returned to Jerusalem to assist with the building of the
Temple, as described in Ezra; and, rebuilding the walls, streets, and etc. of the city of Jerusa-
lem under Nehemiah. Israel’s many transgressions had brought about the 70 years captivity, as
foretold in Jeremiah 25:11 as well as Jeremiah 29:10.

“And this whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment;
and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years.”
(Jeremiah 25:11)

“For thus saith the Lord, That after seventy years be accomplished
at Babylon I will visit you, and perform my good word toward you, in
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causing you to return to this place.” (Jeremiah 29:10)

“To finish the transgressions” reveals to us that there are more to be made by Israel. Less
than 500 years later, Israel had turned the Temple worship of Jehovah into a secular den of
thieves, by the hypocritical scribes, Pharisees, and priests. Christ cleansed the Temple on three
different occasions. The first was in John 2:14,15. The second time is found in Matthew
21:12,13, and the third time is recorded in Mark 11:15.

“And found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and
doves, and the changers of money sitting: (V.14)

And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all
out of the temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the
changers' money, and overthrew the tables;” (John 2:14-15

How sad this must have been to Christ.

“"He (Christ) came unto his own, and his own received him
not.” (John 1:12)

This transgression brought about God’s judgment in 70 A.D. when Titus destroyed Jerusa-
lem, slaughtered some 600,000 Jews and carried thousands captive into Egypt. The rest that
escaped fled for their lives, finding refuge wherever they could throughout the world.

Germany executed some 6,000,000. They began to trickle back in 1917 via the Balfour
Declaration, until they were recognized as a sovereign state by the United Nations on May 14"
of 1948. They are there in unbelief as they still refuse to accept Jesus Christ as their Messiah.
Their rebellion and transgression continues.

4. “And to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity.” This takes
place when Christ returns at the end of the Tribulation, when “all Israel shall be saved.” (Ro-
mans 11:26)

“And so all Israel shall be saved (Those who have not taken the
Antichrist's mark.): as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the
Deliverer (Jesus Christ), and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob:”
(V. 26) (i.e., Israel — Genesis 32:28).

“For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their
sins.” (Romans 11:27)

5. “And to bring in everlasting righteousness.” This takes place when Christ returns to
establish His Kingdom at the end of the Tribulation. Notice Jeremiah’s prophecy in Jeremiah
3:17,18.

“At that time they (Israel) shall call Jerusalem the throne of the
LORD; and all the nations shall be gathered unto it, to the name of the
LORD, to Jerusalem: neither shall they walk any more after the
imagination of their evil heart.” (V.17).

“In those days the house of Judah shall walk with the house of
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Israel, and they shall come together out of the land of the north to the
land that I have given for an inheritance unto your fathers.” (V.18).

6. “And to seal up the vision and prophecy.” The prophecy in Daniel 9:24-27, which is
the 490 years, is fulfilled when Christ returns at the end of the last 7 years of the Tribulation.
He, then, establishes His Kingdom on the Earth. Therefore, this prophecy is at that time con-
cluded. In other words, “Seal it up, as it is no longer of use, since time has swallowed it up in
fulfilling its predictions.”

7. “And to anoint the most Holy.” Revelation 19 describes Christ’s return to Earth and
His defeating the Antichrist’s armies. He throws the Political Beast and the False Prophet into
the Lake of Fire burning with brimstone. (v.20) Israel’s Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ, has
come in victory and will establish His Kingdom!

“"And he (Christ) hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name
written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.” (Revelation 19:16)

B. Daniel 9:25.

“Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the
commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the
Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks....

This commandment was given by Artaxerxes, the King of Persia to Nehemiah for the re-
building of Jerusalem in, or about, 445 B.C.(Nehemiah 2:1-8). In other words, from Nehemiah
to the Messiah would be 7 weeks (i.e. years) and threescore (a score is 20, or 20 x 3 = 60
years) and two weeks (years) which equals 69 x 7; or, literally, 483 years.

The Hebrew word translated “week” means “seven.” It is the same meaning as in Genesis
29:18 when Jacob said...

“..I will serve thee (Laban) SEVEN YEARS for Rachel thy younger
daughter.”

Now notice in Verse 28...

“"And Jacob did so, and fulfilled her week: and he (Laban) gave him
(Jacob) Rachel his daughter to wife...”

The word “seven” in Verse 18 and the word “week” in Verse 28 are both from the same
Hebrew root word meaning “seven.” The Hebrew ‘SHBUAH” is the same word for “weeks” in
Daniel 9:25, as it is for “weeks” in Genesis 29:28, meaning “seven.”

We are also told in Verse 25 that the rebuilding of Jerusalem would be done in troubled
times of opposition.

"...the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous
times.”

Read Nehemiah through and see Satan’s attacks upon those rebuilding the city in fulfilling
Daniel’s prophecy.
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Satan’s missionaries today (atheists, agnostics, and false preachers) attack God’s Word,
saying Daniel is just recorded History. How ignorant these men are, as the commandment was
not given in Nehemiah, Chapter 2, to rebuild Jerusalem until about 95 years AFTER Daniel’s
death. This was prophetic, as History would only fulfill what God had previously predicted.

Verse 25 lets us know that, from the edict given to rebuild Jerusalem and until the Messiah
would be crucified, would cover a period of 483 years.

C. Daniel 9:26a.

“...And after THREESCORE AND TWO WEEKS (62 weeks of years)
shall Messiah be cut off, ... (crucified).”

In Verse 25 we have 483 years from the edict to rebuild Jerusalem to Christ being rejected
and crucified. Therefore, 62 x 7 is 434 years. By subtracting 434 years from the 483 years, we
know it took 49 years to rebuild the city of Jerusalem.

1. “Messiah be cut off (crucified), but not for Himself."" Christ did not die for Himself,
as he was the sinless Son of God.

“For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we
might be made the righteousness of God in him.” (2 Corinthians 5:21

All humanity has sinned, and that sin was laid upon Christ on the Cross, making our pay-
ment for us, as described in Isaiah 53:6.

"All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to
his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.”

2. “And the people of the prince.” (“The people” are the Romans). “Prince” is translated
from “NAGID,” which in the Hebrew meaning is (a commander whether civil, religious, or
military.) This would apply to Titus, the Roman general.

3. “shall come shall destroy the city (Jerusalem) and the sanctuary” This was accom-
plished by Titus in 70 A.D.

4. “The end thereof shall be with a flood.” The destruction of the city and the Temple
was concluded after a siege of 143 days, just shy of five months. The flood is in reference to
the enormous amount of Jews that were slaughtered by the Roman Army. Flavius Josephus
(37-100), the famous Jewish historian, says that there were over 1,000,000 Jews that died at the
hands of Titus.

5. “And unto the end of the war desolations are determined.” From the Diaspora (a
scattering) in 70 A.D. of the Jews throughout the world “desolations are determined.” In other
words, God has determined that there will be hatred (anti-Semitism), wars, and nations wanting
them destroyed, and etc.

Note: Between Verses 26 and 27, the Rapture takes place. All Christians are gathered off
of the Earth and taken to Heaven.
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We are going to stop here with the Rapture. Over 2,000 years ago, Israel made the biggest
mistake in rejecting her Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ. After the Rapture and examining Dan-
iel 9:27, we shall see her second biggest mistake is accepting the Antichrist’s Covenant.

D. Diagram: The 70 Weeks of Daniel 9:24-27 Illustrated.

The 70 Weeks of Daniel 9:24-27
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11. Diagram: The 70 Weeks of Daniel 9:24-27 Illustrated.

1. The 49 years, the 434 years, and the 483 years as shown on the diagram.

a. The edict to rebuild Jerusalem by Artaxerxes in 445 B.C. unto the Messiah would
cover a time span of 483 years.

“Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the
commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the
Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street
shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.” (Daniel
9:25)

“And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but
not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall
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destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a
flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.”
(Daniel 9:26)

b. After the city was rebuilt, there would be 434 years to the Messiah being “cut off”
(crucified). Therefore, subtracting 434 from 483 we know it took 49 years for the
rebuilding of Jerusalem.

2. The fulfilling of the 483 years from the edict given in 445 B.C. to Christ being crucified
has been illustrated as the following.

445 B.C.  The Edict to Rebuild Jerusalem
33 A.D. Age Christ Died

4 Years Calendar Off

1 Year Difference of Months

483 Years Of Prophecy Fulfilled.

4

12. The Computation of Years for Daniel 9:24-27.

The total length of this prophecy is 490 years. 483 years have been fulfilled, leaving seven
years. This will be the Seven-Year Tribulation Period, between the Rapture and Revelation of
Christ.

IV. THE TWO OLIVE TREES OF ZECHARIAH FOUR
A. Introduction — Over All View.

1. Zechariah and Haggai were contemporary and sent to the leaders and the people to fin-
ish building the temple they had started 15 years earlier. Satan had sent his opposition, which
had caused the work to stop. (Ezra 4).

2. Joshua. From Haggai 1:12 we learn that he was the son of Josedech. In Ezra and Nehe-
miah, he is called Jeshua (Ezra 3:2). His grandfather, Seriah, was High Priest when Jerusalem
was captured and the city destroyed in 586. He was executed at Riblah by Nebuchadnezzar and
his father taken captive to Babylon. It was here that Joshua was probably born.
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Ezra 2:64, 65 states there were 49,897 that returned to Jerusalem in 536 B.C. On their arri-
val, Joshua would naturally have taken a leading part in the laying of the foundation of the
temple in 535 B.C. Satan’s opposition (Ezra 4; Zechariah 3:1,2) stopped the work for 15 years.

B. Introduction: Preliminary view of Chapter Four.

1. Chapter Four is God’s Word to Zechariah for the leaders and the people in order to stir
them up. God’s protection is promised, as they are to start immediately to complete the build-
ing of their temple.

2. Chapter Four also contains a brief picture of three future prophecies given over 2500
years in advance.

a. The Jewish people will rebuild the temple very soon after the Rapture. The religious
but, unsaved Jews, are given by the godless world leaders, their protection and blessings
by a false covenant that will be broken after 3-1/2 years.

b. Prophecy concerning the Millennial Temple and Kingdom Reign of Jesus Christ.

c. The Two Witnesses of God that prophecy against the false temple and worship during
the Tribulation Period.

C. Visual Aids For Prophecy.

In this prophetic chapter, God uses various items as a figure of speech to illustrate various
factual events. These items are: a golden candlestick, seven lamps, seven pipes, two golden
pipes, a bowl, two olive trees and two olive branches. As one studies the Word of God, you
will find that the FIG TREE is used in reference to Israel’s national privileges. The VINE con-
cerns Israel’s spiritual privileges, and the OLIVE TREE represents Israel’s religious privileges.

D. “A Picture Is Worth a Thousand Words.”

There is much truth in the above statement; so, | thought a picture of the elements de-
scribed in Zechariah, Chapter Four, might be of some help in understanding the prophecies of
this chapter.

"And the angel that talked with me came again, and waked me, as a
man that is wakened out of his sleep,” (V.1)

“And said unto me, What seest thou? And I said, I have looked, and
behold a candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and his
seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the seven lamps, which are
upon the top thereof:” (V.2)

“And two olive trees by it, one upon the right side of the bowl, and
the other upon the left side thereof.” (Zechariah 4:1-3)
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Now let us see if we can identify what this picture in Chapter Four illustrates:

1. “A golden candlestick with a bowl on top.” (V.2) The Hebrew for “bowl” is “gullah”
and defined as; “a fountain, bowl, or globe, (all as round).” A candlestick extends up from its
base. The bowl on top would indicate God overseeing everything in His creation. Isaiah 40:22
explains this.

"It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants
thereof are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the heavens as a
curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in: (V. 22)

To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be equal? saith the Holy
One." (V. 25)

2. “The seven pipes extend from God and topped with seven lamps.” The Hebrew for
“pipes” here in Verse Two is “mutsagah” and means; “something poured out or cast in a
mold." In Verse Twelve, the word “pipes” is a different Hebrew word with a different mean-
ing, as will be explained later. Seven lamps and seven pipes are significant, as in the Bible,
numbers have a meaning. Four is the number of the Earth. Five is the number of grace. Six is
the number of man, and seven is in reference to God’s divine completeness. In other words,
God “sitteth upon the circle of the earth” to oversee all of His creation.

“The heaven, even the heavens, are the LORD'S: but the earth hath
he given to the children of men.” (Psalms 115:16)

Nothing in man can escape the eyes and knowledge of God Almighty.

“Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but
all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we
have to do.” (Hebrews 4:13)

Speaking to Israel, the LORD has said”

“...for I know the things that come into your mind, every one of
them.”- (Ezekiel 11:5b)

God has now waited fifteen years since the work on building the temple had stopped. Satan
and his followers had stopped the work after the foundations of the temple had been laid. God
now lets Zechariah know that He will take care of Satan in Zechariah 3:1,2.

“And he shewed me Joshua the high priest standing before the
angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him.”
(V.1)

“And the LORD said unto Satan, The LORD rebuke thee, O Satan;
even the LORD that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee:...” (Zechariah
3:1-2)

Now, on to Zechariah 4:6, where the Angel continues to give God’s Word to Zechariah,
who is to encourage Zerubbabel.
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“Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of
the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by
my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.”

The leaders and workers will not have to fight Satan’s opposition with their power and
might, or force. Satan’s opposition was so intense that it had mounted up to such degrees, as
illustrated by the size of a mountain. God said, “I will remove all of Satan’s obstacles, so that
the mountain will become as a plain and not one obstacle will remain, as described in Zechari-
ah 4.7,

“Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt
become a plain: and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof with
shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it.”

Zerubbabel is going to “bring forth the head stone” showing the leaders that he is start-
ing the work to finish the building of God’s temple for the people. What excitement when the
people see the work begun, as they shout for joy and cry out, “Grace, grace unto it.” For it is
only by the Grace of God that it will be built. The Lord continues His prophecy of the temple
in Verses 8,9, declaring that it will be completed.

“Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,” (V.8)

“The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house;
his hands shall also finish it; and thou shalt know that the LORD of
hosts hath sent me unto you.” (Zechariah 4:8.9)

This temple was not anything compared to Solomon’s temple, which was magnificent! But
these Jewish people, who had been in captivity for 70 years to the nation of Babylon under
Nebuchadnezzar, were thrilled to again have a place to worship.

“For who hath despised the day of small things? for they shall
rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with
those seven; they are the eyes of the LORD, which run to and fro
through the whole earth.” (Zechariah 4:10)

To see the plummet, "PLUM" (a weight) "MET" (with line attached) in the hand of Zerub-
babel, they knew the temple was going to be completed. It was not just talk; but, a reality.

1. “With these seven,” i.e.; with the help of the Lord, with His protection and guidance
while overseeing everything, the temple was completed five years later.

"Those seven, they are the eyes of the LORD, which run to and fro
through the whole earth.”

This last statement in Verse 10 is a basic statement summarizing what the picture in Verse
Two is illustrating concerning the Omniscience, Omnipotence, and Omni-sapience of our
Wonderful “God who so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)
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“And we know that all things work together for good to them that
love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.”
(Romans 8:28)

E. The Future Prophecy — The Two Olive Trees.

"And two olive trees by it, one upon the right side of the bowl, and
the other upon the left side thereof.” (Zechariah 4:3)

These are also described in Verses 11 to 14.

“Then answered I, and said unto him, What are these two olive trees
upon the right side of the candlestick and upon the left side thereof?”
(V.11)

“And I answered again, and said unto him, What be these two olive
branches which through the two golden pipes empty the golden oil
out of themselves?” (V.12)

“And he answered me and said, Knowest thou not what these be?
And I said, No, my lord.” (13)

“Then said he, These are the two anointed ones, that stand by the
Lord of the whole earth.” (Zechariah 4:11-14)

These are the same as the Two Witnesses in Revelation 11:3, 4.

“And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall
prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in
sackcloth.” (V. 3)

“These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing
before the God of the earth. (V. 4)

1260 days equals 42 months; and, using a 30-day Jewish month, the result is 3 % years. In
other words, the first 3 %2 years after the Rapture.

Their introduction prophetically was basically given over 2500 years ago in Zechariah,
Chapter Four, as we will examine here. Then a little over 2000 years ago, specific details of
their ministry during the Tribulation of seven years was prophesied by the Holy Spirit through
the Apostle John in Revelation, Chapter 11. This is what is known to Bible students as Pro-
gressive Revelation.

“For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy
men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”- (2 Peter
1:21)

First, I would like to point out that Zechariah had no idea what the Lord was talking about

concerning these two olive trees. Notice his words in Zechariah 4:11.

“What are these two olive trees...”
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Then, again in Verse 12.

" And I answered again, and said unto him, What be these two olive
branches...”

And, again in Verse 13.

“And he (the Lord) answered me and said, Knowest thou not what
these be? And I said, No, my lord.”

Daniel, like Zechariah, had many prophecies given him to record. Some were fulfilled and
many yet for the future. Daniel’s words to the Lord are in Daniel 12:8 and God’s response is in
Verse 9.

“And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, O my Lord, what
shall be the end of these things?” (V.8)

“And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and
sealed till the time of the end.” — Daniel 12:8,9

“As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which
are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned
and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own
destruction.” (2 Peter 3:16)

These Two Witnesses are described in Verse 3 and 11 as olive trees, not bushes or shrubs.
Bushes and shrubs are easily moved, or cut down, but not trees. Trees have their roots deep in
the ground. Described as trees, their spiritual roots are grounded in the Lord Jesus Christ and
His words. Psalm 1:1-3 would be descriptive of each of these Two Witnesses for the Lord in
the Tribulation.

“Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly,
nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the
scornful.” (V.1)

“But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he
meditate day and night.” (V.2)

“And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that
bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and
whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.” (Psalm 1:1-3)

Zechariah 4:12 is a very interesting verse.

“And I answered again, and said unto him, What be these two olive
branches which through the TWO GOLDEN PIPES empty the golden oil
out of themselves?”

Notice that the Two Witnesses were illustrated as two olive trees in Verses 3 and 11. Now,
in Zechariah 4:12, they are spoken of as “olive branches.” The Hebrew for “branches” is
“shibboieth” and means “a stream, (as flowing), a flood, to flow and to grow out of (as an ear
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of grain).” In other words, these Two Witnesses branch out everywhere! They are moving as a
stream or river flows, witnessing everywhere, like a flood.

Notice the word “through” in Verse 12. The Hebrew word for “through” is “yad,” which
is a prime word and is defined as, “a hand, the open one (indicating power, means, direction,
and etc.).”

Notice that the “Two golden pipes” — The Hebrew for “pipes” here is “tnastarah” and
means “to be hollow as a water spout, or hollow tube, or gutter.” Gold is a precious metal.
Pipes are hollow through which something can flow, and there are two of these. These simply,
by object illustration, reveal to the world how precious their testimony is flowing from their
mouth and illustrated by their hand gestures.

Notice that they “Empty the golden oil out of themselves.” In other words, they are to
speak, or give out everything that the Lord has given them to proclaim. They are to hold noth-
ing back. The last thing given concerning these Two Witnesses is in Verse 14.

“Then said he, These are the two anointed ones, that stand by the
Lord of the whole earth.” — Zechariah 4:14

Revelation, Chapter 11, gives the details and conclusion of their ministry.

V. THE TWO WITNESSES OF REVELATION, CHAPTER ELEVEN

Everyone has a guess at who the Two Witnesses of Revelation 11 are. Who are they, or
does anyone know? But, the answer is, these are the same two prophesied in Zechariah, Chap-
ter Four.

A. The Introduction

This chapter is parenthetical from Verses 1-13, which is inserted between the 6" and 7"
Trumpets of Judgment. The following may illustrate. These judgments begin back in Chapter
8:2, 6.

“And I saw the seven angels which stood before God; and to them
were given seven trumpets.” (V.2 ) And the seven angels which had the
SEVEN TRUMPETS prepared themselves to sound.” — Revelation 8:2,6

First Trumpet — 8:7

Second Trumpet — 8:8-9

Third Trumpet — 8:10,11

Fourth Trumpet — 8:12,13

Fifth Trumpet — 9:1-2 (First Woe of 8:13)

Sixth Trumpet — 9:13-21 (Second Woe of 8:13)

**** Parenthetical Insert of Revelation 11:1-12. (The Two Witnesses).
7. Seventh Trumpet — 11:14-19 — (Third Woe of 8:1-13).

ok wnE
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B. The Rebuilt Temple: Revelation 11:1-2.
There are five temples:

1. Solomon’s,

2. Zerubbabel’s,

3. Herod’s, (standing at the time of Christ and destroyed in 70 A.D. by Titus and the
Roman Army),

4. Antichrist’s Temple, spoken of here in Revelation 11,

5. Christ’s Temple that will stand during the Millennium (Ezekiel, Chapters 40-48).

“And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel
stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and
them that worship therein.” (V.1)

“But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure
it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread
under foot forty and two months.” (V.2)

We know this is the rebuilt Tribulation Temple, as the Antichrist makes a covenant with
Israel almost immediately after the Rapture (Daniel 9:27). A dear friend of mine for many
years who had visited Jerusalem several times, and was a missionary to the Jewish people, and
had this to say concerning the Tribulation Temple. "The Jewish Rabbis had revealed to him
that the Temple structure was already pre-cut and needed only to be assembled, and which
could be erected within a couple of months. The water supply and modern facilities are already
there to flush the blood of their sacrifices to the Brook Kidron and on down to the Dead Sea."

Then, after 3 % years, the Antichrist breaks his covenant with Israel and seats himself in
the Temple, declaring himself to be God. He is described in 2 Thessalonians 2:4,

“Who opposeth and exalteth himself abov